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the Laity ; but it would be useless to attempt to constitute such a

body on this side of the Atlantic, and we should deprive ourselves of

one of the prineipal benefits anticipated from these Meetings,, if the

lay members irf'the Church were to be excluded. The Clergy without

the Laity no more form the Chureh than the Laity without the

Clergy, and I am f.iways anxious to enlist the services of the

Iisity, and to find suitable'employmont for all who desire to be

useful. There are many matters in which they can act more effect-

ively than the Clergy, who ought to be relieved from the necessity of

giving to temporal affairs, the time and attention which should be

devoted more exclusively to the Ministry of the Word. And we

hope that, through their attendance on these occasions, and partici-

pation in our discussions, they will become more interested in the

aflairs of their Church, and better acquainted with its system and

its [Hindiples. They will thus have the opportunity of thoroughly

examining eaeh measure proposed, and if, after hearing the argu-

ments on either side, they are not satisfied, they have full power

in themselves to reject it, even though it should be ogreed upon

by. the Bishop and Clergy. In like manner, if the Bitihop and

Laity should agree upon any measure, the Clergy have the power

to defeat it, if a majority of them deem it objectionable, and

lastly the Bishop has the same power as the Clergy and Laity re-

spectively and no more. He can reject, but bo cannot adopt,

any measure without the consent of both of the other Orders, and

praetioally, the effect of the right of " veto,*' thus exercised by

eaeh order, will be merely to cheek any rash decisions, and to

prevent too hasty an adoption of propositions requiring caution

and protracted deliberation.

Maqy attempts have been made to excite prejudice and suspi-

cions, by the use of the obnoxious word " Veto," and by sugges-

tions of consequences likely to result from the exercise of that right

by the Bishop, but these alarmists cannot be ignorant that,

supposing the right to exist in the most extensive signification of

the term, and to be arbitrarily exercised, its effect must be in every

case simply to leave things as they are, and therefore it should lo

highly prized by those who are afraid of changes and protest ag&inst

any alterations. It may be observed moreover that, with reference

lo one elasf? of business, this principlo bus been already established
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