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niivnl Hapruniiuty A'uch lior from the nocoMity of huviiif; lier Iiinil ForceM in a state of luore

complete pr<>|Hinitiuii.

8iiiuo Kliz»l>etb'H tiiiiu Eiigltuitl huH, on tliii whole, enjoyed tbiH nuval Haiaonuuiy, but in 1(M(7

Hbe wuH reduced to A Hcoondrute sea power, and the Dutch, under de Uuyter, boldly sailed up the

ThatneH and burned I^hiKlish vesMelH after defeating her Heet.

In 1707 England could only place thirty-Hix veMseU in line toopiM>H4i the French and SpaniardM.

Kven if Kn((land Ih now 8ui>erior to any one naval jMwer, she would not, he tbinkH, be HU|)erior to

the conibine<l HeetH of France and BusMia. But the chief factor in any future war Ih what nation

liaH the greatcHt (tea iM)wer on the dociMivo Held of battle—the Knglish Channel. The French
channel fleet in even now on a par with that of England. If the UuMian fleet Joined it, and
{losslbly a portion of the German Heet (and the facilitien for the combination of these offered by
the Emperor William Canal muttt be taken into consideration), the )»re))onderance of England in

the channel would be very problenmtical. Judging by the recent exei <'ions, England has probably

foreseen this herself. If we examine, he says, the much-vaunted British constitution, here again

history declares many chinks in her armor. Sin(;e Oroinwell's time Ireland groans in her fetters.

Every military disaster t).<it England has suttere<i hits evoked rebellion in Ireland. Every invader

has found, and will find, an ally in her. It took 30,00U men and immense exertions to put down
the ret>ellion of 1708. For all this the Briton boasts, and that with right, that never yet has an
invader of his island succeede<l.

Now, this is a remarkable fact, the writer continues, considering we have in all iierifxls of

history beheld British armies fighting on the Continent. They took part in nearly all the battles

fought against Louis XIV, against Frederick, and against Napoleon.

Is, then, an invasion ot Orcat Britain, from a military poinr of view, something totally

ditt'erent and much more ditHcuIt than a British invasion of the continent of Euvoi>e? Must all

attempts at an invasion of England fail because tliere is something imirassible in the undertaking

f

asks the writer, who then procoedb to make what he calls a critical examination of the various

attempts that have taken place.

lie attributes the failure of the Spanish armada, in 1588, to defects in plan and defects in

organization, and considers

—

1. A mistake was made in mixing the inv«i<'i '

: an< with the sea-flghting fleet. The latter

should have been kept iiuite sei>arate from. ai> ^ auencymbered by, the invading troops, so as to

be free to act against the Englisk fleet. T'u '"rmer should have been embarked in transports

protected by tlghtiug vessels, which the Sp;ui:ards with their numerous fleet could well have

spared.

2. Ignorance on the part of the Spaniards of the English Channel; flve-sixth of their vessels

had so heavy a draft that landing troops from them was only possible in well-defended harbors.

3. Ignorance of the sudden changes of weather to which then, as now, the channel was
liable. The close order observ ed by the fleet was, therefore, in the absence of trustworthy pilots,

doubly dangerous.

4. Small scouting vessels of light draft seem t4) have, been entirely wanting.

5. That the leader was quite unacquainted with naval matters.

6. That a lauding was to be attempted before the English fleet was defeated.

In 1600, Louis XIV sent James II with 10,0(M) men to invade Ireland, but he was defeated at

the Boyue on the 13th July by William III, and in 1601 the remnant of the invading army sur-

rendered. Ltmis made the mistake of aiming the blow at one of the limbs instead of at England,

the vital center. On the 18th July, 1600, De Tourville defeated the combined Anglo-Dutch

fleet, so that the waters of the English Channel may have been descrilied as French waters. The
friends of James II besought Tionis XIV to seize the opportunity; but ho would not, though

everything was in favor of tlie invaders, as the French were supreme at sea, and William III

was engaged in suppressing rebellion.
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