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harbour, which at firft threw the inhabiiantfl

into great conlternation : but on the nature oi

the compliment being explained, they were

fjieedily reconciled to their guefts. The king,

however, thought fit to demand tribute for

touching on his coaih ; but this Magellan flaUyl

refuled to pay. And his majefty having been toldl

that thefe Grangers were Portuguefe, whofe coun<|

trymen had ftormed Calicut, and were renowncdl
for their military achievments in India, judged

it.advifable to defift from his preteniions ; and

to ftudy to render himfelf as agreeable as he]

could. Magellan, we are gravely told, bad in-

fluence enough to prevail on this prince, his I

brother, and the queen to receive the rite of fpi-

ritual ablution ; and that a total abolition ofl

idolatry took place throughout his dominions inf

the fhort fpace of eight days.' That the prince
|

or his people might be brought to the ufe of ex-

ternal forms, is not very improbable; but that

|

they could be converted to Chriftianity was im-

poflible. They could neither underftand the I

language of Magellan, nor could he underdand
theirs : principles they could acquire none, with-

out this medium of communication ; but it is

much to be feared, that, in former times, and

perhaps now, rites are midaken for eflentialsjl

and baptifm, which is only the initiatory cere-

mony, is, by a figure of language, taken for reli-

gion itfelf. '

After furmoioiting as many dangers a& man I

could undergo j after feeing himfelf in poffefllion

of his wiihes, and eflablithing his chara6ter for

difcernment and aftive Ikill to remoteft ages, the

time was now approaching, that Magellan was
to meet his fate. Leaving Zubut, he proceeded]

to the Ifle of Mathan. This was under the go-

verumentl


