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FREE STATES. «5»

aflaflinations, and civil wars, ami, uficr a few p.iroxyfns, tcrinlna-

ted in defpotifin.

What power will prevent Great Britain from (luring a fi:nilir

fate in fimilar circumftanccs, with the republic of Home ? Fac-

tious and ambitious leaders are to be found in modern timed, as

well as in thofe of antiquity. The members from the colonics msy

be attached to fuch men, or dependent on them. Party-fpirit m»y

blind their underftandings, or corruption may procure their fulTru-

ges. Their fortunes will not be fo independent, nor their fcnti-

ments perhaps, fo liberal as thofe of moft of the reprefentatives from

this ifland ; and men of this difpofition are half difpofed to the

purpofes of faftion. The Houfe of G)mmons is already divided,

and the junction of the new members may make either fcale pre>

ponderate fo much, that the confequences are tp be dreaded. We
have lived long in poflfefnon of much liberty : Let us be fatisfied>

le((, by grafping the fhadow, we lofe the fubftance.

I leave the reader to judge of the refpedlive merits of thefe modes

of fettlement, and to determine which of them def^rves to be pre>

ferred. He will probably conceive the advantages and difadvan-

tages on both fides to be fo equally balanced, and the decifion

fo doubtful, that all parties ought to be fatisfied whichfoever plan

(hall be adopted.
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THE END.
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