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There was moderate weather the whole time,

and one day we took off the skylight to let in

some fresh air and let out the flies which an-

noyed us. We sailed about in various directions

among loose ice, picking up a hooded seal or

two now and then. Captain Furneaux says

he never knew the field-ice so open and thin

in this latitude (about 50") as it was this year.

There were very many icebergs about, some of

them of large size, but in none could I see any

signs of pebbles or boulders

^

I saw one day four men attack a party con-

sisting of a male and female hooded seal and

their young one ; they killed the female and

the young one, and shot the male or dog-hood

in the water, and hauled him on to a pan : when

there, however, he recovered strength, twisted

the gaffs out of the men's hands, and, in spite

of what all four could do, he got away, and

scuffled into the water, where he dived and

disappeared.

The following is a summary ofwhat I learned

of the seals in Newfoundland :

—

There are four species known on the coast.

1. The bay-seal. 2. The harp-seal. 3. The

hooded-seal. 4. The square fipper.


