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HISTORY OP THE TOWNSHff OF. ONSLOW, NOVA SCOTIiL

BY ISRAEL LONGWORTH, Q. C, TRURO.

TN the early history of Nova Scotia it was customary to call new

settlements after men of note, in the civil and military service of

Great Britsiin. In accordance with this practice it is believed that the

government of the day named the Township of Onslow in honor of

Arthur Onslow, an English statesman, who was born in 1691 ; speaker

of the Commons from January 1727 to 1754
;
pensioned in 1761 ; died

17th February, 1768; and after whom a count}', and shire-town^

known as Onslow Court House, in North Carolina, had been called.

The erection of the township was ordered by Governor Lawrence in

Council, 24th July, 1759, though the grant did not pass the great seal

of the province till the time of Lord William Campbell. The formation

took place upon the application of Joseph Scott and Daniel Knowlton

for themselves and fifty others, of the Massachusetts Bay, for a tract of

land at Cobequid. Several were of the P'ort Cumberland expedition of

the previous year, and were attracted to the province from what they

had seen of it, and in consequence of Governor Lawrence's proclamations*

for settling the townships. The fifty-two proposed grantees, with their

families, were represented to number three hundred and nine souls. A
grant of fifty-two shares or rights in the townshij) to these persons passed

the Governor-in-Council, 26th July, 1759.

The township was stated as being at the head of Cobequid Basin, to

extend upon the north side of said Basin, and to run westerly six miles
;

from thence northerly about twelve miles ; thence easterly about twelve

miles ; and thence southerly twelve miles ; and thence to Cobequid

Basin six miles. All to be laid out on the north side of Cobequid River.

* Governor Lawrence issued two proclamations for settling tlie Townships. The
first in October, 1758 ; the second in January. 1759. (See Mumoch's History of Nova
Scotia. Vol. II., page 359.)
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