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I'lifortviniitf'ly, Sir, from the cell of tlio doonu'cl ii>,'itiitor, from the

Bcall'old, and tin' ;,'niv<' of tlir executed crimiiiiil, thei'c eame the wind
of revolt and the poison of niitionivl animosity, wliii'h pervaded one of

the <,'reat l'ro\ inees of this hominion, and whieh threaten ('veii now,

jterhaps to a laiijer extent tlian we lielieve, the future trantjuility and
destinies of tlie Dominion.

Mr. Speaker, if I Iirini,' to your recoHection these sad events, it is

oidy to show you tin- unffuliuiate position in whicii are pliiced tliose

who in the Province of l^ui!n'i- have espoused - some with sincerity

and 1,'ood faith, f>thcrs with sclicnirs for ]>olitical supremacy the cause

uf rel)ellion, whicii, it cannot lie denied, has proihn-ed in this country

one of the nmst unfortunate periods in our political hist(»ry.

Mr. Speaker, it is the deep feeling of the danLrer arisinif from the

present crisis which has animated me durini; the wliole of that |>eriod,

and wliich has often driven away from my lips and from my pen words
of an^'er and words of violent reliuke, which wouhl have Keen justilied

by the treatment to whicii I and my hon. colleaijues in the (lovern-

luent have been .subjected f(tr over thi'ee months past. During' that

time, Sir, we have seen an infui-iated and madilened mol) tearing' to

pieces our likenesses, and hani.'ini; and burning us in elll;;y ; but thi.s

has had upon me no other ell'ect than to make me feel more pity than

anf,'pr towards the crowd who had been excited af^ainst us.

Ill the city of Montreal, my ])ortrait has l)een for days exposed in

windows, beariii!;- on the forehead a lar^'e red stain, to convey the itlea

that 1 was the murderer of one f>f my fellow-countrymen. Sir, 1 forgave^

that villanv. As one of mv friends in .Montreal remarked Th loor

individual who did tliat has himself on his brow a stain which neither

rubl>in<' nor washin<' will ever tak( aw av, ' and calls back to my
memory the followini,' lines :

—

" La mer y i)asHt'rail sans iavcr la souillurc,
Cur le pjullre est immense et la taclio est au fond."

I forget easily those attacks prompted liy tin? juiblic exciteniont, but

there is one thiiij,' from which I have siiiiered-- it is this : These demon-
strations were called by men who have; been associated with me in friend-

ship, and knew me better than with sincerity to call mr a traitor and
a coward. I, a traitor I Mr. Sjieaker, I have lieen now ov(>r '27 years

in active public life, and I think I could ask from friends and foes this

testimony, that I lia\e been true to my Sovereitrn, true to my country,

true to my party, true to my friends. Sir, if there is one reproach

which I do not deser^e from either side of the House, it is the reproach

of treachery. I have been at times accused, and accused by the press

of my lion, friends opposite, of having perhaps too much political

loyalty.

They have also called nie coward. Well, it is hard to speak of one-

self, but I might say of those who have uttered this charge, that their

hearts would, perhaps, have faltered if they had had to go through the

ordeal through which I have passed since the 13th Koveniber last. To
have retained the coiirage I have retained, to have faced what I have
faced, to have lefuscd what I have refused, to have done what I have
done— does not, I ask those wlio have called me a coward, merit for
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