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1. Let

us watch night and day over ourselves, and have recourse

to prayer as often as we feel our heart attacked. Let us

esteem the gift of Faith, and love a God who has first

loved us; let all the efforts of our hatred be turned against

sin
>>

When he ceased he made all present kneel down, and

in the name of all he pronounced a protestation of fidel-

ity in God's service (Relation, 1644).

Joseph was taken prisoner, with his two brothers, his

son, and his niece, and like the other captives endured

with admirable courage torments and insults at the

hands of his executioners. He saw his son and one of

his brothers killed by the Iroquois. To support him in his

captivity he had recourse to prayer and the sacrament of

penance. He loved often to commune with God. "I

spoke to Him in my heart," he added, "as though we had

been two conversing together, and so 1 never wearied."

His devotion to the Blessed Virgin was very great: he

said his rosar}'' every day, counting on his fingers. He
often recited it with Father Jogues, e\: en in the streets of

the l^lohawk town, unperceived by the heathens. " How
I love that prayer !" he said afterwards. " I never am
tired of saying it, and invoking the Mother of my God."

To this devotion he ascribed his deliverance from the

hands of his enemies. Joseph went twice to the Dutch

with his masters. One of these Protestants having seen

him make the sign of the cross, rebuked him for it, and

ridiculed the practice. Joseph listened, but, inaccessible

to human respect and firm in his faith, did not lay aside

the custom, but maintained it \»athout ostentation and

without any cowardice.

In the spring of 1643 the Iroquois took him with them,

as well as his brother and another prisoner, on an expe-

dition to the St. Lawrence. The three Hu-ons succeeded

in escaping by night, and reached Three Rivers, where

they were so happy as to find Father de Brebeuf, and

then returned to their own country. There Joseph had


