
450 THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW.

Incarnation to “all the days,” enlarging the Holy Land 
to embrace all lands. The times of the Son of man 
are widened so as to embrace all times. The great 
name Immanuel (i. 23) is now fulfilled for all the 
nations and for all the ages. For what'ta-thjs finished * 
Gospel but the interpretation, full and clear at last, 
of that great Name of the old cotfenant, the name 
Jehovah : “I am,” V.L*m thatT am” (Exod. iii. 14)? 
All of the Old Testament revelation is gathered up in 
this final utterance, “ I am—with you ” ; and it has in 
it by anticipation all that will be included in that last 
word of the risen Saviour : “I am Alpha and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last" 
(Rev. xxii. 13).

This last sentence of the Gospel distinguishes the 
life of Jesus from all other histories, biographies, or 
" remains.” It is the one “ Life ” iiT all literature. 
These years were not spent "as a tale that is told.” 
The Lord *Jesus lives in His gospel, so that all who 
receive His final promise may catch the light of His 
eye, feel the touch of His hand, hear the tones of His 
voice, see for themselves, and become acquainted with 
Him Whom to know is Life Eternal Fresh and new, 
and rich and strong, for “ all the days,” this Gospel is 
not the record of a past, but the revelation of a present 
Saviour, of One Whose voice sounds deep and cled£. 
across all storms of life: “Fear not: I am the Firtflr 
and the Last : I am He that liveth and was dead; and 
behold I am alive for evermore."


