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PART I.

CAfSlTISTRY

(The Month, London, June, r888, p. 185.)

It deflnes the limits of wronK-doin^.
Casuistry is the study of cases of conscience. Its aim is to define
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°' -^-g-doi"g. The ca^uLt ays to .

wick;dneTs" ^^"l
™^y^«^thou go but no further: another Lp iswickedness. He does not invite him to go even so far To fix a

noTL?
'^" ''' ^^7'^ of showing that it is^ unsafe to go beyond itnot any recommendation of the ice immediately short of that ma k tothe special attention of skaters. He is a useful man who places such

fretbWts'oVhts 'cr'^'^ '^^V^r ^"^^^•«"^^^' neithe'r^rs^Ui gme Objects of his caie to be as light as gossamer nor as heaw a?

^Te"„ti,.ed rS'c f'^^'
""oughtlhe cJis, to be a useful ^J^andone entitled to pubhe favour and considerat on. But in fact he is verv

orTLti^ ^
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/.^ ^^ ™ig^t d^fi"^ it -^cording to the

•
ordmary English estimate of it, we should say : Casuistry is the an ofminimising and teaching others to minimise moral obligations as weUm speculation as in practice.

"ungauons as well

A Jnisconception.

ofcasufsrv'iJ^n''!'/"^'''^'
•°' "^-^"P^"' ^"^^^ thus :-«« The tendency

^nr^n^v ^^ I '^J'"'"''^'
^»ge»'0"s pretexts for eluding that rigoroustnorahty and burdensome superstition, which in the first ardour ofreligion are apt to be established, and to discover rules of conductinore practicable by ordinary men in the commcn state of the worw!


