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Bill C-266 as it is written suggests that a commission would, 
as the sole marketing agent, control all imports and all exports 
of potatoes. Under NAFTA and the MTN Canada has agreed 
not—let me stress not—to introduce any prohibitions or restric
tions on the importation or exportation of goods.
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If Canada were to change its current policies and thereby 
affect current and future access to our market, Canada would be 
modifying benefits that our trading partners would expect to 
accrue under the provisions of the trade agreements. This could 
be subject to challenge by our trading partners.

The Canadian potato and processing industries are major 
exporters and have significant interests in free trade and open 
markets. I realize the potato industry has been faced with many 
issues in recent years that have affected the marketing of 
potatoes both domestically and internationally. However, I do 
believe the issues would best be addressed in a manner that does 
not have negative implications on trade or violates our trade 
obligations.

For that reason I am not prepared to support Bill C-266 and I 
am sure that although the member opposite has real concern for 
that industry he can understand that in changing times we have 
to deal with the realities and that we are in a new trading pattern 
and these items will be dealt with in an open and free trade 
market.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The time provided for the 
consideration of Private Members’ Business has now expired. 
Pursuant to Standing Order 96, the order is dropped from the 
Order Paper.

I believe that having this bill which is being proposed today in 
Hansard could be considered an anachronism, an error in time.

My wife and I went to see “Richard III” last Friday night in 
Edmonton and as you know, Shakespeare is famous for the 
anachronisms in his plays, but there is a new anachronism in this 
play. “Richard III” came out on stage crippled up in a wheel
chair, which of course is a new anachronism that was built in by 
the writers of this version of “Richard III”.

This piece of legislation is very much like using a wheelchair 
in a play that took place hundreds of years before wheelchairs 
existed, electric wheelchairs in particular. I believe it is totally 
out of place.

I want to talk a little bit about Reform’s position on supply 
management in general. Reform believes that farmers should 
definitely have the right to work together collectively. They 
should have the right to strengthen any part of their industry or 
their business they feel can be strengthened by this co-operative 
work.

For example, I believe there is a very strong future for 
co-operatives in agriculture. I also believe we will see farmers 
with other business people in small communities in particular 
forming new co-operatives as a mechanism to work together for 
the common advantage of the farmers and the processors 
involved. I encourage this type of activity. I believe there is a 
future for various other types of joint ventures but not for new 
supply managed industries.

The greatest service this government can provide to producers 
who are in the supply managed industry right now is to be honest 
and open with the farmers. We know the world is moving more 
and more to an open and free marketplace. Knowing that, the 
greatest service government can provide for farmers is to say: 
“We are moving to a system of more competition. We know it is 
going to be more difficult even for present supply managed 
industries to compete, but at least we are acknowledging it and 
we want to help in any way we can without interfering in the 
move to an open market system”.
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IMMIGRATION ACT

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of Citizenship and Im
migration) moved that Bill C-44, an act to amend the Immigra
tion Act and the Citizenship Act and to make a consequential 
amendment to the Customs Act, be read the third time and 
passed.

He said: Mr. Speaker, I extend a warm word of welcome to all 
my colleagues as we resume this very important session of 
Canada’s Parliament.

As we said in the immigration plan last November 1, the focus 
in immigration policy must be nation building and people and 
not criminals and their despicable deeds. It is time to get back to 
what we do best, building a nation that is strong and free.

However, the actions of a small criminal element that has 
infiltrated our immigration system have occupied our time and 
the public’s attention for far too long. The actions of a few have

Clearly, this bill is totally out of place and I am very pleased 
to see the support from the members opposite.

Mr. Bernie Collins (Souris—Moose Mountain, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to have the opportunity to speak on the 
subject of Bill C-266.

As the House knows the government recently concluded a 
comprehensive negotiation on a new GATT agreement which 
will create a new trade regime under the World Trade Organiza
tion. As a member of the GATT and the World Trade Organiza
tion, as well as being a signatory to the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, Canada has created for itself many new and 
expanding opportunities and with those, certain international 
trade obligations.


