
2034 ~~COMvINONS DEBATESDcebr,97

Oral Questions

sations involving the Secretary of State for External Affairs
for Canada and the foreign minister of Mexico regarding that
arrangement. It is our expectation and our hope that it will be
possible for that negotiation to be concluded ai or before the
visit to Canada of the President of Mexico, which we expeet
will occur sorne time in the spring.

Mr. Andras: Mr. Speaker, I have a question rclating to the
Prime Ninistcr's final comment. Would the Prime Minister
explain to the House, again based on information which I have
been given, that there has been little or no contact with the
President of Mexico to re-invite or reconfirm bis invitation to
Canada which was postponed. understandably, during the
election period? Also, the Prime Minister mnight explain or
confirrn that there is a serious deterioration, as a result of this
inept performance by this govcrnment vis-à-vis Mexico,
regarding relations between those two countries which are so
important lu both countries?

Mr. Clark: Mr. Speaker, I can only suggest to the hon.
member that he find a new source of information, because the
two picces of information he has put forward in the House this
afternoon are categorically false. There have been extensive
conversations involving Canada and Mexico in relation to the
visit of the president. It is our expectation that the very good
relations between the two countries will continue and, indccd,
be improved by the president's visit here. 1 would suggest t0
the hon. member very scriously, because I know his respect for
the Flouse and for the truth, that he find a ncsx source of
information.

* (1450)

[ Transîlation]

SHIPBUILDING

INQLIRY NS TO (ONTRACTS TO BL AW'ARL)ED QI!LBLC

Mr. Raynald Guay (Lévis): Mr. Speaker, in viesx of the
absence of the minister of patronage, I would like t0 direct a
question 10 the Prime Ninistcr. On behaîf of the workers, and
espccially of the unernployed from the LauLon Shipyards and
frorn Marine Industries, and on behaîf of the unernploycd in
general in Canada, I wanî 10 say 10 hirn that these people are
fed up with promises and meetings. 1 need only rernind the
Prime Minister of the promises he himself made in Lévis
where about 30 people carne to sec him. [le met the president
of the t auzon sbipyard workers and made a greal nmany
promises at that lime.

I would, therefore, like to ask the Prime Minister whether,
n light of the new federalisrn be was proinoting during last

weekend's convention in Quebec City, the province of Quebec
will be getting some of the $ 150 million in contracts
announced by the previous government. More than threc quar-
ters of those contracts bave already been awarded in other
[M, [0

provinces. Are there any left for Quebec? In particular, are
there any-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Guay: For thc contrat, Mr. Speaker-

[English]

Mr. Speaker: Order. The hon. member for Terrebonne.

[Trans/alion]

AGRICULTURE

FFDLRA\L INSPECTION 0F MEAT IN QUEBFC- PROVISION FOR
St.FFIC lENT STA FF

Mr. J.-Roîand Comtois (Terrebonne): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Agriculture. Could lie tell the
House whcther decisions have been made to remedy the
difficult and even critical situation with regard 10 federal meat
inspection in Quebec, a situation resulting from a shortage of
qualified staff and an increasing demnand for services from
Q ucbec businesses?

[English]
Hon. John Wise (Minister of Agriculture): Mr. Speaker, 1

welcorne this opportunity to rcspond 10 the hon. member's
question and 1 appreciate his representations on this very
important matter over the last couple of wecks. I amn in a
position today to indicate to the hon. mnember and to the
House that a nmeeting has been scheduled, and will be hcld
within the next two wceks, between the assistant deputy
ininister in charge of meat inspection in rny department and
his Qucbcc countcrpart.

Wc are very confident that we will be able to fulfil the need
for federal inspectors at Qucbcc plants from now until Ianuary
1. As of January 1, we will be in a better situation to have
additional people available to carry out meat inspection in the
plants of Quebec. On April 1, 1980, with the co-operation of
rny cabinet colleagues and, particularly, with tlie co-operation
of the President of' the Trcasury Board, there xvill be 31 ncew
inspectors brought on staff. That should solve our dîfficulties.

[ Translation]
INQE IRY WHF IHiR GON t RNMFNI WILL SOON ANNOU\CL

SUBSIDY tOR Fi STLRN CANADA POTNTO<,ROWFRS

Mr. Fymard Corbin (Madawaska-Victoria): Mr. Speaker, 1
wish 10 revert 10 a question 1 asked the Ninister of Agricuîlture
17 days ago exactly. I should like 10 know whether he bas had
the opportunity 10 look into a request for subsidies on behaîf of
castern Canada potato growers, whether he bas made a per-
sonal decision in Ibis regard and whether the Trcasury Board
bas corne to a decision. If so, when does flie minister intend 10
make a public announcernent?
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