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private broadcasting, communication with air-
planes, point ta point radio communication,
shore ta ship radia communication, and radio
direction fanding, cames under the Radia-
telegraph Act. It is the duty of this depart-
ment, under this vote, ta. carry out the regu-
lations and provide aIl inspection facilities
and the technical services required ta
administer that act.

Mr. LAWSON: Then this item does not
deal with the inspection ai individual radias?

Mr. HOWE: Not at ail, no.

Mr. LAWSON: Would the minister be
good enough ta give the reasons for the in-
crease in this item? Is it merely statutory
increases?

Mr. HOWE: Restoration ai statutory de-
duction, $3,413; statutory increases, S1,170;
sundýry promotions, $930.

Mvr. MeLEAN (Simcae): I intended ta
ask the mioniter a question under an item
further down, but his remarks prompt me
ta ask it uinder this item. Is it the inten-
tion ta broaden the regulations and require-
mients applying ta freight ships plying on
the g1reat lakes? At present I he1ieve the
shipping act requires that ships ai 5.000 tans
grass or more have wireless sets and an
aperatar, an board, and even those ships may
be exempted under certain conditions.

Mr. HOWE: If my han. friend wili allow
this item ta pass. the item he wishes ta
discuss is No. 394, direction-finding stations.

Itemn agreed ta.

Radlio direction flnding stations, radia beacons
and radiote]egraph stations, aperation and
maintenance, $634,324.75.

Mr. MeLEAN (Simcoe): May we expect
that these regulations will be extended?
Certain happenings in recent ycars indicate
the necessitx- ai having them extended and
stiffcned. Hon. members will recaîl that a
a-car ago las.t faîl a ship, the Sand 'Merchant,
was lost an lake Erie with aIl an board, a
crew of nineteen, Linder cîrcumstances which
wauld indicate that if there had been proper
ship ta shore communication those lives prob-
ably would nat have been last. Again, dur-
îag the past season the Calgadoc, a shîp
whicli ordinarily plied an the great lakes, was
lost with ail an board samewhere in the vicinity
ai Newfoundland. There was no ship to
shore communication and nothing was known
as ta what happened ta the ship. Particn-
larly in Ontario a large number af men are
occupied in manning freight ships that p!v
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on the great lakes. Under the best of cir-
cumstances their occupation is extremely
hazardous. They are in a less favourable
position than many other labouring men in
that during their working season they are
scattered on boa;ts ail over the great lakes,
and after the season is over they are scattered
ail over the province. in small graups. They
have no strong organization, and so many of
them are out of work and sa keen ta get
jobs on the ships that it is difficult for them
ta speak for themselves with any Liegree of
force in connection with regulations relating
ta safety. Under those circumstances 1 think
the time has corne when the regulations under
which freight ships operate ought ta be re-
vise d.

1 have information from some officiais af
the department that experiments are being
carried ont in connection with telephcne com-
munication fram ship ta shore and that it i2
intended ta have a conference with authori-
ties from the United States with a view ta
having unifarm regulatians appiying ta Cana-
dian and United States ships on'the great
lqkes. I knaw a largýe number af seamen
and their families in Ontario would like an
assurance fram the minister that the depart-
ment will take up at an early date the re-
vision of the reg-ulations affecting the condi-
tions under which the seamen ai Ontario
aperate. especially an freight boats on the
great lakes, in order that when thýse ships
get ino trouble, as tbey often do during the
bad weather, these workmen may have some
chance ta preserve their lives.

Mr. HOWE: We are giving constant study
ta that problem. A year aga last autumn we
put into force for the first time a provision
for compulsory xireless operatars an freighters
of 5,000 tans and over. Since then we have
been trying ta salve the problem ai the
.9maller ships, and I think we have arrived at
a satisfactory solution. We have estabiished
radiotelephone receiving equipment at aur
principal ship to shore stations along the great
lakes. and have made arrangements whereby
a tel'ephone instrument can be instailed on
the ship by which cannection cao be made
ta the nearest ship) ta shore station, and then
with automnatic cannection axer the Bell
telephone system ta any point we wish. A
great many campanias bave instalied these
sets voluntarily. The cast is about $500 per
seasan. This overcames the great difflculty ai
requiring wireleas oparators on ships, which
meant considerabie cost. The expense oi a
wireless installation and an aperatar was a
considerable item for a freighter carrying a
small operating crew. One difficulty we have


