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only indicated generally the establishment
of a fiscal policy which had been forshadow-
ed in general terms by a resolution moved
in this House In a previous session. I
think, therefore,
approve of the hon.
in proposing that this House shall ad-
dress His IExcellency upon this subject,
as if it were a most unusual thing to
omit mention of tariff changes from the
Speech, as it it were a most unusual thing for

His Excellency not to announce what tariff
changes would be made, and to demonstrate .

to His Excellency the unsoundness of the

advice which has withheld that announcement

from Parliament, and for which, as I say, no
precedent can really be found. I think the
House will sec that a mistake has been made
on this subject, and the House will be prepar-
ed to wait until the fiseal policy of the Govern-
ment upon this subject is announced, and then
- if it pleases, to address His Excellency upon
this subject in approbation or disapprobation
of the changes which the Government may
propose, but will not censure the Governmecnt
for unot having announced these tariff changes
in the Speech in a manner which, as I have
said., unless my memory is entirely at fault,
has actually no precedent in this country. The
hon. gentleman scemed to infer from the
omission of any allusion to this subject in the
Speech that it was our purpose to make no
tarift changes, and that the policy which we
intimated elsewhere of remodelling, to some
extent, the tariff would not be pursued. The
hon. gentleman, I repeat, has no right to draw
such an inference as that from the omission
of the subject in the Speech. Mr.
Speaker, I heartily repeat my gratifi-
cation at the manner in which the Address
has been moved and seconded. and I am sure
that, notwithstanding the amendment which
the hon. gentleman has moved, a large
majority of the House will concur in waiting
until the usual time arrives for the announce-
ment of this Government with regard to its
tariff policy, before undertaking to make any
declaration upon the subject.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speak--

er, the hon. the Minister of Justice makes it
a complaint against my hon. friend and

against other hon. gentlemen upon this side
of the House. that they only look to one.
particular set of statistics which favours their

" own views, and that they are entirely un-

prepared to wrestle with the so-called facts

which he and his friends are prepared to
bring forward In evidence of the increasing
prosperity of the people of this country.

I, for my part, am not conscious that I have,
ever refused to meet any statements, any.

statistics, any figures which those hon.
gentlemen opposite have to bring forward.

What I have said, what my hon. friend the:

leader of the Opposition has said, what my:
! policy of this Government.

{1 grant you, a dozen times as many very

hon. friends on this side of the House have
gald is this: We are prepared to deal, not

[JANUARY 30, 1893]

that the House will not'
gentleman’s course

34

:people of Camada. What we object to is,
not that hon. gentlemen opposite quote cer-
‘tain statistics which appear to their mind to
“confirm the view they hold, but that they
will omit, suppress, girble and distort other
statistics of far greater importance in the
"direction of showing the prosperity of the
country., That is our complaint, a com-
~plaint which I think, before I sit down, !
“shall be able to show to he a reasonably we’l
- established one. Sir, I, for my part, stand-
ing in my place in Parliament, and address-
ing my fellow-countrymen in varicus parts
of this Dominion, have always stated that
there were certain ways in which this
country has progressed, that it was imposs-
ible that a people well nigh 5.000.000 strong,
having well nigh half a confinent at their dis-
posal. should not increase and prosper in
certain directions ; but what T have stated,
and what I now repeat, is this: that that
progress has been wholly one-sided. that that
progress has been uneven, and, to an enor-
~mous extent, it has been a mere displacement
of wealth and not a creation of wealth., If
you take our own older provinces, Prince

Edward Island, New RBrunswick, Nova
“Scotin, Ontario and Quebec, despite all
statistics which go to show that a

certain section of the people have grown
rich at the expense of the rest, and that a
‘few men have become millionaires. thou-
sands and tens of thousands are on the
_verge of pauperism, and while there has heen
progress,  partial, uncertain and  irregular
in certain parts of the country, that, never-
theless, taking those five old provinces to-
gether and striking a fair and honest debit
and credit account, and balancing the
increase of the so-called evidences of pros-
perity he refers to, I am prepared to prove
“that, during the last twelve years, under this
so-called prosperous system, the collective
wealth of the people of the five old provinces
"has not incre:nsed one cent. That is my de-
_eclaration, a declaration which I am prepared
‘to prove in detail. I am perfectly willing to
.admit that half a dozen cities and towns
throughout those five great provinces have
increased in population and wealth, but a
‘hundired towns and villages, equally deserv-
ing of the consideration and protection of
the Government, and equally deserving of
the comsideration ard protection of this
House, having collectively quite as large
a population, and heing collectively, quite as
important to the well-being of this country,
are stationary, or rotrograding ; and if vou
put together the depreciation of property
.in all those towns and villages to which
I have alluded, you will find that the ab-
solute, actual depreciation of property in
.those places equalizes the augmentation

cof property in the few favoured locali-

ties to which I have referred.
tend that 1is the tendency

We con-
of the
There are to-day,

with part, but with all the statistics that  wealthy men in Canada as there were under
can possibly affect the prosperity of the the Macksnzie regime, and there are also a

2

REVISED EDITION.



