DEBATRS.
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- By M. White { Henfrew).—Q. How is it with reference to the climate
of St. John, what-is the length of the winter, I .mean as co
with the summer 7—1I could not give an exact report as to the state of the.
thermometer at Lake St. John; but all reports go to show that the
climate is moch milder at Lake St. Johm and Chicoutimi than it is in

¢ It-would seem.te e that it is:more like that of Montresal than'
of Quebes: Ofcourss, the Laureatian chain might be the: cause of

this; because as.soon asyom have pamsed ths height of land you find. at
quoe adifference;; *hamx’anotmmm& poaw.on the morth Zide of the’
Lamnrentisn as thereis on the south side. . .

%g ¥ understand that; hut my impression was: that aithough the

‘was naet 80 great; the cold waa.mare intense ?—No, Sir, it is. nat
the csse. There 4 ¥ begina at least two weeks and some-
times three weeks re We have it.in Quebec.

41 Q. What is the distance from the nearest market to Lake St, John 7
The nearest market for the Lake St. Jobn settlers would be Chicoutimi

“Q. But .ﬂnt.‘xs & very limited market?—It is a very limited, market,
At the present time they have a surplus of wheat in the Upper Saguenay

district which they have to carry to Chicoutimi, a distance of sixty miles, |

for those who are nearest to Chicoutiii; and a distance of upwards of &
hapdred mites for those at the upper settlements ; and they only get one
dollar a bushe] for their wheat, and that the best wheat that can be found
m‘?ogybfmﬁm' ~Q. 1 tha h 7—So
* By Mr. Hagar—Q. pose that is altogether spring wheat?—Some
farmers.at the upper end of Lake 8t. John have tried fall wheat and they
~have done well. M. Price’s farmer told me he thought fall wheat would
do very well in the Upper Saguenay. i

By Mr. White.—Q. Do you know what is the average of bushels of
wheat to the acre ?—1I conld not exactly say, but I believe their average
per bushel of seed is about fifteen ; it i hardly lower than fifteen ; very
often it exceeds that. The depth of the clay in the Lake St. John region
is‘'something remarkable. Those who have only gone as far as Ha! Ha!
Bay know nothing about the Saguenay region, because of the rocky
borders of the river and bay. Even if you go by the river to Chicoutimi
%vou do not know what the country is. But if you take the land route

rom St. Alphonse to go to Chicoutimi, a distance of twelve miles, there

you will find ravines and gullies 1 snmiose 150 feet deep, and nothing but
olay.feom top to bottom. Sir William Logan and Mr. Robinson, I believe,
have explored the Sagneua{y region for the Geological Department, and
they 'expressed their opinton that there is nowhere to be found such a
depth of alluvial soil — of clay—and under this there i3 a stratum of lime-
stone all over. In fact the bottom of Lake St Jobn is nothing but
limestone, and on the western side there is nothing but limestone on the
edges ot the Jake.

“By Mr. White.—Q. Terre grise 7—Terre grise, and there is a fair
admixture of sand which makes it friable, it isloamy. It is quite friable
every season of the year. The farmers there do not suffer from protracted
droughts or cted rains.

* By Mr. Hagar.—Q. It does not pack then ?—Not at all; I have seen
them ploughing with one horse, and sometimes a horse and an ox, that is
all ; of course, they prefer using a pair of horses when they can afford it.

¢ By the Chairman. - Q. It cannot be very stiff then ?—It is not stiff at
sl it is like yellow loam.” -

Rev. Father Lacasse, in his work Une Mine, w:ites:

¢] am, happy to tell you, my worthy habitants, that the climate of Lake
St. Jehn.is preferable to that of Quebec. The Indians call Lake St. John
the flat lake. Its waters, that are deep in a great maony places, got
warmed by the action of the sun, and all the valley feels the beneficient
influence of its warm effluvia, Frosts along the shores of the lake are less
frequent than in the valley of the St. Lawrence. There is frost that is felt
there, it is true, but the settler hails it with pleasure. Sometimes the cold
mg the night condenses the vapors of the lake, the dew falls on the
10f wheat.or oats, and.in the marning a heavy hoar frost. or.rather a

kind -of ice, surrounds the grain, the hope of the farmers. Let the s er, .
however, be reassured, the sun will rise, the frost will disappear and be
changed into a beneficient-dew. The only effect of this frost will be to

haveimparted-a new freshness, to have brought its quota of nounsghment

. to the grain that is being formed, and to have consoled the farmer accus-
temed to this barmless frost, Seeding time is.from the beginning of May
until the end of June. Almost without. exception, wheat sown about St.
Peter's.and St. Paul's day ripens, Even th's year, with its cold amd un-
fayorable summer, wheat sown on the 28th of June at Pointe Bleue will
yield well.”

If we now refer to the census of 1871, we find that the
three most important counties of the Eastern Townships, in
the agricultural line, Compton, Huntington and Stanstead,
with a total population of 37,107 souls, produced 92,999
beshels of wheat, whilst the county of Chicoutimi, having
only s ation of 17.493 souls, uced ahove 136,114
bushels of wheat in 1870, and yet, in that year, we wit-
neesed the great fire which. was so. disastrous. Thos, Sir,
sach a vast territary with such a fertile soil, such a mild
climate, would neeessarily be settled rapidly. Indeed, in
1842, as.s00n 88 the territory was freed from the bondage in
which. it had- been kept by the Hadson’s, Bay Compsny,
the.firat. settiers bogan to pnt in.an. sppearance at. Chiceu-

Oockbun.—Q, I the land back. of Lake St. John as. gpod?

‘timi. 'They first clustered amnnd the saw-mills, ynnd, in
‘their leigure. moments,. they- went lo: clearing the forest.

red | Such, was the beginning of Chicoutimi, which is now =

flourishing town,with a promising future before it. But it was
only towards 1850 the Rev. Cmié Hébert, seriously pene-
trated into the forest and went in the direction of Lake 8t.
John. He arrived there one evening, as the sun was set.
ting, at the head of a few brave settiors. The day’a
work bpad beon hard, and fatigue had not beoen wanting.
A voyage through the. forest was then very difficult; but,
before taking any nest they wanted to fell the first tree ; they
desired at once, with the. sound of the .axe striking the
tree, to awaken the echoes of the immense forest, and to
tall them they would have, to yield to the sounds.ef civil-
ization, The Rev. Curé. Hébert had the honor of striking
the first blows. With the tree thus cut down they made &
cross, at the foot of which they prayed that ovening, 1t
was taking possession as Jacques-Cartier would have done;
and as the work of the latter has been fru tful, so also has
the work then commenced by the Rev. Curé Hébert brought
forth prodigious frnit. To.day, on the spot where the Rev.
Curé Hébert brought his. first settlers, we find the beautifnl
and large parish ef Hébertvile, baving a population of
several thousand souls, and producing wheat in extruordinary
abundance., Since that time we have seen se¥en large
pariches formed above Hébertville, further into the forest.
In 1851, in the county of Chicoutimi, there were hardly
4,000 souls ; in 1861, there were 11,500, and the census .of
1871 gave us a population of 17,500.  To-day that county
contains nearly 30,000. There, where thirty yeais ago
nothing but the fopest could be seen, we find the
town of Chicoutimi, the fine parishes of St. Jean,
St. Alexis, St. Alphonee, St. Fulgetce, Ste. Anne
du Saguenay, Notre Dame de Laterridre, St. Frangois
Xavier de Chicoutimi, St. Dominique, St. Cyriac, Notre
Dame d'Hébertville, St. Joseph d’Alma, St. Gédéon
de Grandmont, St. Jérome du Lac St. Jean, Bt. Louis de
Metabetchouan, Notre Dame du Lac St. Jean, St. Prime, 8t,
Félicicn, and the missions of Normandin and Tikanaby.
This county is the reat of a bishopric, two court houses, of a
large and a small seminary, and possessos two registration
offices, a convent and eight schools, frequented by about 4,000
children. And to think that this great and rapid develop-
mertof colonization was brought about exclusivelyby French-
Canadians, who, having left the older counties quite poor,
had nothing but their energy and their patriotism, without
help, without any communication with the great centres,
But they had for protectors the priests of their religion who,
teaching thom the love of God and their country, encouraged
them in their hard labor, and: shared their fatigues and their
privations. There is not one foreign immigrant in the
Saguenay. Yes, Sir, I proclaim it boldly, the colonization
of the Saguenay and Lake St. John is_exclusively the work
of the Catholic clergy. The wonders that they have cperated
there give the most emphatic answer to those who accure
them of being wanting in progressiveness. I have myself
seen these pricsts at work among the settlers, keeping up
their ocourage, and making them love more and more the
soil that they water every day with the sweatof their brows,
I do not wonder, after that, at the influence they exereise
over the settlers, and I assure you, Sir, that isnot undne
influence. I woald like to know, Sir, whother Manitoba, that
Province where tho Governmeny sink every year millions of
dollars—1 ask if Manitobs. would have, if left. to its own
resources,attained, proportionately, such rapid and igious
development as the Saguenasy and the Lake St. John
bave done? No, Sir. If the Government had applied
to the - dovelopment of Iiake 8t. John the money
they expend in one year on Manitoba, we would toxday
have at Lake St. John a. popnlation several times larger
than the present population. of Manitoba. The territory
of the Saguenay aud Lake 8t. John has thus developed



