
COMMONS DEBATES

States of America before the war broke out.
The shipbuilding of the United States in the
year 1861 was 233,193 tons. Now our tonnage
of say 200,000 tons represents an export value
of not less than $8,000,000. (Hear, hear.) The
tonnage of Canada in and out before the
Union was only 2,133,000 tons, and this was
chiefly in our inland lakes, but now we have
an increased tonnage on the seas in and out
of 5,597,236 tons, making not less than 7,-
730,236 tons on inland waters and the
sea. This reminds me of that great mine of
wealth, the products of the sea. Before
Confederation, taking the year 1866 as our
guide, the value of the fish caught in Canada
was not more than $1,918,000. But during the
saie year, the produce of the Fisheries of
Nova Scotia was $3,478,000, and of New
Brunswick $867,000, making a total of $6,-
263,000; if to this we could add Newfound-
land and Prince Edward Island, we should
have not less than $10,837,000 as the value of
our Fisheries, (hear, hear.) This, however,
though enormous, only represents a small
portion of our trade and industry. Before
Confederation our export trade was $11,841,-
000, and our imports $45,964,000. But adding
the export and import trade of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick, we have an aggregate
export and import trade of not less than
$133,185,687. This immense trade will, we
hope, come and go through the ports of Saint
John and Halifax, and cannot fail to enrich
every city through which it passes, and make
those cities the New York and Boston of our
new Dominion (hear, hear.) Indeed, I cannot
understand why the people of Halifax oppose
Confederation. If they were out of the Union
the vast trade to which I have referred would
be diverted exclusively to Saint John, and
build up that city at the expense of Halifax.
The policy which would ignore that trade is
not a good policy. It is said that the banking
and mercantile interests of Halifax control
Nova Scotia, and that last election they swept
the Union party out of existence. How is this?
Is it possible that their interests dread oppo-
sition? (Hear, hear.) Is it possible that the
bankers and merchants of Halifax are pre-
pared to sacrifice the interests of their
Province for their own selfish ends? (Hear,
hear.) They have done well and want to let
well enough alone. They have made money
and don't care to allow others to have a
chance. They dread opposition. They are sat-
isfied to remain as they are, rather than
encounter the opposition and the expansion
which this great scheme must necessarily
produce. (Hear, hear.) But the world cannot
stand still in order that the merchants and

bankers of Halifax may remain rich. They
cannot and they will not long resist the
destiny of our Confederation. The people of
that Province must ere long have their eyes
opened, and burst the bonds with which they
are enslaved by the selfish Halifax interests.
(Hear, hear.) I believe firmly that if there is
one Province to gain more than another by
Confederation, it is Nova Scotia, and if one
city more than another, it is Halifax. (Hear,
hear.) It, with Saint John, will hold the key
of our immense western trade, which year by
year must increase and enrich the cities of
the Maritime Provinces. (Hear, hear.) In re-
turn we hope to avail ourselves extensively,
not only of the fisheries, but of the coal of the
Maritime Provinces. Our western vessels, that
will carry down our breadstuffs, will have
return cargoes of coal and fish, and this must
reduce freights and so establish a trade that
will be a source of profit alike to al parts of
the Dominion. We are not, however, depend-
ent on fisheries, coal or manufacturing for
our support. It is true that we have the
attraction of the fisheries and coal of the
Maritime Provinces, and the timber trade and
great manufacturing interests of the Province
of Quebec. But we have more, we have an
immense agricultural interest, especially in
the West. There are 44,217,552 acres of land
in the hands of private parties, and therefore
I assume in great part fit for cultivation. Of
this there are not more than 12,718,754 acres
under cultivation, leaving 31,498,798 fit for
cultivation, yet to be cultivated. Besides, we
have the boundless territory of the North-
west, capable of supporting millions yet un-
born. Now, if with 12,000,000 acres of land
under cultivation, we have a population of
4,000,000, we shall not have less than a popu-
lation of 10,000,000 with 30,000,000 acres un-
der cultivation, and this population will be in
the time of many now on the floor of this
House. (Hear, hear.) I ask Mr. Speaker if the
contemplation of these facts and of this fu-
ture, should not of itself raise us far above
local politics or sectional jealousies. Let us
endeavour to become a great nation, and we
shall be a great nation. Let us endeavour to
encourage a national sentiment, and learn to
feel our own importance and our own
greatness among the great nations of the
earth. (Hear, hear.) There are advantages
arising out of the Union to which as yet I
have made no reference. I cannot overlook
the effect of an extended market for our
produce-the breaking down of hostile tariffs,
of hostile interests. Had the United States
remained as at one time they were, colonies
independent of each other, walled against
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