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CAN/DL:N PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMONWEALTH ARTS FESTIVAL

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, the Honourable Paul lartin,

announced today that the Government's invitation to perforn in the Commonwealth
1rts Festival has been accepted by the Toronto éymphony Orchestra, the Royal
innipeg Ballet, Le Theatre du Nouveau Monde and "Les Feux Follets",
It was announced on October 7 that the Canadian Government had in
rinciple accepted an invitation from the Cormonnealth Festival Society to
rticipate in the Festival which will take place in Britain fronm Septemter 16 to
ctober 2, 1965,
His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinturgh is the Chairnan of the idvisory
ouncil of the Festival and Mr, Ian Hunter, the initiator and first Director of
he Edinburgh Festival, is Director General, The aim of the Commonwealth arts
1estival is to forge cultural links tetween countries of the Comnmonwealth to
supplement the already existing links in politics, econonics, science and other
%ields. The Festival will seek to reveal the diversity of the cultural traditions
which exist in the various ccuntries and will cover music, theatre, dancing,
'iSual arts, folk arts and crafts, filnm and television film, architecturs and in-
Iustrial desipn, Festival centres will be in lLonden, Cardiff, Liverpool and

élasgow.
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