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and many require motorists 
to carry appropriate proof of 
insurance. Each state's motor 
vehicles departnient can give 
you more specific information. 
The American Automobile 
Association (AM) and the 
Canadian Automobile Association 
(CM) can provide detailed 
information to their members. 

If you are in the United States 
and wish to drive to Mexico in your 
personal vehicle, you may need 
to purchase liability insurance as 
well as -additional auto insurance. 
Contact your insurance agent and 
the local Mexican tourist office 
for information. 

Pets 
When examined at a port of entry, 
cats and dogs must show no 
signs of diseases communicable 
to humans. If there is evidence 
of poor health, an examination 
by a licensed veterinarian might 
be required, at the expense of 
the owner. 

Vaccination against rabies is not 
required for cats. Dogs must be 
vaccinated against rabies at 
least 30 days before entry, except 
for puppies under three months 
of age. Other animals are also 

subject to controls. Further 
information may be obtained 
from the U.S. Customs & Border 
Protection Web site 
(www.chp.gov ). 

When you return to Canada, the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
will require proof of vaccination 
against rabies for all cats and 
dogs over three months of age. 
If you don't have this proof, 
inspectors can provide you with 
a conditional release so that you 
can present the proper documen-
tation at a later date, at a cost 
of about $60. It is therefore 
advisable to have your cat or 
dog vaccinated before leaving 
Canada. For detailed information, 
contact the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency or visit their 
Web site (www.inspection.gc.ca ). 

U.S. Customs 
Very specific U.S. regulations 
govern what you may bring into 
the United States. These cover 
gifts, alcohol, tobacco and vehi-
cles. Also included are various 
prohibited and restricted items 
such as lottery tickets, liquor-
filled candy, seditious and trea-
sonable materials, obscene or 
pornographic materials, products 
made by convicts or forced 13 


