
Institutions in support of regional infrastructure development, as well as 
agreement to undertake a feasibility study on a Network of Infrastructure 
Facilitation Centres to encourage information sharing and transparency. 
Recognizing the importance of telecommunications and information 
technology for building an Asia—Pacific information society, we agree that 
the Asia—Pacific Information Infrastructure is an essential basis for 
ensuring the competitiveness of the region in the 21st Century. 

15. Connecting electronically: We agree that electronic commerce is one of 
the most important technological breakthroughs of this decade. We direct 
Ministers to undertake a work program on electronic commerce in the 
region, taking into account relevant activities of other international fora, 
and to report to us in Kuala Lumpur. This initiative should recognize the 
leading role of the business sector and promote a predictable and 
consistent legal and regulatory environnent that enables all APEC 
economies to reap the benefits of electronic commerce. 

16. Connecting science and technology: In view of the growing role of science 
and technology in promoting economic growth and its close linkages to 
trade and investment flows, we direct Ministers to formulate an APEC 
Agenda for Science and Technology Industry Cooperation into the 21st 
Century, and present it to us in Kuala Lumpur. We also welcome other 
regional networks to strengthen science and technology linkages, 
including the Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU). 

17. Connecting the issues: Achieving sustainable development remains at the 
heart of APEC's mandate. Equity, poverty alleviation and quality of life 
are central considerations, and must be addressed as an integral part of 
sustainable development. We have made a commitment to advance 
sustainable development across the entire scope of our workplan. We 
welcome the results of the multi-sectoral symposium on relationships 
among food and energy and the environment under the pressures of rapid 
economic and population growth, as well as the interim report we have 
received. We look forward to presentation of a more detailed and 
action-oriented report in 1998. 

18. Connecting efforts on climate change: We recognize the importance of 
accelerating action on a global level to deal with emissions of greenhouse 
gases. We affirm that this issue is of vital significance, and that it requires 
cooperative efforts by the international community, in accordance with the 
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. We emphasize our 
strong support for a successful outcome to the Third Conference of the 
Parties in furthering the objectives of the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UN-FCCC). We note that all APEC members can make 
important contributions to this effort. We also agree that the enhancement 
of energy efficiency plays an important role in addressing climate change. 
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