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WEEK ':S ',EVENTS 

:PRIME MINISTER' S 'RETIREMENT: 'Addressing: the 
'National -Liberal • Fede ra tion • dinner , • January 
20, Prime Minister 'Mackenzie :King: announced 
his- desire to retire!as. leader of:the•Liberal 
partY.,.He : asked' tha t Libera 1 • coriventiàn be 
called: to :name . 	: success° r:' (P.  7- 11).  

SUCCESSION  ifi LEAbERSffe:  ' In 'Winnipeg y,es, 
terday, the Secre ta ry 	Sta te7 for External 
Affairs, Mr. • St. 'Laurent, (according: to ' Pre.as 
despatches) . told 7 interviewers : that 'he rwoULd 
giveserious-consideraticn:to-.thrna.tter if  
asked to take- over : the • Li beral leadership - on 
retirement- ci LI Mr. -Mackenzie:Kin g.,• 	were 
some th in g Which would fur ther ^ rather.; than 
retard: Canadian : unit 	he .'Sa4,"!:1' aen!.'t` see 
how q could refuse_cOn the • orther.1%.an51,, . if 
there were: any ind ice ti 	of a • split • in . the 
party • on • racial 'or religious 1 ines 

: no t • like to be a 'party to . such a • Sp tz.n .  

CABINET' CHANGES :  'The' Prime - Minister  has  an-
. flounced the : fo 1 low in g • chan ges in :the - Ca bine 

' Rt. »Hon . Ian :Mackenzie,,'Minister :of 
•Vetérana' Affairs,: appointed: to:  the  Sea te 

Son dvt: F. Gregg: of:FL:ski:- 
:eries, .appointed7Minister' of • Veterans' 
Affairs. 

Rt.‘ Hon. C. ID. Howe, Minister: of Recon-
- struction and -  Supply appointed - Min i s ter. o f 
•Trade • and • Commerce ..  

Hon., James. A.:Ma cKiinnon , -Minister • o f 
:Trade and Commerce, • temporarily appointed 

- Minister of Fisheries. 

IN REVICW 

JJ . McCann, who held the two port-
folios of Revenue andNationa I War Services, 
resigns- the .  Viar Services portfolio but con-
tinues: as :Mini-stet- Of -National Revenue. 

. The appointment - of' - Mr.,:Mackenzie to • the 
Senate will ...mean.  a by - eleç tion in • Vancouver 
Centre, : the: seat:he. -  repreaented -  in the:House 
of  Épmrnona re are now three vacancies. in 
th'e • H:ou,se o f. Commons' and - nine in the Senate. 

'The. Prime -.MiniSter ftirther• announced that 
the. Work' of ',the DePartment o f Na t a I War 
Services : havin g been -  comp' eted,, -  Chester- H. 
Payne„ • S .;0,,, had, on- January. 1,, 1948., begun 
tÉLe: ciaua"1: feave'. pr' ior: to , : re ti rement ,  from -  the 
position. of,. Associate -  Deputr Minister: to  which 
he: was1 appointed' on-March 23, 1943. 

EiPORTS' INCIVASE  ' Canada' s' exporta. during 
1947:  were  valued' at $2;775 millions, which is 
over- three times. the average • annual. value of 
her. exports. in the prewar Years 1935-r 1939, and 
twenty' per- Fent 'greater than in 1946, accord-
ing- to a- statement- issued tôday by the Min Later 
of - Trade- and- Commerce, • Mr. C.D.. Howe.. I t• must 
he  hoWever, that. the' general. price 
rise in • most:products' during• the- year under 
review- contributed in. large' part to' the in-
crease' over' previous- peacetime• years. 

•Ili;.e • statement ,  con tinuei: taere ,  were • few 
prânetunced. changes from the  preceding years' in 
t1;ee'• geographical  distribution' of Canada 's ex-
port: trade .  in. 1947  .The  United States and Great 
BrAain• continued- to provide the principal 
markets for Canadian- products, with over 64 
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