
now to shape the agenda, withing the framework of the OAS mechanisms.

111 Priorities and Recommendations for Policy Options

1. Institution alisin g Inclusion and Access: Focus on Indigenous Peoples

Many participants agreed that inclusion and access of traditionally excluded groups todecision-making and deliberative bodies should be institutionalised or at least formalised i someway. Particular attention should be paid to Indigenous Peoples. Other groups including, NOOsand labour, disabled people, women, as well as youth and children also need attention.

Allan Torbitt fromn the Assenmbly of First Nations talked about thie AFN's ties withIndigenous Peoples living i the Hemisphere as wcll as Latin Anierican goverifients. The AFNhas been actively engaged i the OAS. It is here where an opportunity exists to work together,with other civil society representatives, in trying to enhance thic engagement of traditionallymarginalised groups in decision-making and deliberative bodies. Some progress has already beenmade toward a formahiscd process of addressing the rights of Indigenous Peoples within thc OASmechanism. The AFN has also developed a positive bi-lateral relationship with Mexico as aresuit of various diplomatic and trade missions. Tbrough this relationship some steps towardinclusion and acccss have been made on a bi-lateral basis.

Access and inclusion can also be facilitated through various fora with a formaltransparent lirik to the OAS or otiier Hemisphere decision making and deliberative mechanisms.Leading up to the Toronto Trade Ministers' Meeting (November 1999), a Business Forum and a


