
Supreme Court lias become an important influence on public policy since the cntrencbment of the Charter

0f Riglits and Freedoms in 1982. This report outlines a major project on agenda setting in Canada's

Supreme Court that is designed to do two tbings: (1) establish systmaio empirical explanations for how

Canada's Court selects cases for review, and (2) to replicate the American researchi to determine whether

titis researchi can be used as a foundation in developing more general understandings of how courts of

fina appeal -decide to decide.-

This report is orgaiized in the following ways. Furst the Amencan researchi on agenda setting is

reviewed. Second, the Anrcan and Canadian Supreme Courts are compar ed and contrasted. Third, the

research project and its revisions are discussed and the "Canada Database" is descrlbed. Fourtb, the

process of selecting cases for review in Canada is sketchied based on interviews with attorneys and formr

clerks.

arcli perspectives on agenda seting in the U.S. Suprenie Court cluster around four


