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Levels of obligation

14.24 The dispute settlement provisions set out above can be invoked in
cases where a Party considers that another Party has not achieved satisfac-
tory results under Articles 3, 4, 6, 8 and 9 and its trade interests are sig-
nificantly affected. In this respect, such results shall be equivalent to those
envisaged in Articles 2, 5 and 7 as if the body in question were a Party.

Processes and production methods

14.25 The dispute settlement procedures set out above can be invoked in
cases where a Party considers that obligations under this Agreement are
being circumvented by the drafting of requirements in terms of processes
and production methods rather than in terms of characteristics of products.

Retroactivity

14.26 To the extent that a Party considers that technical regulations, stan-
dards, methods for assuring conformity with technical regulations or
standards, or certification systems which exist at the time of entry into
force of this Agreement are not consistent with the provisions of this Agree-
ment, such regulations, standards, methods and systems shall be subject to
the provisions in Articles 13 and 14 of this Agreement, in so far as they
are applicable.

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 15
Final provisions
Acceptance and accession

15.1 This Agreement shall be open for acceptance by signature or other-
wise, by governments contracting parties to the GATT, and by the European
Economic Community.

15.2 This Agreement shall be open for acceptance by signature or other-
wise by governments having provisionally acceded to the GATT, on terms
related to the effective application of rights and obligations under this




