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FINAL DECLARATION

The representatives of States participating in the Conference on the

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, bringing together States Parties to the
Geneva Protocol of 1925 and other interested States in Paris from
7 to 1l January 1989, solemnly declare the following:

1.

The participating States are determined to promote international peace
and security throughout the world in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations and to pursue effective disarmament measures. 1In this
context, they are determined to prevent any recourse to chemical weapons
by completely eliminating them. They solemnly affirm their commitments
not to use chemical weapons and condemn such use. They recall their
serious concern at recent violations as established and condemned by the
competent organs of the United Nations. They support the humanitarian
assistance given to the victims affected by chemical weapons.

The participating States recognize the importance and continuing validity
of the Protocol for the prohibition of the use in war of asphyxiating,
poisonous or other gases and bacteriological methods of warfare, signed
on 17 June 1925 in Geneva. The States Parties to the Protocol solemnly
reaffirm the prohibition as established in it. They call upon all States
which have not yet done so to accede to the Protocol.

The participating States stress the necessity of concluding, at an early
date, a Convention on the prohibition of the development, production,
stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons, and on their destruction.
This Convention shall be global and comprehensive and effectively
verifiable. It should be of unlimited duration. To this end, they call
on the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva to redouble its efforts, as a
matter of urgency, to resolve expeditiously the remaining issues and to
conclude the Convention at the earliest date. All States are requested
to make, in an appropriate way, a significant contribution to the
negotiations in Geneva by undertaking efforts in the relevant fields.
The participating States therefore believe that any State wishing to
contribute to these negotiations should be able to do so. In addition,
in order to achieve as soon as possible the indispensable universal
character of the Convention, they call upon all States to become parties
thereto as soon as it is concluded.

The participating States are gravely concerned by the growing danger
posed to international peace and security by the risk of the use of
chemical weapons as long as such weapons remain and are spread. In this
context, they stress the need for the early conclusion and entry into
force of the Convention, which will be established on a
non-discriminatory basis. They deem it necessary, in the meantime, for
each State to exercise restraint and to act responsibly in accordance
with the purpose of the present declaration.

The participating States confirm their full support for the

United Nations in the discharge of its indispensable role, in conformity
with its Charter. They affirm that the United Nations provides a
framework and an instrument enabling the international community to
exercise vigilance with respect to the prohibition of the use of chemical
weapons. They confirm their support for appropriate and effective steps



