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"We Agree to be Lsnd ta Animal&"

We are not apt ta realize that aur canduct in-
fluences not only thoso among whamn we live but that
animaies a wcll becorno goad, bad or indifferent,
accarding to the character of thase by wbam thoy are
surrounded.

The benefit that childron dcrive tram baving the
care and responsibility a! pets is atten spakon of, and
vsry oft.n a girl or boy is higbly commended because
he or elbs is known ta be the passessor af a cat, dag
or bird. On the ather baud it wauid ottentimes be
interesting ta knaw just what that pet thongbt of

i ta owner. Oue naturally supposes that the boy or

girl who bas a pet givee it the very best care and

attention, but warm beds, fresbly aired hanses and
plenty of food do nat make the suin total o! I'good
care. " How wonld a boy t eel if hi. tather or mather
neyer said a plcasant word ta hum, neyer saked after
hie weifare, or expresaed delight in hi. onjoyments ?
And bow many boys there are wha neyer think it

neoes8ary ta talk ta the pets committed ta their cars.
It is ridiculaus ta 8ay that animais cannot under-

stand nor do naL appreciate sncb attentions, becanse
it basz been proved tinie and again that sncb is not the
cas. Amang the pets in a certain household are

crows, doge, pigeons, rabbits, canaries, a pouy, a tiny
marmoset, and a pretty grey Java sparraw. These

animais are ail great favorites with the children, sud

are treated by theul as camplaniaus; in the braadost

seuse af the word. The canaries, tram having been

talked ta, have caine ta know wbat is said ta thoin

-in a limited seuse, of caurse,-but stili they know

wben they are spoken toand wben tbey are the sub-

jeet of conversation. The sparrow, who bas slways

had its freedoin dnring the day, vas at first caged at

night, as it vas fearod ho might fiy ino the lampe

or strike againet saine bright abject in the roam. If

by auy mischauce bis cage was not opened for hum as

soan a the daylight faded ho wonld fiy dawn upon

the table, chirping and happiug train place ta place

until the deuired attention was attracted, sud ho was

safely housed until the uext maruing, wbeu he would

stand before tbe door waiting tor iL to be openod and

bis liberty giron hum again.
The rabbita are the tsmest, but perhsps it.is because

rabbi t8 are invariably sa shy, that these sem particu-

larly noticeabie. They knaw no fear wbatever, but

will came ta, bo pettod as soon as thoy see anyone, and

are nover happier than when beiug tslked ta. Tho

crowe have picked up one or tva yards and say

"h ello " distinctly ; they bark like the doge, imitate

many sounds, and resolutely refuse toa show strange

boys ta enter the barnl ini which they lire, regarding

it, evidently, as their personal property. It is the
same with the other. pets, and it is only ta show how
very friendly and cornpanionable animals wiIl become
when the opportunity is givon thora that these
instances are cited.

We have known and heard of animais, on the
contrary, belonging ta apparently kind boys who were
timid, cross and stupid. It is natan unfrequent thing
to hear of a parrot that i. in the habitatf swearing, and
this accomplishinent has, too, been spoken of with
pride, the poor bird'. owner torgetting that ita words
were only a repetition of his own thougb ta.

Apart tram, the simple justice of tresting animais,
humanely and considerately, such a course will add
ta their vaine as proteotors of mankind and pramoteru
of civilizatian. For instance, in one tamily was a
big Newfoundiand dog, a great pet and play-feiiuw.
He had been taught ta cansider the children, par-
ticuiarly the baby, as his especiai charge. -Wherever
the littie oues were there was. IlMajor " keenly alive

ta ail dangers. Otten at night be weuld go from
roomn ta room looking into the beda ta see if al
were safe. If any resties littie sleeper had burrawed
ont af sight beneath the clothes, "'Major" would
hunt until bis search was rewarded by finding what

he sought. Notbing was more paitbetic than ta ses

bim, growu aid, blind, lame and deaf, trying ta, join

the children in their gaines, and painfally seeking

out and keeping near the ane who, "though aider
growu, was stili the baby.

Ail are tamiliar with the brave St. Bernard doge

and their lires doroted ta the saving ot human life.
Would tbey be as gontie ta the lost traveller if

thoy, theinseives, were not treatod with love an.d

kiudnes8? Next ta tDe nobieneassot the St. Bernard,

stands, I tbiuk, the confidence of a beautitul Irish

setter, Who brougbt the pretty littie pup-her only

one-that ello had accidentaliy killed and laid in the

lap of ane of the family, sitting down beside ber with

a look in her groat brawn eyes that vas heartbreaking.

The poor dog had known only lave and cars, and teit

sure that in this case what she cauld not accaîupiish

wauld be an easy task ta tbosewho had always shown

bier sucb kinduess.
And this kindnsss, gsntlensss and patience ta

animais mnuet help ta develop aur own lires and ta

enabie us ta influence for good the lives of those

about us. A vory iovely story is toid of Mr. Corlis.,

the inventar and ongine builder. Ho bad a number

of men at work biasting out saine rock for building

purpasea. Que day saine o! thein tound in a cleft o!

the rock a nest, on which a little bird was sitting.

They knew that the next biset wouid destray the neet

and showed it ta Mr. Coriiss. The great mian-for


