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Bilingualism in Canada-A Parallelism in Norman England
By B. THADDEUS, F.S.C.

[In -a recent lecture to the students of the Faculty of Let-ters of the University of Montreal, Professer William HenryAtherton analyzed sorne of the features of the Norman Con-quest of 1066 in its bearings on Phîlology and Ethnology,and, paralleling what had been accomplished seven centuries
later by another invasion, the counterpart in a measure ofthe first, the English Conquest of Norman Canada in 1760,he concluded by an appeal for good-fellowship and mutual
forbearance between the two great ethnical groupe of thiscountry. The following are thouglits inspired by Dr. Ather-
ton's lecture.]

The Norman Conquest of England.
A dursory glance at the Norman period of Englieli his-tory will impress even the casual reader with this basic fact:no matter by whom undertaken, the subjugation of an islandkingdom and of a language racy of the soul, will prove a dif-ficuit task. Renowned tacticians had attempted it hereto-fore and had miserably failed. No lees a genius than JuijusCaesar soon found out that these liberty-loving Britishers

were not to be coerced; and even while William of Nor-mandy, at the head of a formidable armada is awaiting afavorable southern gale to dash his troops against England'srugged shores, another army of invasion-Danish pirates
under a fierce chieftain, Harold Hardrada,-are learning totheir own sorrow that the easy-going Saxon does flot tameîy
yield when fighting with his back to the wall. This îe thetale told by the battia of Stamford Bridge.

But William of Normandy was no ordinary soldier. Thehistorian Green has this to say o! hlm: $'In William, the
wild impulses of the Northman's blood mingled strangeîy
with the cool temper of the modemn statesman. 'As lie wasthe last, so, he -,vs the most terrible outcome o! the forth-
ern race. The very spirit of the sea-robbers from. whom hesprang seemed embedied in bis gigantic formn, his enormous
strength, bis desperate bravery, the fury Of his wratb, theruthlessness of his revenge. Boy as lie was at Val-es-dunes,
horse and man went down before hie lance. Ail the fiercegayety of bis youth, in his rout of fifteen Angevins withbut five men at bis back, in hie defiant ride with hawkon fist as if var and chase were one. No man could bendbis bow. His mace crasbed its way through the ring ofEnglieli warriors te the foot of the standard. He' rose tohis greateet height et moments when other mon despaired.î

THE TAXATION PROBLEMX (Continued).
nese being run with the revenue fluctuating in thie abeurd
manner. The Dominion and Provincial Governments at will, Smay tbrough their acte, exempt any land from taxation oas wae donc in the case o! the C. N. R. and P. G. E., and flarge revenues thue disappear witb ne reduction in the ex.. openditures necessary by the municipality. The plea, that r,sucli exemption ie justified because the construction o! these e:lines and of public works benefits the municipelities, is an liabsurd one as it ie obvions that sncb works are not primariîyfor the benefit of the municipalities, and any benefits carry Gwith them a corresponding responsibilîty and expense to the mmunicipality. 

tThe time bas surely corne when we should abandon such iunbusinessli<e methode. 
mA conference of Federal, Provincial and Municipal repre.. visentatives miglit result in a fair division o! revenue and ex- cependiture with increased- efficiency and decreased cost. OnlY diOur extreme conservatiem and tendency to reverence unr anancestors by holding to their inethods keep us from Pntting Seinto the diecard theories and. methods whlcb have Ontlived re~their usefuiness.

Thus hie veice rang out as a trumpet when hie soldiersfled before the English charge at Senlac, and hie battle cryturned into victory wbat seemied utter defeat."' And thisWilliam of Normandy is the man Who bas made up hie mindto brin g England under bis domination. Eventually, lie suc-ceeds; but at the coet of a mighty host of followere.
Throughout the spring and summer Of 1066, aIl the sea-ports of Normandy, Picardy, and Brittany ring *ith thebusy sound o! preparation. "Nightly toile the subject of theland, whoee sore tesk divides not the Sunday from the week.',And as early as August, the whole of bis shipping je as-sembled at the mouth of the Dive, 400 large sailing and morethan a thousand transports. Hie army numbers sixty thon.sand mien, well equipped and efficered. Adverse winds re-tain them for several weeks and they smart with impatience,îittle surmising that it is this bit o! ill-luck which will reallyhelp themn win at Hastings. For in the meantime Harold o!England was'losing the flower o! hie army againet Hardradathe Dane, and when William landed hie troops at Peveneey,Harold had but a bal! organized army te meet him. Eventhen bis troope fouglit se, well that lie nearly won the day.But when lie was wounded by a Norman arrow and a suddenbreacli was wrought in the Saxon line chefly through therallying cry of William himeel!, the islenders grew panickyand towards night!all turned and fled, leaving the Normanin possession of the field. Sad as was the pliglit of thedefenders, they had as yet but sipped the bitter cnp of woe.Under their new masters, tbey will have much to suffer; andmeny will empty the chalice of bitternees to its very dregs.A merciful Providence epared the French of Canada in 1760from a like humiliation at the bande o! the Englieli invaders.

Norman Bîlînguallin.
The Frankieli conqueror bad corne with the intention o!annihilating everything Saxon; even the very lenguage o!the people was condemned te disappear; the conquest waste be complete. In a measure the dream of the invader lereelized; the zude Teutonic tongue is ceet aside, the lowerOrders alon e clinging te its use; the lenguage o! the Court[s Frencli-not the polished Frenchi o! -a leter day, but an)utgrowtb o! the Latin dielect o! the Roman legiens ini Gaulind o! the Frankieli hordes wbo had settled in Northern'rance about the year 486 A.D.;-the Norman lords in their~axon mansions'and the ,gentry in'their feudatory holdingsvill suffer ne other tongue to be spoken; aPparentîy, Frenclviii soon be the dominant lenguage o! the country and the~axon idiom Îe doomed te oblivion. But sncb wîll fut be theutcome; the Anglo-Saxon language wilî survive and theoreign tongue will gradually die ont as the main vebiclef literary expression or o! social intercourse, thougli it wllemain for longas the lan guage o! deplomacy and neyerritirely lest by the educated classes, as a fertile source ofterary culture.

At firet the Frencb foreigners diedin to learn the crudeermanic idiomi; but intercourse and marriage between Nor-an lord and Saxon lady gradually lessen this dislike fore language o! the venquished, and each learne the other'.>eech; firet as a mneans o! communication, and then. as siedium o! intellectuel culture. Englieli will net only sur-,ve, but it will emerge from the ordeal witb added ex.Ilencies. First, meny o! the old Saxon inflections wiUlsappear; the genitive ending will be replaced by "ou'*;da wealtb o! word. will be added te our vocabulary.condly, ini metrical composition, a compromise will beacbed between the two ferme o! poetry.
(Te lie coiitinued).


