
A very interesting discussion is now going, on in,
India in reference te local government. The In-
dian governiment recently issued a statement in
whichi it favered an extension of the present systemn
which was introduced thirty years ago by Lord
Ripon, to take the place of the "punchayet" or
couneil of five. The pumehayet, which is ene ef the
oldest of Indian. institutions, being a survival of the
time when the village, as the unit of government,
was the centre of not enly the local social life but
discharged the double function of local legislation
and administration; and owing~ to its members being
really the best men in thie district, in spite of its
often drastic measures, it was usually~ a very effi-
cient body. But the s.ystem represented decentrali-
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and thougli attempts have been made from time to
time toý pateli it uip, the, indifference of the native
and even the English mînd, lias been. sucli as te con-
vince the authorities of the futility of carrying on
the system in its present form.

What is soimewhat strange in the governmental
document, but which shows the trend of British
democracy even in the goverument of native races,
is its favourable attitude to a revival of the punch-
ayet idea thoughi it, again typically English, raises
difficulties in the way of carrying it out. In the
meautime, the government anounces that it lias
"idecided to accept in alnest every case the con-
clusions of the local governxuext or administration
as to the degree of progress possible at the present
timie, " and as these conclusions differ in the var-
ious parts of the country, and in many centres are
considered an advantage rather than otherwise, it
is very evident that variety of system is preferable
to uniformity, whieh is considered in Indian circles
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