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witbout any embarrassment or reser-

vation on tbese accouints."y
The work of the Higber Critics on

the Old Testament bas received fairly

wide acceptauce; but when it comes

to the New Testament, the attemrpt

bas been made to arrest the advance

of criticism. But the thoughtful per-

son will see no adequate reason for

studying the Jewisb writings of the

New Testament on principles differ-

ent from those on wbich the Jewish

writings of the Old Testament are in-

vestigated. Doubtless there is less in

the New Testament whicb offends

the reason, and very little whicb hurts

the conscience, but much or little, it

will 'have to meet the samne fate as the

Old Testament wonders. To the edu-

cated man, imbued witb the scientific

or the philosophical spirit, miracles

are seen to be impossible; be is con-

tinually seeking to see reason in things

and is unsatisfied until bis search is

successful. The universe is only intel-

ligible to him when it is seen to be

rational.
Canon Henson advdurces three cou-

siderations whicb juistify the para-

miount place wbich the Bible bas tra-

ditionally beld ini Christian society. His

first reason is that "the Bible remains

after ahl the edlucatiuuial discussions

of our timne, the best mianuial of funda-

mental morality of which experience

has knowledge. The excellence arises.

Perhaps, fromn two causes. On the

one baud, in the Bible, miorality is al-

ways linked with the enthusiasmn of

religious conviction; on the other

hand, morality is constantly illustra-

ted by farnous examples." No substi-

tute can indeed be found for the Bible

as an inspirer of moral conduct, ai-d

he would be very foolisb indeed who

would ignore or upndçýr-çstijnate the

valuie of the uiniversal esteem with
whichi the Bible is stili regarded.

His second consideration is that

the Bible is stili the ýbest corrective

of ecclesiastical corruption. . . The

distribution of the Scriptuires widcly

amongst the people thuis serves as a

check upon ecclesiastical action, and

presents that too-intimate association

of the religion with the ecclesiastical

machine, which, whienever it exists,

tends strength to the one by emperil-

Jing the other."
"In the third place, the Bible, and

especially the New Testament, "is

perbiaps the rnost effectuial check wc

have on the materialistic tendencies

of modern life. . . There is some-

thing in the social atmospbere created

by a widely-diffused acquaintance

with the Scriptuires which m-oderates

the acerbity of economic strife, shales

the arrogant selfishness of prosperity,

and mitigates the embittered resent-

ments of want. Far better than inter-

mittent disquisitions fromn a supreflie

Ecclesiastical Authority is the stamip-

ing indelibly on the public conscience

of that conception of human (luty

which is expressed in the Gospel.

This great service to peace and to

social reformation is rendereti *by the

Bible in the famiiliar usage of the

people."
Canon Henson's article lias, as xve

have sait, calleti forthi a great tîcal of

uinfavouirable criticismi. A certain

Anglican clergyman of Montreal, in a

recout sermon, asserts tliat bis position

is illogical and proceecîs to denion-

strate this assertion under tbe follow-

ing three heads:
1. The Higher Criticismn, and What

it Stands For.
2. What -jloly Men Think in Op-

position to Iligher Criticism,


