
MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

Reward.
IF farmers, wbo have discovered ingenious

methods lu couneetion with their work which
would be of use to their fellow farmers, will write
us and describe the samne, furnishing a sketch when
îpracticable, we wiil reward them by publishing theni
over their naines, with an illustration îvhen possible ;
and further, when we consider the plans or ideas
advanced have special menit we wiii remit thein
aniounts varying from 75e ta $5. 00, i proportion ta
Our estimate of their value ta our readers.

HAVE your path macadainized froxît the gate te
the front door. It saves a great deal of labor
with in the bouse to have dlean, good walks about It.

ON, E Of the înost foolîsh thinge done lu ceuuec-
tion withi a vegetable garden le to work the ground
when it je too wet. Many fariors of goocl judg-
ment ùi other inatters will pcrsist in doing this,
and then wonder why it le that, they have sbah a
poor return for the money and labor expcnded.

Youj iill need sometinDg by and by ta dust over
your cabbages, cucumbere and other vegetables
against thec depredations of insecte. So that you
tnay be prepared for these insecte save Up ail the
soot froin the cleaning of stoves and etovepipes ini
a barrel under %helter. When needed for use mix
with dry ashles, quiekîline, plaster and enough of
kerosene to inake very eavoury.

Tiur conviction ie more aud more growing in the
mîinds of go<>d farniers, that if ail the mnanurial re-
.sources of the larin are saved and utilized, coin-
niercial fertilizeî's wvi11 1e unneceeeary. The liqi(ud
portion of mianure, which comnioniy soake inte the
ground and je lest, is said to be worth as înuch as
aIl tile rest put togetiier. If the efforts of nature
to keep the soil fertile, which it makes through the
atinosphieric influences, are initelligently supple-
niente(l by hunian effort, every fari will be suffi-
cient unto itseif iu fertilizing properties.

The Sparrow Nuisance.
Mr'. E. W. VERIiLYEi, Belleville, sende us the fol-

lowing :--I ueticed in your st issue of MiSSEY's

ILLUSTRATED) a reward offered to any person who
would write you soine new ides, in connection
with farnhhing, that would benefit the fariner. I
take interest in relating to you the fact thatkgniess
sorne irnînediate plan is devised te kili the spar-
row birds, that have become such a nuisance of
late, the farmers will suifer greatiy f rom ioss of
grain, for they increase terribly fast and are
very destructive in a field of grain. I, saw last
summuer about fifty or sixty on eue shecli of wheat,
and 1 eau safely say that one-haîf the wheat in that
shock was destroyed; net ouiy in whbat they cou-
surned, but the grain lay on the ground under the
alhock lu quantities. And still wverse, the littie
peste resort te our barns in the winter and reinain
there until late lu sprig, feeding entirely upon
our grai that is scattered through the barn, and
occasionally making a big haul iu the granaries,
when perchance the dloors are left open a short
turne. Ou bright suuny days they corne outside
the baLrn te -sun themeielves, and as they ait ln
large aud rather close floeke, my idea of killing
thei is te ire shot among thein, and by se doing,
kili perhaps one-haif dozen ata time.

A Superior Fence.
Mit. A. M. FRtAsER, Loch Broom, Picton, N. S.,

wnites us as follows :-I send you a description of a
feue whieh 1 have huilt that proves te be a good
eue, and lias the followîng advsntages over al
othere that 1 have seen - It takea leus material ; it

Growing Corn Fodder.
BY D. V~. L. CAM4PBEPLL, VANKLIiEK 11ILL, ONT,

The three numbere ef the ILLUJSTRATED pub-
iished, sud which we read with pleasure aud profit,
bid fair te the succese of the enterprise. As yen
invite correspondence f romn farmers on topice relat-
iDg te agriculture, I herewith send you a short
description of our method of growing corn fodder,and leave it for you te inake use of anything useful
it may centai.

Plough the land eanly the p reviens fail. During
wintcr manuire ie hauied freim the stables and
thrown jute large heape on the field and allowed
ta ferment, that frein the horse and cow stable
being mixed together; but 1 thiuk herse iuanure
preferable te that of cattie. Iu the spring a liberal
qnantity le spread on the land and hsrrewed
thoroughly as soon as the soul becoînes dry enough
te pulverize. It le then allowed te remain in this
condition until piautîug, whjeh is doue as soon as
danger from froet la thought te be paet. The
planting is accompiished by pioughlug shailow, and
seattening the seed lu every third furrow. Foruî-
eriy forty kernels of cern per foot were given as
the proper thickuese, but experience lias proven
that the staike will net mature properiy if sown se
thickly. Ou the other hand, some writers say
that the kernele should lui about eight luches
apart. Thie again in our experience is going te the
other extreme, as the steaks wonld grow frein
twelve ta sixteen feet high and as stout as emall
fork haudles. We sow the erdiary Ilwestern "
or "'herse tooth " variety, sud consider ten te
twenty graille per foot about right. When threugh
planting, the ground is thoroughly harrowed aud
roiied, in order te crnsh any lumps that may re-
main on the surface. In eight or ten daye the
cern will have made its appearance and the soul
gets another harrowing. There is ne danger ef up-
roetiug the cernl, as we have used an iron harrow
the twe past seaens. Should the weatber prove
favorable, the cern will now make rapîd grewth,
and je beneflted by having the cultivator or herse
hoe passed between the drille once iu ten days or
two weeks, until it grows se high as te beceme
hiable te be broken by the whiffletree. There does
net seemn te be much nourishment in the staike
befere tasselig, se that a mixture of peuansd oats
sewn early wouid make a more pro fi table seilng
crop for feeding firat when the pasture becemes
short. lu this section (Eastern Ontario) we allow
the crop te grwas long as there la ne danger cf
frost, se thart he stalks may mature and form

eau be bult in less tiine ; frost will not heave it
nearly as much as other post fences, because the
frost caunot get a leverage on accouint of the diteh
and dyke. It le the expansion of the surface of the
earth that forces the poste up ou a level surface, ne
inatter hcw deep they are, if the land le wet.

Take poste about 6 iu. thick, 5ft. 6 lu. Ieng;
point the îailit end ; makre a hole with a crowbar;
drive them. down about 2 f t.; put on one rail
at the top aud one wire 10 in. urider it. Plough
several outs on each aide side of the fence ; build a
dyke of the soul 18 in. high under the wîre, and
you have a neat fence four feet high.

The posta eau be driven just when the freet
cornes out (they will dr-ive easy then) and the
fence fiuiehed later. I drive by hand, using a hain-
mer niade from. a piece of hardwood 6 in. thick
and 16 lu. long, witb a baudle 3 ft. 6 lu. And stand
on a stool 18 in. higb. with cross pieces on the legs
ta keep it from sinking lu the soft grouud.

work, however, muet be 'well doue, or it will be
rough aud lumpy, like Fig. 1, whlch represeuts a

nubbins. Last season, however, tbough excep.
tionai, we had heavy frosts on the nights of the 6th
and 7th of September, which damaged the crop so
that it hiad tobe out at once, for if left uneut after
heavy frost the staike soon become ahnost wortb.
leus. Cutting is done with a siekie, passing the
left arm around the end of tho drill and cutting
backwards. Whien enough for a bundie is cut it is
laid evenly on the grouind, and, If the weather ie
fine, allowed to remain until the following day,
when it le bound and shocked up : two bands
being plaeed arouind each stock. After reînaining
a couple of 'weeks or so in the stook they are
hauled te the barns and placed standing on top of
mows or other *available spa ce. If laid down lu
any quantity they will moula.

Hints ,About Lawns.
-HOW TO SECURE A GOOD EVEN LAWN-A CHEAP

AND SERVICEABLE nAN» ROLLER.

To secure a good even lawn which. will remaiu
green in seasons of severe drouth, a deep and ricli
soit muet be prepared. Most land requires under.
draining and reducing to a fine mellow condition,
to a depth of a foot and a half if practicable. If ail
this work ean be done early in spring, as soon as
the froat disappears and the soil je dry enough, the
grass seed may be sown at once; otherwise it would
be better to prepare the ground well and wait tili
autumu. If the spring ie moist, it will do to eow
later than i a dry season. Ii; je very important to
have the soil equally 'well prepared over the whole
surface te give a uniformly. green growth, and te
prevent dry and brown patchles. On large grounds
this ie donc by subsoiling and harrowing with borse
labor; on an eighth of an acre it muet be done by
baud. To make it sufflciently rich, flnely broken
manure muet be worked in through the saili; this
will aid in giving a green lawu in times of drouth.
The application of pulverized lime, at the rate of *a
peck to a square rod, wîll be useful if .vell barrowed

pic. 1.

or raked in. The graus seed shouid be sown on a
finelv pulverized smooth mellow surface, and
brushed or roiled i, se as not te bury the seed over
haif an inch, and warmn and moist weather will soon
gîve the new green carpet. The beet graus la Ken-
tucky blue-grase or June graes, which is fine and
continues green a long time, and wiil grow in the
shade of trees, Red-top and white clover ma~ be
ndded. Sow at least five or six times as xnuc as
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farmera give to their grass lands. It should not be
mowed cloaely the firet year, or hefore welI estab-
liehed. A more epeedy way of securing a lawn,
where the surface is limited, is by turfing. The


