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Was an alliance, net only with France, but with England.
Cocfstantinople'was then, as now, the bar-sinister cf that
Unionl. Francois I. endeavoured te expel the Turks frein
Egypt and Svria Louis Xliv. negotiated an alliance
With the Sultan. The Russians, after the 1812 invasion,
cremated 175,000 corpses cf the French army ; the Cri-
Iflean War supplied a bolocaust te Russia cf another kiud.
These ceposites cf history are thueut-put cf interests. The
allies invaded France te crush Napoleeu ; y6t at the Con-
grass8 of Vienna an alliance between France, Englsnd and
Aýutria was negotisted te check the territorial rapacity cf
'Prussiasud Russia. Perhaps, as Melière observes, betweeu
Parsons who estem each other a few whacks of a stick are
cf ne importance.

lti nay be safely assumed that the belligerunts inposse
have weîî taken the measure, net se much cf each other's
nuilerical strength as cf each other's resources, wbicb is
neot the saine thjn'g. The nation that can hold eut the
lcngest is certain te win, and will exact repayments cf its
elPenses and losses. There caunot be the slightest doubt,
sînce Lord Salisbury laid down that the British evacustion
cf Egypt was net a Conservative or a Libu-ral qnestion, but
eule wbere the honour, glory and pride cf England were
ataked, the French view the subjeet luss fivolonsly.
Imipartial observers keep their eyes sbarply fixed on the
Sultans cf iurkey and Morocco. ltit 5 round them that
eriat the double toil sud trouble, and where the broth bouls
and bubbles in the diplomatic cauldren,

The strike in th Pas-deCalais clliers is new complete.
The 40,000 strikers remain, se far, erderly ; they do net
Yet fuel the pinching of the empty stomach. The quarrel
le eule Pecuiiarly fitted fer an arbitration court. The men
do neot earu more than 51~ frs. per day ; in South Wales
the Colliers can earu as much as 12 frs. ; yet in both coun-
'ries the eut-put of ceai per year and pur miner is about
th, same-270 te 300 tons. Public opinion thinks the8hareholders couid bu more liberai in their dealings with
theit. handï. The Goverument has committed itself te
arbitrate in the dispute, and will name fivu delugates. No !
"aY the men - lut the cempauy select a numbur cf arbiters
te Confer ,wiÀth a similar nuiaber te bu chosen by the
Initiers, and, in case cf an umpire being nucessary, let such
be the Premier cm the Minister cf Commerce. The propo-

18io i net unfair. A fact te bu noted in the uvolution
labour isnowpasiugthrough-the disinclination cf
emlployers te meut employees Oface te face, snd have a
8traight talk about their diffe-rences. If the rluctance bu
th' Offspriug cf snobbery, the situation would be grave
iudel'd. Femmely in Spain the severeign, if tee near a
stroug ire, rau the isk cf being masted, if the proper
hidalgo was net fethceming te place a screen between the
king and the grate.

Trhe Coniedie-Francaise has brought ont Shakespeare's
Taning the Shrew," the French niaie for which is Il La

Mfégère apprivoisée," as translated by Francois Hugo.
llOWeever, the word Il Mégère," capital for a Billingsgate

Sclis net the equivalent for the cboleic temperament cf
1atharina, daughter cf "a ich gentleman of Padua."
Oceans cf ink are being spilt oer the dlaim cf Shakespeare
tthe play. The "ldivine William," like Moliére, teck

bis bien wh'eelhe found it. The rougher incidents cf the
Piece have Ïbeen elinîinated or softened, se as net te jar
Perthaps ou the over-dulicate tumperament cf the Pari-
L1 . Te spectacle cf a husband stabbing or shooting
u s wife il, telerated, but te apply a whip is sbhockiug. Vol-
taire iu 1729 rote te hîs friend Thieriot, in London, "lte

wh~the lady iset for ber foelish sauciuess." The audi-
enc toreughîy enjoyed the IlTaining cf the Shrew,"

eecîally tha loing scanes, where Katharina is net cnly
taro'd)but humbled-and peniteut. Coquelin, as Petru-

hipWas inimitable, and Mdlle. Msrsy, as Jatkarina,
ît'itss8 -AIl the other rôles down te the mcst humble

ere liledb taleuted artistes, aud therein lies the pleas-
lire and supericrity cf a French epresentatien. The
ae ng cf the play left nething te bu desired in bistrionic
aur'aey sud tistic effects. Madame Carnet was present

cri 0'ra night ; having a good supply cf good Angle-
10d in hem vains, she cculd relish the Bard cf Aveon.

13a rench are enjeying the admission by English
authoritieEs that England bas ne army "lte go anywhere,"

~eIncapable te do "'anythiDg." The 1870-71 campaigu
1li showu what a numerically smaller but higbly disci-
Plne army can do gis hastily ebde soldiers,

ehugh tbuy might spring up like Cadmus taetb. it is
'ltthe raw material England wants, but a scientific sys-

trnî PPpîied te bier armny, sud te ecouemically utilize
rno]IeY grants. Theme is ne mean between an effective
arMby and a national militis as in the United States.
prane lhav iher army ncw se perfected that at last ne
butui5 1iswSnting on the scldier's gaiter, has decided te
ari lier navy up te a corespcnding pitcb cf strength

ndPerfection.

Sotnetbing like a branch foreigu office bas just been
ýra1zdin Pbaris. its cbject is te search eut sud exain-

Ille What treaties France bas frein turne te tinie executed,
anîd te note if any cf the rights therein ccnferred upon

r have beau overîocked or allowad te lapse. For avemy
iiare)'8 nest discovered the foraigu Ministar will receive a
prod te0 act

.ThQ IlLetters cf Baron Ricasoli," italian Prime Min-

'r d 1J8 publised, are very curios reading. They
,a' it avents after the death cf Cavour. In 1861, the

sr1 aid, thare could bu ne dissension between Italy
e414lrance on the question cf interests: Ilthe two nations

""'rched band-inihand towards liberty " and ail the usual

et ceteras. Te-day Italy is the aily cf the hereditamy enemy
cf France, as France is the ally cf the bereditamy enemy
cf England. Ricasoli laughued at the supposition of ceding
Sardinia te France te enable her te bridge the Meditur-
ranean te Algeria. Net an inch cf termitcry would bu
givn-lItsly was for the Italians.

Thie officiai report cf the French Exhibition at Mos-
cowv dees net appear, reading butween the hunes, te have
been a commercial success for the 2,500 exhibiters wbo,
on an average, had te expend uearly 700 f rs. esch. The
prospect cf opening up tradu with the Russisus is net
encoursging, unless Russia lowurs bler tariffs 50 to 100
pur cent. on imports, sud votes protectivu laws fer trade
marks. Z.

TBE RAMBLEVR.

jT is not possible-at least, net easy-to utter any sus-
sonable reflections wortb listeuing te. The baie

beughs cf Decembar make, against the filmy-curtained hîne
cf the transparent orange, mnany a French picture cf
undoubted beauty.

Because the leaves are fallen, shaîl we then sue nctbing
gracions or marvellous around us 1 By ne means.
Beuty is still eveir-present, in the savage powerf ul strokes
cf flame-colour sud scarlet, with wbich dawn paints bis
winter sky, in the shapus of wintem cloud and massive
cumulus-soft does cf peari and snow, tiuged with the
pink cf a ose-luaf or a shel-in the avenues cf slim black
branches outlinud against the celoumed end cf evening, in
the golden days wbeu sunsbine lights the distant shining
cross, in the gray days when the ain drips dewn threugh
the leafless trucs upon s sward as emerald as in June cr
young July. There sbould bu some compensation for our
unuaturally mild climate in the fact that wa are neyer
very far off frein spring. Hure the seasons are less clear-
cut, luss gharply detiued, than in Eastern or Nortb-West-
arn Canada. Our spring merges into summumr, and our
summum inte autumu sud wintur, sud the wintem again
into spring, witbout those inconvenieuces with regard te
clothing sud diet sud fuel sud shelter wbich preseut seme-
turnles such difficulties in othur quarters cf the Dominion.
StilI, it is odd that we are obliged te keep our ire going
exactly as if it were the depth cf an eld-fashionad Cana-
dian winter. This is a coinfortable country in onu re spect
at al uvents ; we don't go slinking up te bed with a candie
casting weird sbadows ail aound us, tbrougb a cold, dini
corridor te a colder sud dimmer sleeping-roern.

In this connection lut me observe that if any of my
readers wish te crcwn theniselves with glory cf a literary
kind, sud are on the look-out for plots, situations aud char-
acturs, tbey cannet do btter than follow this advice. Boy
a tan or twelve-dollar coverlet. Leave the register open
wbun yen ettre for the night, covar yeumself Up closely
with the eide-down quilt, and then-sue what'll happen,
as we say te the cbildmen. There is nothiug like it
fer downrigbt nightmarish dresuis sud visions, compsred
te whicb opium is milk-and-water. You will wake up hot,
dazed, irritable, distraught, with a sense cf vacancy sud
disteution combiued about yen, with your brain on fire,
aud witb countiess dreadful phautoins sumging in its fev-
eish labyrintbs. Try it next time yen are filhiug up ait
order for a Christmnas stcry or New Year's Eve poani.
As the belîs ring eut the old sud ring in the new, we siigb
ovor the fias Been, sud tomn with as siila cf hope sud
pluasaut anticipations tewamds the To Be, for

The years have linings, just as goblets do,
The aid year je the lining of the new;
Fiiled with the wine of precions incieiories
The golden Was doth line the iliver te.

I bad semas conversation with an anctionear the other
day sud was se caried away by bis eloquenceansd sound
reassning that 1 cannot resist tanscribing those fluent
uttarances. I bsd had soe differenca witb the ancticueer's.
assistant as te bis mathod in cenducting a certain sale in
whicb I wss interested, and wban 1 questicned Mr.-
bimself heanaswerud as folle ws: 'l Yen sea, there are twc
distinct sud diffament methods cf conducting a bouse sale.
One is on whist 1înay teri the Accumniative, or Public
principle ; the other on the Expansive, or Domestic
-Accuinulative or Public, Expansive or IDoinestie. ln
the former wa follcw this plan ;-1 ami giviug sway the
secrets cf our profesio-wu cheesa a mccci best suited as
te size sud situation, ither on our ewn premisas or at
parties' bouses, and, aliinating everytbiug net saleas he, we
put in close juxtaposition sud violent contrast-what 'h
Evarything, cosi-scuttle sud banging bookshelves, bocks
theniselves, sud badreom sets, rare old prints sud glazed
chromos, statuamy sud butter dishes, jally-monlds and
deer- mats, Japanese fans sud boxes cf cigars, the spacions
luathemu srm-chair cf the master cf the bouse, head-rest,
anms, footstool te match ail complote, alengside the easy-
geiug rattan rocker of the loving bsrd-workud wife sud
mother. Wa don't stop bre-no, indeed. By the modal
bcokshelf we artfully place a painted dlock, brigbt, chear-
fuI, with a Scotch shephardesa and a pink sheap, just the
tbing in a kitcen-and se on, sud se ou. In this way
-the secrets cf tbe profession sgain-wa invite curiesity,
we arouse Suggestion-Suggestion, which is the centrclling
force, the centrai sun, the efflgant Iode-star cf the auction-
rcem. Why, we eau arrange a show-room te such advsntage
that many a lady intending te timidly purchase a frying-
pan, witb, at the most, s nutineg-grater threwu in, departs

after having committed herseif to the extent of a new
gilt cornice for the sittingY-room, a second- hand singer and
a ' Death of Nelson ' in a splendid black walnut frame
What do you think of that 1 Well that's one way."

Being much impressed 1 begged of him to continue.
"The other method, which we cail the Domestic or Ex-

pansive, would appeal, 1 see, to you. ilere everything is
in its place and everything has a place. Ornaments for
sale are exhibited in the drawing-room and boudoir where
ornaments should niostly be ; the books are to be found
only in the library ; articles for ladies' use, sewing-machin-
ery, cradie, work-table and rocking-chair neatly ranged
in the upper rooms, and ail mechanical uiten8ils, tool8, etc.,
displayed in the kitchen and shed."

At this point iny patience gave out and 1 left the
brilliant scene in which Adaptations from the Japanesu
and Persian mingle with imitation oak and obsolete wal-
nut. How many will recognize the auctioneer

"A private secretary," says Balzac, "is to be pitied
as much as women and white paper. They are nnetntities
who are made to bear ail things. They are allowed no
talent but hidden ones, which must bu employed in the
service of their ministers. A pnblic show of talent would
muin them. Amiable constitutional poodles-so gentle,
nicely curled, caressing, docile, always spick and span-
careful watoh-dogs besides and faithfui to a degree

CORRESPUNDENCE.

ART SALES.

l'o the Editor ol THE~ WEEK :

SiR,-An article in your Art column of last week calîs
for soine comment from an Iloutraged public." 0f yeur strie-
tures on public and private"I hangings," and on goernment
and private benefactor's shortcomings, 1. shall say nothing.
These, and the want of an art gallery are too patent for the
moment for any person's patience to endure. 1 would
rather put in a word for the art loving public, and with-
eut a word of apology for niy ]uck of experience as a
critic, se necessary in order to enable one te speak with
authority. Do you net thiik, Mr. Editor, that theme is
something wmeng with the ridiculous prices alixed to these
pictul-e8 by the painters, and more especially se, when
they can be bought in a roundabout manner far cheaper ?
Is it any woridr that the geaeral publie wait radier for auc-
tien epportunities, wheu amtists auction pictures at prices far
below those which they ask, and then, forsootit, get fairly
well paid for these days of sinaîl pay and quick rettitîns i
1 speak advisedly, but I can rmeumber one or two things of
which I beard at the time, for instance, MiN. Bell ,iith's
"Thunder Cape " weiit for three hundred atiîd dd dellars
and took hum three days te paint. tle asked a thousand
for it originally. Mr. Challener asked eue hundred and
tifty dollars for "lA Bite," and it seld fer thirty edd dollass
and ail it was worth tee. Mr. Knowles' collection, te
which yen rufer, sold eicuedingly well. By a reference to
the markud dates, the pictures were ail painted witbin twe
years or theme3abouts, and, if the sale was genuine, fetched
nearly five thousaud dollars ; net so bad for a couple cf
year8' work frein a very young artist. Another case and
I am through,-a lady exhibit8 at the Acaduuîy regularly,
who always ask from five hundrud te eue thousand dollars.
No sane lover cf picture8 wiil dame say these pictures are
wortlî haîf what she asks, and yet the gaine gees ou.
Auction sales do net unhance the value cf my picturus uer
cf any other collectom's. We aIl want CJanadisii pictures,
glad te get thein in fact, but do lot us have ruasonable
figures at once, and nothiug fancy. Just because so-and-
se sold a picture for a good price at a certain time, evurycue
with a fair brush emulates hum. Tradition will net dis-
pense with the auction oom, but reasonable first figures
wiIJ. R. A. D.

CURTAIL CiIC EXPEND1TURIE,

To thte Editor ol/ iuE WEEK :
Siî,-As there are complaints cf over-taxation coin-

ing in frein every quarter, and but few, if any, ruai remn-
edits proposed which would tend, ini uy opinion, te
improve matters much, 1 would like, with your permis-
sion, te offer a few suggestions in your prominent jourual.
While the expenditure has beau admittedly heavy, why
have the authorities beeu se lax in the enforcement cf
license by-laws ? Suchl axity, te my mi, has very materi-
ally iessened the raceipts deivable frein this source.
Suî-ely it cantiet bu attributed te waut cf officiais, as I1
understand we have ne small number cf these !

Wonld it net be a step in the right direction te abolish
a nutuber cf these petty license by-laws, and with them
the inspectors, commissioners, etc., that have been
appointed under thein, since it has proved impossible te
deal eut justice, and hence arises a ground fer cernplaint 1
llow it is that individuals in the employ cf corporations
are paid salaries for a specific work that is only hall pur-
formed, and whose tîme is considerably taken up othur-
wise, 1 am net able te conjecture. Why is the Council
se lenient with the Street Railway Company with regard
te transfer tickets and all-night cars, etc.1

Again, in order te secure a better system cf doing
municipal business, wouid it net be advisable, thisi coming
year, as the number cf aldermen te be elected will be consi-


