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MUSIC AND 1 T1E DRA MA.

IN a short, but pungent letter, addressed to the editor
of the Era, Mr. Robert Buchanan replies to the criticisms
of Mr. George Moore in the Fortnightly, andi lie points out
that the motive for that gentleman's attack is nlot far te
seek. "l1He (Mr. Moore) lias oiffred to translate Sophtia for
the Continental market; lie has offered his services to the
author of l'lie Middlenan; a blank verse play of his has
been politely, but firinly, declined by Mr. Irving. In
short, neither his services nor bis plays were wanted."

THEE brilliant reception and breakfast given in honour
of Dr. Amelia B. Edwards, by the New England
Woman's Press Association, at the Parker House, Boston,
on Friday, takes rank among the leading social events of
the season. The menus in delicate shades of pale hlue,
rose pink, lavender, canary and Nule green, bore upon the
upper leaf a fine portrait of the guest of honour, and the date
of the reception andi breakfast. Upon the under leaf was
printed the menu, many neat littie touches being given in
the selection of the viands, aniong them bing salmon a la
Princesse, Sorbe Egyptienne, Gelee de la Cairo, and other
delicacies appropriate te the gastronomuic deliglit of Egyp-
tian explorers. At Miss Edward's plate was laid a menu
quite different froin the rest, having been designed and
painteti expressly for lier by Mrs. Emily Selinger. It was
composed of cream-colored satin, andi bore a tiuy landscape
in which the Pyramids and the Sphinx appeared, while
acroas the page was thrown the butis and blossomns of the
lotos flower. At Miss Edward's plate was also placed
a tiny buncli of Eiiglishi primroses. Miss Edwards made
a deliglitful speech, ai as iihe finished the orchestra playèd
Il Goti Save the Queen." The whole comnpany rose andi
remaineti standing until the strains liad dieti away, joining
with voice and heart in the national anthem of our mother
country--Boston Gazette.

MONDAY evening last witnessed the opening of tlie new
organ built by Messrs. Warren of this city, and placed by
the Oonservatory of Music, in Association Hall. The
building was well filled by an appreciative public who
listeneti with much pleasure to the playing of the four
organiats, Miss Dallas, Mr. Etiward Fislier, Mr. J. W. F.
Harrison and Mr. E. W. Phillips. The organl is locateti
in the spacious cham ber directly over the platform and
appears to mucli advantalge as a syrnmetrical erection of
great beauty, lifting brown anti golden pipes to the roof
and supporteti by woodwork of unusual taste. The touA
is round and ricli, anti the favourîte stops will assuredly
be the Clarinette, Aeoline and Viol di Gamuba. Wbile
all the performers command higli powers as interpreters
of the organ, it was foît that a ditfeirent choice of
pieces miklit have resulteti in displaying more fully to
a miziet audience the beauty anti variety of the stops.
llowever, Merkel's "Pastorale" anti a pleasiiug "Im-
promptu" gave a very clear idea. of the delic'acy, as
"Lohengrin" and Lemmens' "'Stortu," of the power of
of the new and handsome instrument. Songs wcre con-
tributed by Signor D'Auria's pupils, the acomipaniment
furnîshed hy Mr. Dinelli, in wbose liantis the organ became
particularly agreeable. The Conservatory of Music would
appear to be unusually strong in its Organ Faculty, and
the possession of the fine Concert Organ will no doubt
attract crowds of larger pupils, as well as prove of incalcul-
able benefit in the way of affordîng recitals and organ
illustrated lectures to the public.

Tiiic Sarasate- D'Albert concert in Music Hall, on
Wednekiday evening, was listened to by a very large audi-
ence, in spite of the unfavourable weather and the exor-
bitant price charged for seats in the lower part of the house.
The piano playing of Herr Eugen D'Albert is not easy to
descrihe. His technique is simply marvellous but if this
were al), consideration of his performances might be brief
in a day wlien fine technique lias become a matter of
course, and when the thougit lias arisen that there may
even lie too mucli technique. Still it is impossible nlot to
wonder at the immnensity of D'Albert's finger gymnastice,
bis iron wrist and bis fingers of steel, the amazing vitality
of lis toucli, the unerring certainty witli which hie accom-
plishes what lie sets out to do. This is aIl admirable
enougli; but in addition, lie is an artist tlirougli anti
througli, a little over fiery, perhaps, at times, wlien in bis
fervour lie uses a force that is more exciting than pro-
ductive of the nxost desirable eflèct. However, ths
occasional lapse into noise is condoned by the exquisite
beauty of bis work as a wbole, and is aimo8t forgotten in
the charmn anti truth of the sentiment that characterises
bis interpretations. Cliopin's concerto in E minor was
magniflcently real and played by himi in the exacting
Tausig version. Nothing warmer, more poetic and more
reflned can be imagined tlian was lis performance of the
Romanza; it was a masterly triumph in respect to botli
style and technique, and was especially impressive in the
tender yet noble dignity that pervaded it. Senor de Sar-
asate shared witb Herr D'Albert the enthusiasmn of the
evening, playing Mendelssobn's violin concerto, and a
fantasia of bis own on airs from "IlCarmen." Hie
brings from hie violin a toue of exquisite beauty ; net a
large toue, but one of rare purity and sweetness, and his
playing is marketi by delicious graqp and elegance of style.
His intonation, unfortunately, is not always immaculate,
and lis reading of the Mendelîssohin concerto, th*ugh fluent
and brilliant, is scarcely to be commended for breatith or

jlargeness, while his tendency to pause capriciously on the
off-note of a phrase is often tisturbing to an ear sensitive
to rhythm ; but at his best lie was always the finisheti ar-

tist, and it was impossible to resist the fascinating quality
of bis tone, the beauty of bis phrasing, and the spirituality

r of the sentiment that colon red lis work. At the end of the
s concerto lie was recalled again and again, and at last
t responded with bis ow-i transcription of Chopin's nocturneý
C)in E-fiat, which lie gave with delighitful feeling ; but lie

was heard to greatest advantage in the IlCarmnen" fantasia,
in whicli lis virtuosity revelleti in dificulties of every de-
scription. anti in wbicb both bow and fingerg were wonder-

*fully agile.-B'oston Gazette.

* OUR? LIBRALRY TABLE.

1THE KINGas OFf SRAEL AND JUDAI. By George llawlinson,
M.A. $1. New York : Anson D. F. I{andolph andi
Co. ; Toronto: Xilliamson and Co.

This is an excellent addition to the series of books on
"Men of the Bible.' Lt would not be reasonable to expeot

the samne unity anti interest liere whicb are founti in the
volumes devoted Vo individual men, like that on Isaiah, or
Jeremiali, or Canon Rawlinson's own inonograpli on
Moses; but i, would be dificult to, give % more complete
and readable account of all these kings than is found in
the volume before us; anti it woulti perbape be impossible
Vo finti any one btter qualifieti for the task than Canon
iRawlinson. The special interest of the present work is
that the author lias noV been conteùted to give a sunmary
and liarmeny of the contents of the two great parallel lis-
tories of the two kingdonis, contained in the Books of
Kings and Chronicles. Helias supplementeti these, esptcei-
ally in the laVer history, by contributions fromi the writiiigî
of the propliets; se that he furnishes us not only witli a
very useful belp to the readin'g of the historic.al <noks, but
also gives us a mucb needed aid to the u1ndersr tn iding of
the prephetical writings of tbe Olti Testamnenc. To the
erdinary readers of the Bible this will certainly be of the
greatest service. Many persons abstain froin tbe reatiing
of these books, especially those of the minor prophets,
fromi their inability to give themn a historical 4etting. Tbey
will flnd what tbey want in this volume of quite mnoderato
compass. We shoulti atit that Canon Itawlinson also
makes use of contemporary notices in the monuments of
Egypt anti Assyria, by means of whicli considerable liglit
is tbrown upon the bistory of soine of the kings.

PuLisîl BLOOD). A Romance. By Nataly, Baronlesq von
Escbstruth ; transiateti by Cora Louise Turner. New
York : John B. Alden.

One of the most popular of recent writers in Germany
is tbe author of 'lPolisb Blooti." She ie tbe daugbter of
an oflicer of higli rank in the Cerman army, lier early
yeutb liaving been spent aunidtihtI gaiety of mnilitary life
in liesse Castle; residing now in Berlin, a miaid of bonour
in the royal househelti, site is intinately acquainteti witbi
court life, from wbicb sonie of ber characters are drawn.
Thougli only twenty-seven years of age, she bas already
distinguisheti herself as a nevelist, peetees anti dramnatist
(ber plays liaving been presented at Jena and ini the Royal
Theatre of New Strelitz), lier versatility being something
remarkable. IlPolisb Blood," the first of bier books to
appear in America in the present authorizeti anti excellent
translation, is distinguislied for its sharp tielineation of
character, poetic description, briglit humour anti deep
sentiment.

Two DAUMITERS op Oi,u RAcE. By W. Heimburg.
Tran8lateti by Mrs. 1). M. Lowrey. Witb Photo-
gravure illustrations. New York : Wortbington Co.

An exceedingly fine anti brilliant novel cf German high
life, characterizeti by the literary skilhs author possesses
in suah an eminent degren. lt is a romnantic tale cf love,
passion, anti marriage. The latter, bowever, is looketi up-
on by the relatives of tbe noble liusband as a mésalliance
anti entails suffering anti trials. By the tieath of the eIder
brother turing the Franco-German war the husbanti
becomes a reigning prince, anti state reasons compel bini
to seek a divorce.

TEE STeax' OP MUICit. By W. J. Ulentierson. New York:
Longmans Green anti Co.

A pretty dedication to H. C. Bunner upon the inner
flyleaf je signed W. J. H. Th(, author of both poem anti
prose is fairly equippeti to pxresexît in au interesting anti
superior manner a succinct account of the developmnent of
modern music as an art, entieavouring to avoiti encumber-
ing the book with details of the ives of the composers.
lie tells us-what we can very readily beleve-that in
order to present this mucli-needeti work "lhe bas flitteti
from HRome to Venice, anti fromn Paris to Vienna, when-
ever it wae necessary to show what was going on in al
those places at the samne time." A clironological table begins
with St. Ambrose, born A. D. 333, anti ende with the
production of Verdi's Il Otelle " in 1887. Lt is of course
unavoidable in the compass of a work numbering only twe
huntirot anti twelve pages, that miany imeportant names
anti dates anti facts shoulti net appear. Fortunately Mr,
Hentierson lias chosen, when lie bcd to cboose, only the
great lantimarks of the art, anti the great pioneers in com-
position anti dramatic construction. The concluding
chapter on 11Wagner anti The Opera of Our Future " wil
be lelti by aIl thoughtful musiciane to lie a true statement
of the tiestiny of the opera. The author's estimate of
Richard Wagner is singularly just anti accurate, althougli
it will net tally with ail that is claimeti for the great comn-
poser by ultra-Wagnerites.

L. PRANG AND CO3 PANv, ut Boston have again issueti a
very varied, expensive anti elaborate hune of tiainty paper
andi satin Christmas anti New Year Cards anti novelties, in-

bclutiing 'eleant Calenidars for the table, the desk, the
mantel, tbe wall andtihte pocket. Fine art pictures anti a
large assortment of art books anti bookîcts. ]The diesigns

>are artistucally conceived, anti the whole stries bas a
special interest in bieing, fromi beginuing to end, tbe work
of American artists.

THE December Century opens witli the illustrateti
selection of the Duke of Wellington letters wbicli have
lueeu se eageriy awaited. '[bey are characterizeti by olti-
time simplicity anti candour, attest to a never-failing
chivalry anti poiitenpss, anti breatbe a warm andi genuine
tiomestic spirit. The portrait by Haydon gives a sefter
outinue of ih(ý familiar aquiline face Chan we are accustemeti
te associate witli the Iron Duke. The confessions an'l
reminiscences of Josepb Jefferson are continuet, te the
great amusement of thousantis. The "-LNew Groton Aque-
duct " is profusely illustrated, anti wil tinti many curions
anti interesteti readers. The one purely Christmas instai-
ment is a poeem by Constanina Brooks. le it net a pity
te mnake se littie of the hlalowed season?' Theuglits fiy
back to the Cbristmas numbers of VIe pa8t. A fascinatinoe
portrait by Fortuny, of a Spanisb beauty, accompanieti by
one of Edmunti Clarence Stedman's poeîns, is by far the
uneet chariming item in hs montb's table of contents.
IlFrienti Olivia " promises some powerfnl situations, anti
the appearance of the humerons aristocrat ini Stockton's
Il Merry Chanter " is a happy idea. Il Lord Crabstairs " is
a creation worthy of W. S. Gilbert. Quite a remarkable
paper is that upon IlThe Paris Panorama of the Nineteenth
Century," signeti by Alfred Stevens anti Henri Qervex,
well known as~ Parisian artiste of celebrity. There is
plenty of other excellent ruatter, including a letter from
Mrs. Van Rensselaer on phases of the laVe Exposition.

LITERAIY AN]) PERSONAL GrOSSIP.

THE Marquis of Lorne bas written "lA Canadian Love
Tale " for the Tillotson Syndicate.

"lDODe AND 1," is the namne of a new nevel by a new
1 [,tggard-Capt. Anti ew, brother of the redoubtable Rider.
It is saidt t contain vi viti descriptions of scenles in the last
Abyssinian war.

CHARLES WELLS MOULTON, wîo projecteti The Maga-
zine of Poetry, is about te establieli The -Magazine of
Musical Ilistory, teolie publishei in Buffalo, quarterly,
heginning with the new year.

TurE teath is noteti of J. J. Themas, author of IlFroud-
acity," a reply te the Wpst Indian history of Mr. Froutie.
Mr. Thomas was an African of Trinidati, a echeolmaster,
anti author of il IlCreole CGramunar."

TuE XVEEK of Dec. 27 will contain in addition te Vhe
regular tiepartmients special poeme anti papers, contributet
by the best talent in the Dominion. Mr. Archibalti Lamp-
man anti Miss Louisa Murray are among the centributors.

Mit. GeSSE will publish hs mentI a selection frem hie
early peeme, under Vhe title "1 On Viol anti Flute." The
volume, whiclî will be uniforal witlî Firdusi in Exile,
will be issueti by Kegan Paul, Trench &Ce., anti will bave
a frontispiece by Mr. Tliernycroft.

AnneTSpeut bas recently been leaseti, anti now Ash-
estiel, in Selkirksbire, the home of Sir Walter Scott turing
the ten years precetiing bis migration te Alibeteford lje
ativertiseti as te let. Ashestiel je on the bank of Ilhe
Tweed, near the moutb of the Cadtiew.

AN autegrapli lateiy selti in London was a note from
Tennyson, reading thus: 1Ihave many thousande of
these applications, and rather make a peint of neglecting
themn; for why eboulti I flatter the matinese of VIe peopleI
Nevertlieless, as the request comes frein an olti frienti,
behelti an autograph!"1

THE article by Mr. Grant Allen, " Plain Words on
th@ Woman Question," wbicli attracted considerable atten-
tion when it appeared a short ime ago, in the Fortnightîy
Review, is reprinteti in the December number of the
Pop ular Science Monthly. Mm. Garrick Mallery concludes
bis paper on Ilsm8aelite anti Indian " in tIe samne numiber.

Mit. BLACKMORE, VIe author of IlLorna Doone," bas
prosecutet hiq heati gardener for stealing 825 worth of
pears fmemn the estate anti selling hem Vt, a fruiterer.
The fruiterer wiil alise be prosecuteti for eceiving the
pears knowing tIem Vo have been stoleni. The gardenexr
pleateti guilty, anti was sentenceti te tliree menthe' impris.
onment et liard labour. The fruiterer was cemmitteti for
trial.

THiE Revue des Deuxc Mondes bas been publishing a
v'ery interesting series of articles on the Paris Exposition
by the Vicomte de Vogué, the well-known member of the
French Academy. TIe closin g one of the series appears
un the lateet number of the review, in the shape of an
attempt te point ont the moral anti inteliectual significance
of tIe Exposition as a commemeration of the iRevontion
of 1789.

SIa CHARLES DILKE lias ail but completedthVe larger
portion of hie fortlicoming "«Preblems of Great Britain,"
anti in addition te the political cliapteme on Intia, Indian
tiefence andthVe crewn Colonies, lie las now deait witli the
social probleme of Il Great Britain," such as labour, wages,
ceet of living, co-oiperati on, I'sweiting," f rientily Secieties,
anti Ste te provisions for the peor. The book wiil be pub.
liFhed in January.


