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TUEF constitutional struggle between the King of Denmark and lisGovernment on the one band and the majority in the Folkething on theother lias passed into a most critical stage. TeLwrbs betn
to sanction either the extra military expenditure for frontier defences-which they allege are not needed-or the payment of large officiai salaries,the King lias closed the Rigsdag, and proposes to raise revenues by Royaldecree. This is a repetition of what happened last Mardli, wlien theRigsdag ad.journed without agreeing upon the Budget, and the Kingsimilarly gave effect to the financial proposaIs of his Government by meansof a series of Royal ordinances. This is perilously like the mnethod of theStuarts, and may easily end in a similar way. The Folkething are reallycontending in tlîis matter for the control of the purse, which power theywould obtain if the principle of Responsible Government were in activeforce in Denmark; for in a House of about a hundred members the Gov-erniment counits only twenty adherents, wvlile the Liberal Opposition liaseigbty. But the King will not recognize that Democracy lias invaded hisKingdom, and so lie ignores the rig'lit of the majority to rule, and refusesto dismiss bis minority Ministry. The country possesses a constitutionperfectly free in theory ; and the Liberals, fresb front a new election, havea majority that entitles them under the constitution to rule; but the Kingwithstands the operation of the law of Responsible Government. Howlong the resulting parliamentary deadlock will continue depends on thepatience of the Danish people.

Tiii Musin-Godowski Concert on Monday evcning was a most brilliantsuccess: both artists were greeted witli warm applause and twice recalled.A report of the whole performance will appear in our next issue.

TUEF Globe reproaches Protestantisîn with being "aristocratic," and saysthat it flnds no place for "lLazarus and bis rags." The answer of Protes-tantismi will be that it does not breed lazzaronii any more than it breedsbegging friars. It teaches industry, thrift, and self-respect. Nothîng,surely, can bc more deinocratic tlîan the Protestantism whiclî is embodied
in the Methodist Cluurch.

TnE expulsion of the Poles fromn Prussia and the Germans f rom Russiais largely a measure of protection. The Prussian workrnen look on thcPoles unuch as Americans do on the Chiiîese, and do not like to be outdoneby their cheap labour. On the other haud, the Gernians in Russia are somucli more skilful men of business than th(, Ruissians tlîat they can makemoniey faster and underseîl tlîeîî. Tliese are the reasons why these people
wish to get rid of ecd other.

A PROMINENT Polish merchant of Vienna points out in a contribution tto the Neue Pre ie Presse that Austria, with lier large Slav population andfederal Governmienit, is the natural refuge for lis compatriots exiled froniPrussia. At the time of the partition of Poland, lie says, the portions ofterritory acquired by Prussia and by Austria were equally populous, con-taining each about a muillion inhabitants; wbule to-day, notwithstandingthat Prussian Poland is the largyer and mnore fertile district, the population cthere is less than two millions against six millions in Austrian Poland.

tA GREAT meeting was held in Dundee lately for the purpose of thanking sMr. Jacks, M. P., who, as the resolution unanimously passed says, did reso- blutely protest in thc b-ouse of Commons, Ilon the evening of the 22nd of 8January, against the use of the terms ' Eugland ' and 'English' in an oImperial sense, instead of 'Britain' and 'British,' in violation of the Pexpress conditions of the Treaty of Union." This is quite as weighty a creason for IlRepeal " as any advanced by the Irish. But the English cmay plead in this case tlîat they caîl the Empire IlEngland," just as they icaîl a slip at sea a Ilsail "-fromn its îuost conspicuous feature.

hTuEz second reading in the British Parliament of a Bill giving the i~Parliamcntary franchise to spinsters was carried, it seems, by packing the l1House. Ail its opponents were absent, and it passed by the votes of the IIrish members, who allege that in the last election they lost two Ulster Fconstituencies through women not having votes. In Ulîster, it is said, aiwhcnever a Catholic ratepayer dies, the authorities put lis widow on the s-tax rolîs; but if a Protestant dies the place is given to bis cldest son, who this entitlcd to vote. It was to redress this grievance-which, if the state- p~ment be true, is real enough-that the Nationalists voted for the second threading of the Bill; but the opinion is that it will not get to a third B.reading, and a more legitimate remedy will have to be devised. t

wlTHE Ontario Government lias made a move in the direction of some of mithe suggestions made by the Liberal Temperance Union. Under a Bill is

Introduced by Mr. Hardy, special attention is to be given to the importantsubject of the suppression of unlicensed grogeries, and tothsleo
liquor during prohibited hours. The experiment wîll be made in Torontoof cliarging some one witli the responsibility of seeing that the law iscarried out in these respects, by enlarging the powers of the presentInspector, and requiring hima to devote special attention to those subjects.The license fees are also to be increased ; but tbere is no intention,apparently, to make any radical changes nt present beyond introducingthe principle of punishing the taker as well as the giver, whicli punish-ment, however, is liinited to offences committed during prohibited hours.The general principles of the Crooks Act are accepted as in accord witlipublic sentiment ; and although there are other important subjects-such as adulteration-whch are flot deait with, it may be as well to hastenslowly in the presenit condition of public opinion and of uncertainty as tothe relative functions of the Dominion and Provincial Legislatures onquestions affecting temperance legisiation.

TUiE evidence given by Mr. Giffen before the Royal Commission onlDepression of Trade, whose first report bias just been issued, shows thatthe increase of British trade in sonie respects lias been, up to 1884, con-siderably greater than the increase in population, lie gives statisticsrelating to the leading industries for the four quinquennial periods fromn1865 to 1881, froîn whicli it appears that with regard to ail of themn theproduction, as measured by the population, lias gone on developing withonly slight and temporary relapses. Thus the output of coal for the fiveyears including 1865 and 1869 was 3.39 tons per head of the populationand for the quinquenniial period 1880-84, the tonnage rose to 4.43 per head.The average production of pig iron increased fromn 0.16 ton per head inthe former period to 0.23 ton in the latter. The total consumption of rawcotton lias increased since 186,5 by sixty per cent., while the population liasincreased by only twenty per cent. During the saine period the averageyearly tonnage of sbips built for British re gistration increased from 339,000tons to 567,000 tons ; and in addition to this the tonnage of slips whichEngland built for foreign registration rose from 37,000 tons in 1865-69tno less than 101,000 in 1880-84. In the former quinquennial periodthe value of net imports into the United Kingdomn was £7 16s. 3d. perhead of the population, white in the latter it rose to £9 14s. 9d., or at therate of about twenty-flve per cent. At the saine time the value of theexports rose froin £5 19s. to £L6 2.9(. per liead, or at the rate of aboutton per cent. Thesýe last figures, we reînark, are sigîîificant of the falling.offof foreign trade, for while the population lias increased by twenty per cent.lie exports have increased by only teu ; and thiere is little doubt, we fear,hat later figures would show a stîll furtdier diminution.

Tiis Berlin correspondent of the Tiînps hiears that Colonel Arbuthnot,'f the Governmint Arms Factory at Entield, will shortly arrive at Solingen,vhich mnay be cal led the Slhefficld of Germiany, to take over a large consign-Lient of sabres and sword-bayonets for the use of the English army. The
orrespondent says :

This is an interesting fact iii view of the authorîtative statement inlie Timnes, froni Sheffidld, that Germman manuFacturers were guilty ofupplying the steel ont of which xvere fashioiied in Eîîgland those sword-ayonets which were Iately triecl and found waniting. I do not know whatort of military material they turai out at Solingen, but certainly therdinary liousehold cutlery which one mneets with in Germany, from thatlace, is generally of a very ' cheap and nasty' description as conîpared witliAýnglish ware ; and the best proof of this is the fact that German goods areonstantly palme(d off on the mnarket on th(, pretex t that they are of British'rigin. In 1884 the Cutiers' Coînpý_ny petitioiied Lord Granville respect-ng the fraudulent use of the word Shîefield 'on cutlery in France andiermany ; but his lordsbip's answer was sucli as to ' cause deep dîsappoint-lent in the mninds of the Company at the mariner in which their complaintad heen dealt with.' I iiiýy mention, ns a set off to the comnplinment whiclispaid by the English C-overnmnent to German indîîstry, that one of theargest manufacturers of fire-arms in Germany-J mention no names, buthave it from his owni mouth-draws his steel exclusively from Sheffield."tor the Britishî Government to go to Gerniany for the supply of sabresid bayonets for the army, while iBritishî trade is universaîîy stagnant, isirely carrying the theory of Free Trade to an extreme. It cannot lieîat British cutlers are unable to compete at all with foreigners. tliereference given to the latter must come fromt some trifling difference in.e price. But is it statesmansbip to ignore the needs of hundreds ofritish workmen out of work, and go to foreigners in order to savelopence-halfpenny in the price ? If the work were done at home thehole of the money would be saved to the nation, even thougli a littie moreight be spent out of hand, but done abroad, though this Illitte more"saved, the rest is quite lost to the national store of wealtli.


