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THhe Colonial Peavl,

From the Lady's Beok.
THE TRAVELLER AT THE RED SEA.

BY MISS ¥, F. GOULD.

At last have T found thee, thou dark rolling sea !
I gaze on thy face, and I fisten to thee,

With a spirit o’crawed by the sight and the sound,
While mountain and desert frown gloomy around.

And thee, mighty deep, from afar T behold,

Which God swept apart for his people of old,

‘That Ygypt's proud army, unstained by their blood,
Received on thy bed to entomD in thy flood.

I cast my eyc out, where the cohorts went down,

A throng of pale spectres no waters can drown,

With banners and blades seem surmounting the waves,
s Pharaolt’s bold hosts sunk in arms to their graves.

But quick from the light of the skies they withdraw,

At silent Onmipotence shrinking with awe

Aund cach sinks away in his billowy shroud,

From Him who walked here, clothed in fire and a cloud.

[ stand by the pass the freed Hebrews then trod,
Sustain'd by the hand of Jehovah, dry shod,

And think how the song of salvation they sang,

While praise to his name, through the wilderness rang.

Our Father, who then didst thine Isracl guide,
Rebuke, and console, in their wanderings wide,
¥rom those gloomy waters, through this descrt drear,
O, still in lifc's maze to thy pilgrim be ucar.

Whilst thou, day by day, will thy manna bestow,
And make, for my thirst, the rock mountain to flow;
Refreshed by the way, will 1 speed to the clime

OF rost to the weary, beyond earth and time.

Yrom the Knickerbocker for February.
NOTES ON THE NETIIERLANDS.

BY CALED CUSHING.

The Hague: Foorburg: The Rhyland.

No-city in Furope is more celebrated for the general magnifi-
cence of its huilding#,or the beauty of its promenades and strects,
than the lluguu.' JHaving been the ancient residenee of the old
vourts of Holland, afterward of the States General of the United
Provinces, during the long period of their prosperity and power,
and more recently the seat of the new government alternately with
Lrussels, tt has at «l] times continued to receive those decorations
and the place of resort of the
While the purposes of the go-

proper 1o the residenee of o court,
most elevated and select society.
vernment itself ave rendered a large number of public buildings
necessary, other cities of Holland, and indeed several foreign na-
tions, have contributed Lo beautify it by the construction of hotels
fue the residence of their representatives ata court, where the great
intevests of Lurope so frequently centered.  Of course a general
spirit of cultivation and refinement, as well in manners as in all
other respects, is a distinguishing trait of the Hague.  'The style
of building, the dress and appearanee of the inhabitauts, the vari-
ous decorativns of the city, are more Furopean than elsewhere in
Holland ; that is, have mure of those peculiarities of taste, whicl,
being characteristic of the upper classes, are substantislly the same
allover Kurope. At the sanie time, in its canals, in its gardens
and walks, and in the peeple who supply the daily market, you
see enough of what is purely Duteh, to satisfy you in what country
vou are travelling.

What the Dutcels particalarly prize and admire, at the Hague, is
the beauty of its public walks and its places, or squares, as for want
of a better name, they are called in Linglish, and its noble groves
and avenues of trees.  Indeed. onwhatever side you enter the city,
you are partly prepared for this feature of it, Ly the broad end re-
galar avenues of majestic trees by wlich it isapproached : but the
reality fur exeeeds the expectations which you will have formed;
tir nothing canexceed he rich verdure of the Vyverberg and the
Voorhout.  The Vyverberg is an extensive oblong square, planted
with noble trees, and having = beautiful promenade which over-
looks a large sheet of water, faced with stone, and having a wooded
island in its centre, and beyond it, a pile of buildings connected
with theold palace.  The Voorhout is a magnificent  street, bor-
dered by rich buildings, with its rows of trees, conducting to the
Wood, asitis called, of whieh I shall speak  hereafter.  The pa-
vade, and the park, with its herd of deer peacefully foeding under
the trees, follow in the same direction.  The Boschkant also de-
serves to be mentioned in connexion with the rest, it being a broad
strect, bordering on the Wood, ns its name imports, and present-
ing similar features of blended rurad beauty and city magnificence.
Yudeed, all this part of the Iaguehas the appearance of a vast gar-
den,

07 the great cdifices of the Ilague the Qld Palace is the most
ancient, and in other respects the most remarkable. It is a buge

pale of buildings, of different ages and styles, put together witheu

i

much system, yet not unpleasing in its effect. Part of it was the
court of the counts of Holland, in the days oftheir glory. It isa
sort of fortress, surrounded by water, to which you enter by three
bridges and as many gates, In the central building is a large and
lofty apartment, of great height, reminding one of Westminster
Hall, in its general character, although not in its details. It was
used, when I saw it, for drawing the prizes of the public lottery,
and for the bills of the deferred national debt, which were placed in
a colossal wheel, of a bold and striking construction. The other
Luildings contain extensive apartments, of various kinds.  Some
were occupied by the old States General ; othersby the Stadthold-
er; others, more recently built, by the National Assembly and by
Louis Napoleon.

‘I'he new palace is the residence of the present king of the Ne-
therlands. It was formerly used as the abode of several priuces
of the house of Orange, but has been greatly altered and improved,
to adapt it to its present destination. It consists of a central build-
ing of brick, with two wings projecting in frent, and with a su-
perb garden in the rear; and although not preeminently beautiful
as a royal palace, is vet convenient, and not open to particular ex-
ception, ‘The king’s fumily being at Brussels, I was enabled to
see all the apartmeuts, under- the guidance of the house-keeper,

who spoke good English. It scems, at first blush, somewhat sin-

gular that the private dwelling of a prince should be thrown open-

to every curious gazer ; but a moment’s reflection reconciles one
to the usage ; because the arrangements of the palace are all de-
signed for ostentation, and while the exhibition of it occasions no
inconvenicnee to the occupant, it serves to raise the ideas enter-
tained of him by his subjeets and by strangers. To describe mi-
nutely the interior of the palace, would be to give details of the
colour of hangings, and the materials of which the furniture was
comnposed, partaking too much of the style of an upholsterer’s in-
ventory of goods and chattels. A few general remarks on the sub-
jeet will suflice.

I was most agreeably impressed, in the first place, with the good
taste which appeared to have presided over all the decorations and
furnishing of this royal residence.  Every thing in it united cle-
gance with commodiousnes, in a remarkable degree, all the com-
forts of refined life being collected, and it was throughout worthy
of a monarch, yet without running into the senseless luxury and
prodigality of cxpense displayed at Versailles by Louis X1V,
Chairs and couches of figured satin, carpets of the best Brussels
fabrics, hangings of silk, velvet, or gobelin tapestry, mantel orna-
ments, and clocks in.the exquisite style of Parisian workmanship,
portraits and other pictures, as usual, such awere the contents of the
various apartments.. Pictures of the royal family, abound,. comme
de raison, and busts of the family and those with whom they .
now connceted by marriage.  Amoung the rest were fine portraits
of two of her children, said to have been painted by the queen her-
self, and if so, highly creditable to her taste and education,  Some
few superior paintings, of a miscellaneous kind, are shown lere, but
they are nut numerous, nor does the paluce possess many of those
master-pieees of art which distimguish several of the royal resi-
dences in Kurope.  Some of the most beautiful objects in the pa-
lace were presents from other sovereigns, and among them asuperh
funt of polished jasper, presented by the Emperor Nicholas, parti-
cularly attracted iny attention,  Sowme other edifices deserve a pass-
ing notice.

‘I'ie palaces of the present Prince of Orange and of Prince Ire-
derie, situated inanother part of the city, are simple and unpre-
tending, but suited to their rank,  The Stadhuis contains, accord-
ing ta the custom of the country, a number of portraits of persons
distinguished in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and a consi-
devable library.,  Several of the churches are worthy of notice, es-
pecially the prineipal one, which contains the mausoleum of Ad-
miral De Wassenaar, beside the tombs of many noble families. 1t
is also decorated with the insignia of a number of knights of the
order of the Golden Fleece, a chapter having been held in the
time of Philip the Good.  Another, culled the New Church, is
highly esteemed for its architecture, especially the vaulted roof,
which is sustained without the aid of pillars.  Every fricad of li-
Lerty will view with interest the spot in one of the publie places,
where the wise and virtuons De Witt perished with his brother,
the victims of an infuriated faction.
a miseellaneous kind, the cannon feundry is the most curious, and
ranked among the best in Europe.

One of the eireumstances which distinguishes the JTague, is the
value of its collections in literature, scicnec, natural history, anti-
quities, and the arts. It contains a public library, planned in hum-
ble hmitation of the Bibliotheque du Rot at Paris, and respectably
furnished with Looks, manuscripts, and medals.  Several private
associations also possess collections of various kinds. But the most
important of all, arc the cazbinet and museum preserved in the
palace called Mauritshuis, so denominated from having been origin-
ally the hotel of Prince Maurice, the Dutch governor of Brazil.
The museum consists of a fine collection of the Dutel and Flemish
masters, with some few specimens of the schools of France, Ger-
many, Spain, and ltaly.

The Cabinet of Curiosities fully deserves the name ; for it con-
tains an extracrdinary cellection ofautiquities and other curiosities,
of the greatest rarity and value, having relation to the manners and
To attemptany satisfuctory

and deseription of its contexts would require 2 volume

customs of diferent nations and ages,
1cratior
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are -

OfF the great establishments of

and I shall only particularize some few of the mest curious articles., -
There is a large series of articles from China, . .Tepresenting every ’
thing curious in the arts, the agriculture, the trade, the domes{w
life, and the religionof that singular people; and 8 similar series,
1llustrat1ve of the national peculiarities of Japan, forming a coI}ec-l
tion unrivalled by any thing of the kind to be seen in Europe. ,
Apparel of every descrlption -armour and instruments of warfare -‘
a great variety of services for the table ; figures in the _costume ot‘
religious ceremonies ; ev ery armle used in the toilet; an extraor-
dinary quantity of specimens of all the delicate workmanship of
the Chiuese in ivory, shell, pearl, sandal-wood and rice, and other-
valuable materials ; models in coloured wax of all the peculiar
fruits of the country; paiutings representing the mode of cultivat.
ing rice and tea; large cases containing groups of figures in vari.
ous occupations, for the purpose of exhibiting the manners of the
Japanese to the very life; large models of factories and towers, pre-
cisely as they exist ; in short, every thing which the singular inge-
nuity and industry of the Chinese could make, in illustration of the
actual state of China and Japan. Many individual articles>_arv:.:
also found here, having reference to the people of I'I“iudos_tan,‘ of
the Cape of Good Hope, of the slave coast, of America, and of
other parts of the globe, which the commerce of the Dl'xrtch cnabled
them to collect ; but not to be compared in variety or value with
those things which are of Chinese crigin.  Awong sinf;r]e things
of the same nature, the most curious isa large case of tortoise shel}
manufactured at Ams‘terdam, by order of the Cim"l’eter, at a
cost of thirty thousand Hlorins, representing the whole interior of a
rich merchant’s house, as they werc in Holland at the close of the
seventeenth ccntur\. Another class of interesting curiosities con-
sists of memorials of the great men of Holand. Thus you'seé the.
cuirass of the admired Iein, the large heavy mﬁsquetoon of Van
‘Fromp, and the entire military equipments of De Ruyter, consist-
ing of his coat-armour, sabre, chain, gold medal, and baton of com-
mand. Interesting as these are, they yield in attraction to the
hubiliments of William L. at the time be was assassinated by Ger-
ards.  While they are invaluable as 2 memorial of the great man
to whom they belonged, they are also curious as specimens of the
coarse garb which a prince of that day were, as compared with the
splendid cloth and rich decorations of the present time. In short,
this cabinet is cmphaticaily a colleetion of the most original kind,
rich and instructive as it is original, and in its Asiatic articles espe-
cially, it bears honourably testimony to the laudable ‘curiosity ‘ot‘

‘the Hollanders.

There is much also in the environs of the Ilague to gratify the
What first attracts him is the beautiful Wood, whicl |
is a remnant of the vast forest
Tt contains

stranger,
commenccs at the mtv itself, and
which anciently c'ctcudcd aloug the coast ef Holland.
many trecs of great age, and is crobellished with winding alleys and
meandering streams, which render it a most delightful promenade
in the summer months, 1t is traversed by an cxcellent road,
which leads direetly to the Palace in the Wood, a country house
built by Amelia de Solms, widow of the stadthoelder Frederick Hen-
ry.  She caused the suloon to be decorated with splendid paint-
ings, representing the principal actions in the life of ber husband.
A set of apartments is furnished magnificently with hangings and
furniture, all of Citiuese workinanship, of the richest materials.and
fabric. Idere is the favourite promenade of the inhabitants of the
Hague, who regard, with commendable pride, the fine old osks,
clad in all their native luxuriance, which adorn this noble wood.

Another excursion, which affords equal gratification, but of a
different sort, is to Zorgvlict, to the fshing town of Scheveningen,
or Schevening, and the sea-shove, about ten iniles from the Hague,
A beautiful road, so straight that the steeple of Schevening is visi-
ble at the very entranee, and bordered by four rows of elms, oaks,
and lime trees, forms an agrecable walk thither from the Hague.
On the left are the celebrated gardens and orangery of Zorgvliet,
where the poet and statesman, Jacob Cats, retired from his politi-
cal labours, and still admired for the beauty of thegrounds. Along
the magnificent avenue you meet the fishermen aud their wives,
going to orreturning from the market at the Hague, with their
costume so different from that of the city, and their little carts -
drawn by panting dogs. It was Jate in the afterncon when I re- -
turned from Schevening, and what especially amused me, was to
sce the fisherwomen trndging along with huge baskets balanced en
their heads, and filled with articles fur domestic use or food, which
they had bought with the proceeds of their fish; while in many
cases the hushaud rode home in genteel indifference, dragged by
his dogs in the little cart, and leaving his wife to go on foot, and to
carry the burthen beside. It is the singularity of the dress, ap-
pearance, and manners of these people, which reuders Schevening
an object of interest.  The village is sufficiently wretched in ap-
pearance, being on the edge of the sandy waste washed b) the sea.
Children rolling about in the sand, only half covered b) miserable
rags; old men parading their dccrepltude in the dirt, to excite
compassion and gatiter a pittance of falms from the str'm'rer ; hum-
ble dwellings hardly Ulessed witls the neatuiess characteristic of the
country ; such is the spectacle displayed in the streets of Scheven-
ing. A neat pavilion for the use of the queen, and a- public imn
and bathing-heuse, have recently been constructed near the water.
Numerous fleets of small bozts are constantly seen moored off’ the
town, cngaged in fishing ; and larger vessels occasionally appear
on the coust, {rom which there. is an extensive view of the cecan.
It was in sight of Schevesing that De Ruyter beat the combined
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