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wlich ara taken clhiefly by the United
States, iln successive years

1871....... 8,355,874
872 ... ..... 8,527,249

1873......... 11,357,099.
1874......... 9,221,141
]875,... .... 6,224,781
1876......... 4,647,470

Wtih susals figuros befor us we cal have
no doubt as ta the prostration of oan of
our ost imsiportant industries, and we
cai well undiclrstintd that sa serious a de-

pression in tat industry must react upon
ssii others. Osu aother point Mr. Charl-
toi malle saie remarks which would iave
been approapriate iad tisey not bean tinged
vithj party spirit. The acquisition of
British Colusbia and of the North-West
territory las bean a heavy strain upon the
resorices of the Doisiion-that all must
adsit. It may be that the acquisitioin
was premuature, but there can be nadoubt
wiatever that the political party in Onta-
rio, with wlich Mr. Clarlton is identified,
waits specially responsible for the eaily ac-
qusisition of the preset Province of lnii-
toba and of the North-West. There vas
a serious division of opinion anong the
ssniall popuhation of the territory asn tise
ssubject,-tie ninority, conposed chiefly
of newa" immisaigriants, being favorable ta the
union with Canada, while the majority,
conîsisting of the native population, giviig
a decided preference t tie old ludson
B3ay Comîpansy's regime. All the negotia-
tions were conducted ii concert with the
1liperial Government, and with their en-
tire concumence, snd the Cantadian.
Gov"er"ssnenst iad no reisoil awisatever to
apprhesnd the serious oustbreask n"hicls

after"wards ocaurred. Nothing is easier
tisain to find fault, and lM. Clarlton, who
comsplains bitterly etough a? fault-fisding
with the present Goveriimn's st, is but toa
reasdy ta imsitate the exampie of those
isoms ie condemns On the n'isole, the
Miianitobadifleuilties were dealt awith iost
prudently aud successfuiiy, an,d with no
considerable exponditure of smoney. Th
North-West hang abeen a.quired, the
consolidation of tshe Donnnion by the in-
corporation of British Colunbia becane
almost a necessity. lad it mot taken

placethe annexation ta the Unaiteut States
of the terits"y iest of the Roccy Matin-
tains could hasdly have beauin averted. "We
hava nio doubt that Mr.' Charltoin would
have soved the difficulty by leavinsg Bri-
tishs Colusbia ta its fate, but the states-
mssens of his party iave not ventured to
take that lin. Tîieir comsplaint las ever
ben tiat'tie Canadian Gavern ent did
unot accept the terms oosed by British
Columbis i. the inunediate construe-
tion of a staige road, aid i expenubture
ofmaltilesstisin a iilianori anna on a

railroad. iiid suich a proposition been
entertained by Canada Lisre caa be littie
doubt but t.tLat it w'ould have been assil-
ed with not less vigor than was tise seieime
that was atually adapted. While we sec
unch ta abject ta in Mr. Chalton's
speach, the notice va have takaen of il is
proof that w"e consider it deserving of
public attention.

HE AMENDMENTS 'l'O TifE INSOL
VEN" ACT OF 1875.

The amsaendmients tothe Insolvent Act
of 1875, proposed by tise Ministe" of Jus-
tice, ar now, before us. There aie anly
aie or two points on wvhici they wiill alter
tie gairal bearing of the original Act.
Ii minir smatters thera are sevor'al sligit
changes, all tesndisng in tie rigit direction.
Tie tine given ta prepare the insolsivent's
statemient is shortenel to seven instead of
ton days, and the tit at which the first
msseeting can be iseld ta ssot less thais frou-
teen days instead of twenty-ane. These
changes are certaissly msost desirable ta
prevent the vexatious delays by which
ierchants at present suffer, in learning

how" the estato stands, and in takinag ac-
tion tow'ards disliasing of it. Ther is onie
difliculty, how"evei, in thus curtailing the
tim ta eliaps before the first mseeting
which, though applicabla only te large
estattes ivith a w'idely extended circle of
creditors, or ta those of imnporters whose
creditors ara chiefly i Eiland, France
Or Gormsay,'is still serious; it does not
allow tinte ta communiîicate with all, and
ensable each ta appoint saine asne ta repre-
sont thei, if thay have not already a por-
miuent reprsenstative Isere. Thre shoild
be saie special provisoil made foi such
cases, basod, ve suggest, on wlither the
statenent shows tie inajorityi ii number
and value ta be r"sidalit in Canada or in
foreign countries.

The expaîsses of adver'tisiing are also
slightly reduied, but noit se much sa as ta
excide that amount of publicity needful.
ta sacure those interested against error or
fs'aimd. The ramuneratioai of th intarn
as;igneo is alsa lft stil S mar completely
in the hands of the creditors, subject only
La sevisian by the court or judge.

Tlie principal alteration is the cancel-
ling of setioi 58, relatisg ta the refusal
ai suspenîsioin of dischisrge if 33 cents in
the $ bo not paid, and the substitution
of the folloving addition ta section 65

nIProvided always that the judge shall
"nsot ralat ausy dischage uder this sec-

Stion, in aîsy case, ulèss sanie one of the
"following conditions be establislsed byL

prof, that is ta say
(1). "Th a dividend. of nat less tilai

ciifty cents on tise dollar on the unse-

t curet claisnq bas becc, or vill be paid
Cont of the insolvent's property; or,

(2). <'1iat such a dividend migit hiave
Cbeen paid but for the negligonce oi

5fralid of tise assignee or inîspactors; or,
(3). (That tho insolvont had on soio

"one day prior ta the institution of tise
''proceedings in insolhoney muailed, pro-
"t paid aid registered, to the address of
et each of his cieditars sa far as known ta
"him, a déclaration acknowlodging his
" insolvency, and that no procedings in
" insolvency iad been instituted against
4 binm for mor than ane monthi aftor th
i miailing of such notico, asndt that such a
e diaidend voild hlave beau paid but for

" circumstances for which the insolvonit
C cannot'justly be hlsad respionsible, aris-
CI"ing m1ore than one ml onth iaftair tic masil-
"ing of suci notices.'

In sections 71 and 72 tisero ara ameiid-
ments to facilitate the dealings oF the es-
tata writi regard to leases, and in section
74 tie Ilinit of six miontis instead of aine
year is placed on the lansdlor'd's privilego
for overdue rent.

Section 75 is cancelled, and new (and
iiprovedl) regulations for the disposail of
real estate substitd.

Section 91 rofers to teia priviloga of oi-
ployes foi" salary. IL is stn proposed ta
lisit this ta tivo montis' arrears isstead of
threc, and ta oie ionth of the aurent
year, or teri of engagenient, instoad of
Üvo. We are inclined ta question tie jus-
tice of this. "Tise Iaborer is northy of
lis hira," and if his employer, througli
caIrolessiaas, or tiat imipecuniosity w'icl
is not by any neans a raro devolopmîsent
previous ta bankrptcy, ias delayed pay
snent of wVages whichi the emssployeo coulsl
nlot well urge, withoiut peIsaps ondanger-
iiig his mueans of liveliliood, il is onliy fair
lie shouild be protected. A tiroe monthis'
privilege could not, in imost cases, ba
deomed excessive. The liimsitig of privi-
loge for the current year of engagenient
ta on nasth is not sa objectionable ; foi
his arranig ent withI lis emtployer is a
contract, wviich is broken by_insolvcincy
like any other, and it is aven apeit to
question if lie lias any ieal right ta a pri-
vilege, in, this r"espeect, over other credi-
toirs.

Tie ainudmen t a section IlS does
avay withCl tie Provision for tie discharge
of the insolvent ont of the assets of the
estate. It daes seemri iard, no doubt, that
creditors, w'io iave already lost nuey,
siould iave ta pay "or acqriittinsg tieir
debto" froni ls liabilities ; but it is a ques
tion whether, if he Ias given up every-
thing ta his creditors, as the law' directs,
they ara not entitlel taive hm a legal
discharge, the expesnses Of whicl hoNv"


