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which are taken clneﬁy by the Unlted
" States, in succesmve years :

../8,355,874
: 8,597,249

18730 11,357,009 . -
1874, 9221l
1875.. .. 6,224,781
1876 . 4!)47 4:0

With such I‘(rurosbcfow us wo can have
no doubt as to the pxostmt on of one of
our most nnpo:tsmt mdubtnes, and we

can well understand that so serious a de- '

pression in thab industry must react upon
all others. On another point: Mr., Charl-
ton made some remarks whicli sould have
been appropriate had thoy not been tinged
with party spivit. The acquisition of
yritish Columbia and of the North-West
territory has been a heavy strain upon the
resources of the Dominion—that all must
admip. It may be that the acquisition
was prematare, but there c'm benodoubt
whatever that the political par by in Onta-
rio, with which Mr. Charlton is identified,
was specially responsible for the early ac-
quisition of the present Province of Mani-
toba and of the North-West, There was
a serious division of opinion. among the
snidl population of the terutoxy on the
subject,—the minority, composed chiefly
of new immigrants, being favorable to the
union with Canada, ’while’tho majority,
consisting of the native population, giving
a decided proference tothe old lludson
Bay Compa.ny’s 1cg7mc.' All the negotia-

tions were conducted in ¢oncert with the-

Imperial Government, and with their en-
tire concurronce, and the  Canadian
Government had no reason: ‘whatever to
npplehend the serious outbrenk which
afterwards occuued Nothmg is easier
than to find fanlt, und Mr. Cliarlion, who
complams bitterly enough of fuult-finding

with the present Governmenb s but tdo,

ready to imitate the exz mple of those
whom he condemns.. On the whole, the
Mnmtobu difficulties wero dealt with most
prudently and suceessfully, and with no
considerable oxponchtme of money.

North-West- Liaving ‘been . acquired, - the

consohdntlon of. the Domnuon by the in-.

conpoz.ztxon of Buhsh Columbw. became
almost ‘o, necessity.
place-the annexation to the Umted States
of the territory west of the, Rocky Moun-

tains could hardly have been averted, '\\’e '
(.,h:ulton would’
have solved' the difficulty’ by lem’m" Bri-

have no doubt that Mr.

tish Coltinibia to- its fate, but the states-
men of his party’ have not: ventlued to
take tlm.t lme
been that’ ‘the ‘Canadian’ Government did

not accept the terms’ proposod by British -

Columbia,” viz, 'the lmmednte construc-
tion of ‘& stage 16
of ot less’ ‘than’ amxlhon per anny '

The.
. imud

ad it not ‘taken .

Their comp]umt has ever |

ad, and the e\pendxtuxe :

railroad.
entertained by Canada there can be little

‘doubt’ but’ tlat itw ould have Leen assil-
‘ed with not less vi gor than was the scheme

that was astually adopted. While we see
much ‘to object to in Mr. Charlion’s
speech, the nolice vwe have taken of it is
proof that we consider it deserving of
publie attention.

THE AMENDMENTS TO TIE INSOL
VENT ACT OF 1875,

The amendments to_the Insolvent Act
of 1873, pxopo:.ed by -the Minister of Jus-
tice, aro now before us. There are only
one or two points on Which they will alter
the general bearing of -tha ou"nnl Act.
In minor matters there ave sevoral slight
changes, all tending in the right direction.
The time given to prepare the insolvent's
statement is shortened to seven insteacd of
ten days, and the time at which the first
meeting can be held to not less than fow-
teen days. instead of twenty-one. These
changes are certainly most desirable to
prevent the vexatious delays by which
merchants at present suffer, in learning
how the estate stands, and in taking ac-
tion towards disposing of it. There is one
diflienlby, however, in thus curtailing the
time to elapse before the first meeting
which, though applicable only to large
estates with a widely e\tended circle of
creditors, or to those of importers whose
credifors are clneﬂy in England, France
or Gelmany is still serious; it does not
allow time to communicate with all, and
enable each to appoint some one to repre-
sent them, if they have not already a per-
manént representative hore. There should
be some special 1)10\’151011 made for such

cases, basod, we suggest, on whether the
* statement shows the m'qout) in number

and value to be 1051dont in Canada or m
foreign ‘countries.
The c\penses of -advertising are also

- slightly reduced, but nop s0 much so as to
“exclude that amount of publicity needful

to socure those interosted against errov or

in'the hands of the cr echtox
to revision by the coutt or _)ud"e

The principal alteration is the cancel-
ling of section 58, relating to the refusal

_or suspension of ‘discharge if 33 cents in

the '§ bo not p.ud, and “the s.lbsbltutlon
of the following '.\ddlt,\on to section 65 :

“ Pl ovided ul\\ ays that the judge shall
“nob "mnt any dxsch‘ugc under this sec-

¢ tlon, in an; 1y case, unless some one of the
“ Tollowing’ condxhons e cshbhshed by,

“ pxoof that i istosay s
()¢ 'lhs.tadlmdend of not less umn

w“ hfty cents on tho dollzu on ‘the unse-

Ted such ‘a propositibn been-

The remunemtlon of the interim’
;atsx;,neo is‘also left still more “completely
subject only

“ gured claims lias beon, or will ‘be, pmd
“out of tha insclvent’s proper ty ; or,

(2). “That such a dividend might have
“been paid but for the negligonce or
“fraud of tho assignoe or inspoctors; or,

(3). “That the insolvent had on somo
““one day prior to the institution of the
‘“proceedings in insolvency -muailed, pre-
““ paid and registered, to the address of
“ each of his creditors so far as known to
“him, a declaralion acknowledging his
“insolvoncy, and that no proceedings i in
‘insolvency had been iustituted against
“ him for more than one month aftor the
“ mailing of such nolice, and that such a
“ dividend would have been paid but for
“ circumstances for which the insolvent
“ cannot justly be held vesponsible, avis-
“ing more than one month aftor tho mail-
“ing of such notices.”

- Insections 71 and 72 there are amend-

ments to facilitato the dealings of the es-
tate with regard to leases, and in section
74 the limit of six months instead of ono
year is placed on the landlord’s privilego
for overdue rent.

Section 75 is cancolled, and new (and
improved) regulations for the disposal of
real estate substituted,

Section 91 rofers to tho privilege of em-
ployees for salary. It is now proposed to
limit this to o months’ arrears instead of
three, and to one month of the eurront
year, or term of ongagoment, instead of
dwo.  We are inclined to question the jus-
tice of this. “The laborer is worthy of.
his hive,” and if his employer, through
carclessness, or that impecuniosity which
is not by any means a raro development
previous to bankruptey, has delayed pay-
ment of wages which the employee counld
not well urge, without perhaps ondanger-
ing his means of livelihood, it is only fair
he should Le protected. A three monihs’

_privilege. could not, in" mest. cases, he

deomed cxcessive. The limiting of privi-
lego for the current \e'u of-engagenient
to one month is not so objectionable ; for
his arrangement with his employer 15 o
contract, which is broken by _insolvency
like any other, and it is even open to
question if he has any ‘real vight to a pri-
vilege, in this respoct, over othor credi-
tors.

The amendment to-section 118 does
aivay with the provision for the dischargoe

of ‘the insolvent out of 'the assets of the

estate. It does scem hard, no doubt, thal
creditors, who ha\'e’nhc'uly lost money,
should have ‘to ‘pay ior 'Icqmthnv their

‘debtor from his liabilities ; but it is'a ques-

‘tion whether, if e his given up every-

“thing to his or edltols, as tho lawdirects, '

they are not entitled: to give him o .legal
dxsclmrgc, the oxpenses of \\Inch, ho“




