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at hrine, in order te avoid a second trip,
leave ioney at hotols, piaces o' amuse-
ment, and withi rai lwiy coinpanies, and are
likely te becoine gralually pro-Ainerican,
in tlieir Ielings. Let our wise legislators
reconsider this mnatter' Cre they allow
anotier' session te go by with stili an
ansomnaly in Oir commercial relations viths
our- nieigbbors ; let themn reimeiber thiat
dealings cannot be carried on without
idebtedness, and thiat dependeice is a

natural consequent. If tlese tendencies
are not stayed ii time, the iercliants of
Montreal, T'oionto, St. Jolii, Ialifx,
Qubec and Ilaniltonare certain te be-
coie mnerely r'etailers foi Newv York and
Boston. It is net fer tens alone w'e imust
depend On Newv York it is remarked

that the vessels whicl have visited ibis
and otier ports of Canila every season
witli foreign fruit, spices, &c., bave not
niade tieirappearance this fIall.

Ii soimme late Australian papiers we
notice the sale in MeIboirne last June of
2M00 packages ciFochvcioos, 1400 of Young
Ilysons and otlieis, ah ainmiting te 7000

packages in ene week. Melbourne coi-
tains nearly ifty par cent. miore popula-
tion than Montreal, bu t the country dis-
tricts are net as thickly settled as any

part of Canada. Such transactions ns
these in Canada are beginning te become
historical, a fact vIich every truc Cana-
diai imtust deceply regret. 'Tlie tea trade
of any country is of tee considerable
importance,-andi as tee many inteirests
dependant il it, te be liglhtly esteeimed.
It appears te us that i Montreal and
Toronto especially the great decline in
the apparent business activity of these
contres dates from the period of the
repeal of this difrential duty.

PUBLIC IJEALTH AND COMMERCE.

The influence of public health upon
commerce is often greatly overlooked.
It cannot be that it is se treated entirely
tlirougi ignorance, for any reflecting mind
muest readily perceive and admit the
numberless ways in vhicl business with

its many ramifications, mnay be made te
feel the effects of wide-spread disease or
contagion. But people generally are
little given te reflection beyond that

which inimdiately concerns their parti-
cular sphere of labor, or their personal
physical condition-while the well-being
of others is deemed a too-intrusive sub-
ject. This question of public hIalIth, how-
ever, has been forcerl upon the citizens se
continuously, that an awakueing te con-
mon sense bas iltimately followed. We
are disincliied te .believe that this agita-
tion lias been rendered needful, by rea-

son of any ovidences of extraordinlary
tnger' actually l existence hre. But it
is aston ishin g lion miicli thîere is in an
iduea; and tie idea has beein allowed te lie
nmagunfed by unscrupuilous newvsvendors
in Other cities. and trade interests have
sffei'red smaterially by the exaggeration.
hit being the case, it has become advis-

able tO cosely examine into the general
coidition of sanlitary aflairs, ii order thati
sili mneasuires might be taken as w'ouldi in
the ittire diminishs the probabiity of even
mini orcases ofcontagious disease occurring,
and thusîs renlder oipportimitics foir exagger-
ating tieuth less possible. The oganization
whichi represents tie bnisiiless men of the
city, pereeiviig the force of these tilings,
hias lately boei reporting its vies on
questions Of public beitIi; tiere have
beens interviews witlh authorities, both
civie and ecclesiastical; and subseqiuently
the City Council have been uiriged te en-
act a y-a by vhicli the practice o
v'accinat-ioi muay be male compulsory-
such civic by-law being needfui te give
effect te wiat lias aliready been placedi
witliin their poier by legislation. And
nonw, we bave juîst been Iavored by Ilis
Worslip, thie -M-ayor, writli ain exhaustive
tiCatise inl ad'VOcacy Of thse pri'aetice Of
vacciiation. IL is gratifiing t learni that
all tis agitation lias been serviceable, as
the large -staff of iedical mon rceitly
appointted tc make a thoroue11gh convass of
tih city are saitd te be inetihig with
unanticipated suiccess. StilI, there wvill
tloubtless be found a large p'oportion of
ignorant people resoliutely refusiig te
submnit te the operation, and, as it is
amongst this class that disease is likely
te be mocst rife, there yet remnaiis good
reasoi for urging tipon the " City f'ailiers '

the passing of the necessary by-law, and
thiis make assurance doubly suire in giv-
ing denial te an application-so far as
Montreal is concerned-of the saying :
l where there's smnoke there muisst e fire.''

To detail all the vays in whicI comnierce
eau be alected by disense wvould be
Out of the question. But premising thec
groundlessness of Ouir sippositioi,-NliaIt

itould be the t csequence to tiade if
it vere even linted tiat Ieady-lmade
clothing, for instance, or- fuis, Wore
being made in the homes of working

people vhserein healthifiliiess was at a
discount, sending forth goods bearing
contagion throlighout the length and
breadth of the lanid? Or, supposing it voe
tc be hinted that a vessel Clearing froin
this port for the West Indies, would have
difliculty in obtaiinîg a clean 13ill of
H1ealth i Wly, if such things wiere true,
the indignation of' citizens vould be bo-

yonid centrol. But, fortunately, such things

are noLtrue, and have ne present appli-
cation to fontreal and its commerce.

Bit they serve the purpose of illustration,
by possibility, of what could take place
where public h1ealth is not properly res-

pectel andi reîgulated. We liave.sifli.1
by iijust rumiors w ongt,i. Lwe, (o

protect the future. it is te be hoped,
therefore, thiat those in aulthority vill
accept tie 'u lavantage Of thie present
agitation, and ever realizo tle duty of pro-
tecting the connnercial as wellas physical
well-beine of thleir fellown.eitizens and
constituents.

IîîOWr AN I.NSOLVENT ES VATE WAS
DI VIDED.

It is not surprising tiat imercliants often
against their sense of moral rectitude se
readily accept a debter's ofer of compro-
mise ratier than f'orce hin into the hands
of the oflicili assignce. Moroespecially
is thsis the case in reniote districts ; should
lie latter alternative be taken, as is usual
wiere dislionesty is suppose( te be a fea-
ture, tli resuilt is generally that the
assigneo and his friends manage te get a
disproportioiate share of the spoil wildle
a trilling dividend is declared lfor the
creditors, Oftenl net exceeding twenmty-five
cents in the dollar wlere the Ofer of
compromise had been seventyfive. WO
(le iot pretend te say that sone suclh
case lias recently coene te an issue in the
afthir of Matthev Ferguson of Moncton,
N.B., wio faiiled in October, IS74, and
made an offer cf seventy-flve cents in the
dollar te his creditors ; we give the facts,
and lot renders make their ow deduc-
tions. An examination of the estate ait
the tine of suspension shoived fully ene

sundred cents, and it wvas resolved te let
matters take their course. ''he total
liabilities did not reach $3,900. The suim
of $4,961 was realizcd oi the estate, out
of which a dividend of twenty cents in
the dollar, amuunting te $750, was paid
in Septembor, 1875, and a further and
final dividend of four cents lately. Tie
following meinorandun of expenses coi-
densed from tie oflicial assignee's account
will explain hov the reinainder was dis-

posed of, by which the hunîdreds wero
given te the ieirs of the estate and the
thousands disposed of in one way and
another by the executors:

Printing, advertising and notices... S1GI 49
Postng ........... ........................ 16 88
Relristry................................... 9 80
Sun,îdries.................................... 49 45
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Insra'in ce............ . ... ........... G0 90
Auctioneeirs................ ..... 87 (0
Assign's and inspectors.............. 537 85
Coinîsel and Attorneys........... 539 35
Witiesses........................... 24 1i0
Surveying, &c............................ 223 30


