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fof, the humidity of.the furrounding mat-
ter | preferving that of the animal, who

wanied only the compancnc parts not to -

be dried up,’ to preferve it trom dcllruc-
tion,

.But toads are not the cenly ammals

which have the privilege: of living for a.

confiderable period, without nourithinent
and communicarion with the external air.
The mﬂances of the oyfters and dafyles
mentioned in the hegmmng of this.article,

may be advanced in prooi cf it. Lul there

are other, rxamplcs.

, Two living worms were found in Spam,
in the middleof a bloek of marble, which
a feulptor was carving into a lion of the
natural colour, for the royal tainily,  Thele
worms. occupicd two fmall cavities,
which there was no ‘inle thap could pof.
fibly admit the air. They fubfifled ‘pro-
bably on the fubftance of the marble, as
they were of the:fame colour, This fa&t
" is verified by Capt. Ulloa, a famous Spa-

niard, who accompanied thc Freach Aca-
dcmlcmns in their voyage to Peru, to af-
certain lhe n}.urc of the earth.
- -that he faw thefe two worms.

to,

He aflerts -

Qi Ships foundering at Sea.

A beetle, of the fpecies called capricorn,
wias found in a piece of wood in the hold
of a ihipat Plymouch. Thewood had no
external mark of any aperture,

We read in the Affickes de Province, 17
June 1777, that an adder was found alive
i the center of a block of mzrbl;, thmy
feet in diameter. It was folded nine times |
round in a fpiral line: it was incapable of
fupporting the air, and died a few mingtes
afrer. Upon examining the ftone, not the
fmalleft'truce was to be found by which
it could have glided in, or ‘reccived air.

Milfon, in his travels through Tealy,
meations a ceaw-fih that was found alive
in the middie of a marble, in the environs

) Vof Trivoli.

M. Peyflonel, a king's phyﬁcmn at Gua-
daloupe, having o'dcrcd a pit to be dug
in the back part’ of his houfe, livefrogs
were found by the workmen, in beds of
petrifaltion. M. Peyflonel, fufpe@ing
fome deceit, defcended into the pit, dug
the bed of rock and petrifa@ions, and -
drew out himfelf, green trogs, which were .
alive, and perfe@ily (mulzr to what we fce
cyery day. - '

THOUGHTS on the SUBJECL of SHIPS FQUNDERING at SEA, with Dnreﬂaona
t how to prevent that fatal Difalter in many Cafes.

N rezding Dr. Franklin s letters, I found

- A he had :rc-und very ingenioufly on this
“fubject: bur I think he did not give as
i full dxreéhons, “’t perhaps, hé would have
-~ done, had he been particuiarly weating on
. that fub;e& alone ; therefore, 1

- thought it not amifs to add fome thougita
of my own to thofc of [ir. Franklin, and
. offer them to the public. L&t us firit con-
fider the principle, on which the thip foats

* on ‘the 'water,” which s fimply this, that
air is lighter than water. " Thus tfyou fill
any veffel,
make it ti ght, it will ﬂoal on :the :o,; of

* the whter, and carry with'it a weight ex-
. amy equal to th=-difference of the weight
.of air in-the. cafk and the fame cafk full
of water, edu&tng for the weight ol the
-cafk itfelf.’

weight - of the dir comamcd in faid fhip

below the furface - of “tlie witer, 'and the -
' .‘we;gh; of “fo much water, dcdu&mg the

- -weightof. the hip and batlaft. A captain

whi perceives his thip, at fey fprnw aleak,.
in-a defperaté manner; fo 4s to gain faiton.
_his pumps, fhould, inthe ficlt place, ftarc

"2l hiscatis full 6f any. hquld t'mt he can

get 4t in.the” Jower tersy and-a3 faft as

have:

fuch as a cafk, fulrof air, and

-Thus a fhip will carry jult as -
“much welght as the d:fferénce between the .

they empty, or the water increafes o that

-xhcy will empty no more, ftop them r1ight

again, and (hrow overboard only fuch
things as will of thenifelves fink, careful-
ly récaining every thing that will floaton
the water, for they may. at laft fave the -
fhip. "1f the cale il feem delperate, emp--

-ty cvery cafk that cap be made tight, and

put them in the hold, and contrive to force:
thiem under water, and keep them'there -
by -props from the deck ; this will fill
leffen the prefiure, andd che water will come

“in flower, as it rifes higher in the hold,

ean be gos a¢ for uic.”

“cabin, and fouttles,:
_they can be Kept under water,

and covers more of the cmpty cafka. Eve-
ry wooden thing that can any way he {pa-
red, muft be putin the hold, and foreed
under water, by ‘props,; not b) weiglingy
for.this would defiroy the effett. Evenin
cafe of ‘gréat 'extrémity, .tut down ‘tbe
mails, and. cut them very! (mall with every
thing abov:‘, and-force- e ioto the hold,
ot any where,; (o thﬂt
The ile
provifions, water, &, thar wil) be necelfa-

+'Ty ta be kepe-for icy (hould be fif} ofall
. brcught dpon dcck, and=laft qfn i1 be prit

into the hold -oF ‘any Jwlrere elfe, {o that

thcy will be’ nmnerlcd in"the wa_u-.r* and

1 and oo opini-,
REC




