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3§86 Clfervations on the Natural Hiftory of the Cickeo.

lhlrec' males, who (eem carncily contend.
“3ng for her favours.-~From the time of her
appearance, till after the middle of fum.
_[gher; the netts of the birds felected to re-
ceive her egg are to be found in greata.
- Bundance ; but, likeother migrating birds,
fhe does not - begin to lay 1ill tome weeks
- sftey her arrivil. 1 nzver cuuld procure:.
sn eze till al’t‘c_r the. middle of May, tho'
~ probably an éirly coining cuckoo fhay
groduce ont fooncr.d - .
+ “Thecuckoo makes cholce of the nefts of
-4 variety ot fmxll birds. - -1 have known it
&g introfted to the care of the hedee.
fparrow, the water.wagtail, the tit lark,
the yehidw-Hammcr, the green.lic net, and
the ‘winchat.  Among thefe it gencrully -
felc &s the three'former ; but fhews amuch
greater partiality  to the hedge-fpairow
than 1o any of thereit : therefore, for the
__i'ur‘po'ue»of—a?nidinycom‘uﬁon, this bird -
. énly, in the-tollowing accoun:, will be
&onfidered as the fofter- parent ot the cuc.
Koo, except in inttances' which are parti.
sularly fpecified, ) - !
The hedge.frdrrow cdmmonly takesup ™
" four or five diys inlay:ng her evgs. Du.
ging this time (generally after the has 1aid
~@rie or two) the CicKoo contrives to depo.
fie her egg among the reft, leaviag the fu.
spre care of it entirely te the hodee fpar..
- gow. ' This intrufion often occafions fome
B dil’qpmpgﬁirc‘ ; for the old hedge-frarrew
- atintérvals, whilft fheis Gtting, not yn.
frequently throws out fume of her own
#ggs; and (Gmetimes injures them in fuch .
&’ way:that they:become addle ; fo that it
.. #nore frzquently -happens, that cnly two -
. er.threé Bedge-fparrow’s cggs are hatched
- ©gith the Cuckeo’s. than otherwife ;" byt
whethier this be the cafe vr not, the fits the
“fame length of time as if no forcign egg
. had becn introduced, the cizckeo™s cgs re.
i . quiring- no longer--incubation thin her
"own.:- Howerer, | have never fé:n an in.
~ftance wherethe hedge-fparrow has either
“thrown cutor- injured’ the €35 of the cuc.
oo, r .oyl e
+ .« When the hedge. fparrow has f3t her u.
faaltime, and difengaged the young cuc.
koo and fome of her ovin offipring from
the thell,b” her own young onks, and any
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i ;’-’bdt'»i{ mezrt by
+ Rooy Lpall mere fully éxplainir a paper | ir.
, :;':d 20 lag befere §5i on gj;ge Mzg'nrif;n“pgfbirdx ;
et 55;(”1‘!‘::?_'5: necefary eo mention bere, that Mi.
- - grating oirds.of the fame Jpecies arcive in fuc:
eeffien, Cuckassy for example, appear r'greas.
c'r.,’rm'‘mbe’r.m;T on the'fecond thun e the frf evech
- Sf their arrival; and they difappéarin the fame

<. gradual marner,”

T T&e Jyoung cuckea is ccmmonly I:;t'ébrd S

of her eges that temain unhatcheds a

- molithed; butailare left fo perith topether, ;

4
2]

Lk
et

foon turned out, the yeung cuckoo rrmain.
ing potlesTor of thc neft, and 'fm? ohjef
of her future care. ~ The youny birds apg.::
“not. previ-ufly Killed, wor arc the egps de.

cither eatanuled about the buth whi»_h cof.
“tains the nett, oitiying on the ground sl
derit. . . K st L

_ The early fate of the young hadge fpars
rows i3 3 circumitance that has been no.
ticed by others, but attributed to wrong
. Gaufes, - A'vaticty of conjeures have bt{a
tormicd upon it.  Some have fuppoled L’)\
parest cuckoo to be the author of theigs)
detru@tion ; while others, as errcnceufly,is
have pronounced them fmothered by mi‘
difpreporticnate ize of their (cllow  nefi-
ilng. Nowthe cuckoo’ic. g being not muth
larger than the hedge-fpairon's (31 (hall
mare.fully psint out hereafter) it neceffa-
rily follows, that at A1l there can be
no great difference in the fi2¢ of the birdss

L jufl burit from the thell. « OF the fallacyi -

efthe former afferticn slfo | was fome;”

. ¥ears ago conviaced, by having found thae -

many cuckoo's cggs were hatched in the*
nettyof cther birdi after the old cuckoo'
had difappeared 5 2Ad by fecing the famg

fare iktend the nefiling fparrows az duri
the appearance of the old cuckoos in this',
country. Rut, beforc | procecd to the:

- {a@s relating to the death of the young.

fparrows, it will ba pieper to lay before™
yYou fome examples of the incubaticn of
the cgg,and the rearing of the young cue~ .
koo fince even the veell known fact, that™
this bufineft is intwufiéed ToThe ¢are of 0.
ther birds, has' been controverted by “an
-author whe haslately written on this fub.
‘Jedt ;e and fince, as it i a (18 fo much’
out of the commoén cavrfe of nature, it
may till probebly b difbelicved by others,”
R I;'x:m{f!t I o
. The Titlark is frequently fcle@ed by the -
cuckoo to take charge of ‘its young ofa
butas itis a bird lefs familiar dixn many
that I have wentioned, its nelt is not fol
eften " difcovered. 1 have, neverthelefsy
had feveral cuckgo's egps brought to me
that were found in-titlarks nefls ; and hid
“one Gppertunity of feeing a young cuckos,

oo _in" the neft of "this bird : I fsw the old'.
an early.coming eics | )

birds fecd “it repeatedly, and, to fusisfy,
®myfclf that they were really darks, fhot
them both,: and found them to be fo,
Sl Exemple I .

_" A cuckoo 14id her RE in 3 water-wag.’.

wil’s neft in the thatch of an old cotrsgel ™
“The wagrail fat her ufual timey and theén

€ 'Tbe Heny Deines Borrington, . 0
L . hatched™



