
TITE HEALING

four years of poverty, with a fret-
fui woman and three children to sup-
port, Tom Pinder returned to hie old
home and the hundred acres that bad
stirred hie amusement and pity in
the days of hie prosperity. liRe
brought some poor furniture with
hlm and one cow and a gray horse
considerably past hie prime.

B3ill went straight over to Tom's
place, eager to re-establisb the oid,
brotherly relations, willing to forget
the past and ta lend a belpiug baud.
Re met Tom at the gate.

"You'll have to take that bsek,
Biil-what you wrote about Agnes,"
naid Tom. "lYou-you as good as
cale her a liai,!"

"II'm sorry I wrote that," roplied
Bill. lit wasu't kidd-an' I 'm ont-
ara-out sorry for it! But sbe was
proinised ta me, Tom-au' w2hen I
said I waa glad you'd saved me £rom
maryin' ber> 1 said t~he trutb."

-There you go 1" returued Tom
fretfulIy. "Maybe sbe's forgot just
how thinga really vere between you
an, ber-but, for .211 that, you migbt
pretend that she's rigbt an' you 'vo
made a ruistake. It 's infernal bard
on a decent womnan 's pride, Bil, to,
know thiat a mn despisea her."

, I am willin' to lot by-goues be by-
gones,." returned Bill, after a mo-
ret's besitation; "but V'Il fot make

a ir nyseifijuet tasuit ber faucyl
I2 arn willing to be friendS, for your
sake, and say notbing more about
the pst; but II not Put inyseif in
the wrong about that matter."

111 gnoss that wau't suit Agnes,"
naid Tom miserably. "She says there
shall be no friendehip betwoen us un-
til you beg ber pardon for that let-
ter."

For a second Bill was Iuclined to
take this humorously; but, seeing the
voman berseif in the door-way, witb
a supereillous expression ou ber pale
but pretty face, he took it uastily

instad. "Very well," said ho.
IIThon I say tberc'Il be uo friendsbip
between us ujitil 'se begs my par-

He f oit twinges of sbame for this
oufibreak before ho reacbed bis owu
door; but the damage was already
doue. Duriug the next twa years ho
made mauy efforts to briug about
peace; but every advanee was re-
pulsed. For the rigbt ta belp thein-
to help Tom and the cbldren, es-
pecially-he would wiilingly bave
doue auythiug-that; le, anytblug but
beg Agnea's pardou for baviug
spokou the trutb. Sometimos, whon
the sigua of struggle sud poverty
were more uxideniable than usual, ho
was bal! iuelined to pociket bis self-
respet aud seuse o! bouosty sud do
even that

By the time this atruggle of eigbt
years' staudiug was reviowod the
sixth c0w was milked. Darkness bad
sottlod softly over tbe oat-fields sud
xnoadows, sud a thousand fire-flies
flashed their tiny lanterns iu the
bushea. But Jenny, the bigbly-
prîzed Jersey, had flot yet joined the
bord.

"She'l eorne wauderiu' aloug be-
fore moruju'," reflected Bill. "l'Il
beave the bars down for ber."

'IL
Morniug came; but it did uot brin 1g

the dolinquont Jouny. Bull Pinder
nilked the other six aud turued them
out of the yard, set the milk away
in the long eroamors sud atteuded ta
the moruiug wauts of hie bores, pige
and calves. Rie was a quick aud
tborougb worker, aud, except ini liay-
îug snd threshing time, could man-
age ail the work of the farm single-
hauded. lie was auxious about the
xnissing cow, for sbe was the most
valuable o! the bord; but there wae s
patch oi fodder-coru on the brow of
the bill that required bis attention
in the woret waY. le foit that he
could handle thie job sud sti11 have
turne ta find Jeuuy before uight. Very
likely sho -would join the rest of the
bord iu the waods sud ho would Iind
thern ail tagether, in some favaured
spot o! grass sud water aud shade.

Froin the corn-field on the brow of


