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Tbe month of December of this year closes the eighth

volume of the CiNmDmaN ILLtSTraTBO Nuws, under the

most favourable auspices. The paper has not only re-

tained the success which i:, enjoyed from its inception,

but it has gone on adding to its popularity, and, at the

beginuing of a new year, finds itself with a large and

STEADILY INCREASING CIRCULATION.

This state of things is to far satisfactory that we have

been encouraged to introduce new and important im-

provements both in the management and editorial com-

position of the paper. Henceforward, particular attention

will be given to

-REGULAR DE.LIVERY, t

so that newsdealers in ail parts of the Dominion will be

punc'tuaIly served, and readers may rely upon having

their paper in good time, every week. Experience shows

that, while this country is weil provided with a daily

presýs, there is an ample field for the development of

weekly family papers, wbich shall embrace, besides thep

usual amountof literary matter, a comprehensive accountP

of the current events of the day. It is our ambition to

take rank with the best weekly papers of Britain and thed

United States, in both ability and influence, and our new

arrangements to compass this end are complete. Ourt

political course will be, as usual, independent and non.t

partisan.

LITERATURE,

in its lightest and most attractive phases, such as serials,

short stories, sketches, and poetry, will receive unremit-

ting attention; and an immense variety of miscellaneous

matter will be furnished in every issue.

The specific character of the paper will be maintained

in the department of

ILLUSTRATIONS.

We have every facility for producing thom in a style that

defles competition. Besides the pictoriai representation

of interesting incidents ail over the world, we shall con-

tinue our gallery of PoRTirt.s of male and fenale celebri-

ties. Occasionally an AnT-PicaTuR from one of the mn-

ters will be produced, and the periodical FasmIos PLATM

will appear at appropriate season. It isi ntendedi also to

make a specialty of

CARTOONS,

settiag off leading events of the day. These will be fin-

ished in a style of high art, and, from their historical in-

terest, will form a collection worth preserving.

In addition, then, to a surnmary of curren events,

political intelligence, religious news, literary, scientific,

and artistic progress, the readers of the OCNADiA ,ILLUs.

TRanzo News will have a weekly series of pictures and

sketches so disposed as to promote, in the highest degree,

the great desideratum of art culture.
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I. commenting, some three months ago, on the recult of

the evidencei taken before the Royal Commission, and the

then probable defeat of the Macdonald Ministry, wu took oc-

cssion to favour the formation of a new party of young men, c
under the leadership of Mr. Blake. This idea bas evidently t
germinated lu the minds of others besides ourselves, and we

find that somne shape is being given it in the election for

West Toronto. It may be well,/therefore, to explain otur-elves

more fully on the subject. In the first place, what we sug-
gested was not the creation of a third party, as distinctive
(rom and antagonistic tu the two great parties now dividing

the state. In the presentcondition of things such party would
have no ratio essendi. Experience further proves that who-

ever detacebs himself from bis own party, oultide of a crisis,
commits political suicide, as bas been made manifest in the
case of Sir Alexander Galt and the late Horace Orceley. Our
idea was that the old Tory party, on the one band, and the j

Rouge party, on the other, should be set aside, and two new

parties of comparatively young men, who are etrangers to the
worn out disputes of ancient leaders, shoulti b formed, taking
the country as it stands to-day, and devoting thenselve te

its advancement from that point of departure. Truc to the

conviction of the necessity ft such parties, we attributed the
downfall of Sir Jolih A. àlacdonaldi, i, great measure, to bis

long tenure of office, and expreased out surprise thathe should
have been succeeded by the old party of the Opposition, as 1
representedl by tr. Mackenzie, for Ontario, and Mr. Dorion for

Quebec. It is not that we objected su much to Mr. Mackenzie

On persounal grounds, but we do object to Mr. Durion, as the
leader of the etote uand anti-national Rouge party. That gen-1
tleman has long survived bis usefulness, as h bhimself under-
stood more than a year ago, when he announcetd bis dletermi-
nation to retire front political life. The same objection holds
with still more force in the case of Mr. Fournier and of Mr.
St. Just. In Quebec, at least, if not in Ontario, there is need
of new men, who are alive to the truc interests of the country>,
and in barmony with the spirit of the times. There is reason
to believe that the Ministry, as at present constituted will b
only transitional, and willi be siot rconstructed according to
the programme which we have announced. Theoretically, the
party attempted t obe formed in Toronto uet-ts out vicw ; but
practically, we apprehend that its tendency will reach farther
tbn its promoters imagine. A National party, with- Canada
First " as ita motto and pass-word, will naturally and gradually
drift into opposition to British connection. ln other worde,>
its programme will be Independence. The sarcastie references
of Mr. Howland, chairman uof the Toronto meeting, to tites of

bonour conferred upon leading Canadians, and our ltoadylst
te English aristocratic usages," suticiently indicate the bent
in that direction. It were perhaps best for the new party to
proclaim ilts ideas boldly, for no party cau stand without
clear-cut, palpable doctrines. The imofveient has te defne
itself more sharply before we can pronounce upon It. As it
stands to-day, it does not conform tour itical. The choosini
of a we!l-known clear grit fer standard-bearer in the contest
for West Toronto, is an initial mistake which will unfortu-
nately retard the plogress ft the new party, fur the simple
reason that it will create distrust in lih sincerity uf the
leaders, and cast a miat over the principles by which they
should be guided.

At an early period of Mr. Arob ata y among us, when ho
had already had more than one opportunity ut tating the

object of his visit and the terms upon which h wb as prepared

to briug out a number of agricultural labourers, we expressetd
our grave doubts as to the successe ohis mission. We based
our fears entirelyu n the'fact that, h lookedl tou high and
expected too much. nAfter due considration,' we said,

" are obhiged te express out belif that Mr. Arch's
" mission in the United States, as weil as la Canada, will
"turn out to be a complete failure. Mr. Boundrby's saying

"about the people wishing to be fed on turtle with a gold
spoon Is trite enough, but if the information wu have re-

" ceivetd b correct, il not unsatisfactorily expresses Mr.

" Arch's desires as to the treatment his protégés are expected
te receive on tbis aide. He makes certainl stipulations as to
their treatiment,&c., which will hardly meet with the appro-
val of the employers, who are, lu rite cases out of tn, men
who have had tu rough it when they commuenced their career
in this country, and will naturally expect that thoir cm-
ployees will go ibrough some portion of the hardships hey

"themselves have experienced. Thi 'wo think Is the rock
upon which Mr. Arch's chanaof success will imake ship-
wreck lie simpiy asks tou much. We ray have been

misinformed, but unleas we have, wuet Lfar that the cause or

" the Englisi fart labourers wili have gained nothing by Mr.
« Arch's advocacy. Our forebodings have only been too com-
pletely realized. Mr. Arch, as w have since learnt, came
to Canada with grossly exaggerated, and, wu may add, un-
warranted ideas astu the comforts and ease that lay ln store
for those who are willing t uturn their backs upon the old
worid and seek tu bulid up their fortunes among us. He hadl

ividently unaccountably become imprecssed with the notion
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"at thia cou"try °'a°°'w land Of'Co'kaigno, whero baked
meate grew on the trecs and ready cooked filsh disported
homselves lu the streams. lis oyes were speedily opene
o the truo condition of the country and the real stateof the
ttractions that we have to offer to intending ottilers. O
is return home ho publisbed the results of his obs.rvationîs

which it now turne out were far fron favourable as to the ad.
vantages of Canada as a field for immigration. He founid the
country anything but a paradiso, peopled by gaunt, bony, hard.
isted, hollow-cheeked men, thinking of nothing but dollars
with overy bit of old Englii heart burnt idried or frozen out
ofthom. The life ho discovered to be simply Intolorable ail
work and no play. This ls ln miniature the picture he su
before the uen who cilegatei hlim tu report upon the land,
whether it le a good land. rhat his picturo is mucm uover.
drawn, every one with anythlug mure than a mere supe!rfeial
knowledge of the country will admit. That Canada is e,
paradise we are ail aware, but hlad we known ln titue that Mr,
Arch was ln search of such a resting place we should certainly
have besitated before attempting to intercst him u i ut
favour. 'he picturo he draws of the country is su ridiculou,.
y overdrawn that comment le unnecessary. We do not share
the fears expressed by som of our contemnporarics thit it
will do us harm at houe. The tine Io fast going by whe.
Canada was a terra igno!a, and we are convinced that we. hav.
friends enough at home who are both able ant willing to
counteract any failse impression that air. Arch's report may
produce. The land is a gooi land enough. Steady work,
good wages, froc land, free schools and liberailinstitution,
are no smali Inducements. And such induteincnts, Mr. Area
has more than once told us, are what the agricultural babourrr
requires. Thie brings us to another and a strauge fature ,
connection with Mr. Arch's visit. During his stay in this
continent he everywhere expressed hi, satisfaction with what;
he had seen. lu Ottawa, Toronto, Paris and Boston bis ver.
dict was minently satiafactory. One ef hit; coiipa:liost
writing to the Englisi press, says : I The farther we ome
west, the greater are the signs of material prosperity, Unlike
England wealth appears te udistributed n almost equai
proportions among aIl elasses. Por people soemto e tun
knuown." How does this contrast with the con lition of th.:
clasm in wlose welfaro Mr Archl is so strongly inter,ted?
And how comtes it that once on the other Aide of the A:lanizt
he fouud it convenient to change his toue and decry th
country ho had so loudly lauded ? And, further, whaft ofÀhi
prornise as to the settlemnt i Canaea of the families he is to
brinig out next spring ? Eitler Mr. Arch s conmvi1cdi f he
fitness of the country for settlement by the agriculturaI
labourer, and is playing a double part, or lie is actiig ;mlth .
wilful intention of deceiving the mou who have coua5dedl
their interests to his own care, and la about to bring out a
number of settlers to a land which ho bellevote to be ufltted
for settlement. For ourselves we have no fear fr the
future of hdtest, hard-working men who may cast li thirt lot
with us. Tue examples of successful Iudustry are tooire.
quent in our midst to allow of any doubt on that score. Mr.
Arch notwithstanding, wo are ail of us convinced that a mmmai
who la not afraid of work will always have it in his power
to attain a competence In Canada. Those who expect a para-
dise may look elsewhere.

A year which records the los of tive hundred passenge-rè ly
the IlAtlantic," and two hundred more by the , Ville du
Havre," without including the numerous casualties which
have occurredin different parts of the worid, on the water,
may well be set down as one of peculiarly unfortunate rccotrd.

The los of the French steamer was accompanied by circiul-
stances of au uncommonly distressing nature. The vet-l
went down within twelve minutes atter she waLs structk, and
many of er passengers had not the time to leave thir statc-

rooms. Several may have gone down even in their Ifcp. 4
ln one view, this was a mercy, in another, it was a horror.
Several who got jut uboats which might have saved them,
were killed by the heavy masts failing over themide of the
ship. Full particulars of the cause of the disaster are not y:t
kuown, but suflicient bas been ascertainei to demnotmtrate
the alarming fact that net even the best constructedi Ve5-'l0
can stand a perpendicular stoke at their contre fine It i ad-
mitted that the f"Ville du Havre" was a highly imniproved
model, not only furnished with ail the modern appihaices' for
security and strength, but specially contrived te, stand a strail.

and a shock ln her most vulrierable part.. And yet a inuch
smaller vessel, moving under sali, impinging on lier amti.I

hips, bruke ber back at one stroke IL must be remem.bered,
however, that the " Loch Earn" was tron-clad and arud
with a steel prow, intended for encountering ice in the Canada

trade. liad she been a wooden boat, there le nu doubt tihat
sho would have sunk as rapidly as the "iVille du Ha-r. Av
it was,she was su badly injured as to beobliged to put to. Ami

officiai investigation of the accident is to b mad in Fiance,
and we shall be anxiouns to sec how Frenchmen deal wjth
maritime cases of tho kind.

In a discourse recently given before the Liverpool Iinstitute,

Anthony Trollope Look up the defence of novels andilaid

down the principle that they are the serinons of the Praenil
day. Every une readis them and learnas frn thni lessiuof


