
''PHÉ BRtTISI-1 COLUMBiA CONMERCiAL IOUR14At,.

THlE MENl-TIIC SYSTE'M.

Thore la ant attcînpteti revival lu the
Unuitedi States cf agitation of the projoct of
a utîlfonn systoîui of welglits aînd neaitures
for aIl civiliscu.t nations. IL caînot ho sait
to have attrae cil a great dei O! popular
attentli ais yet, tloig i in le ouîd to con-
titile tu lie presseti by progreSsive inu un-
tii It., finai adoption, %%hicli ii certaîiniy
oiy a qtuestioni o! tinie. 17niforinity lu the
standards wvhiicl register anîeuîints and
values iii the excliaîges o! coîmmierce is 80
desirahie, aînd ii a nmore cxtendetd 4ystei
o! conuilerce ivili ho su uccessary, tlîat iL
nîîy lie regarclet as sure ta bo ultiniatcly
brouglit about.

Bradstrcets favorahly tiscusses tie inlat-
ter at, leîîgtl, aid inecidetitÀîly brings out
miany facts of intercst lu couîiectiou with
iLs proizrs l in t nited States aud cille-
whlire.

Wilîile $omne o! h iicno4t îiportant coin-
inercial states, as the Lunitet States and
Great Britain, use ono systeininl tlicir
ordluary transactions, tlîey have miade au-
otiier, tile ietrir systeîn, optiotial, as have
soute otlier state-s, whlile tlîe great iuajority
of Lue civilizeti nations cf the world bave
madie the systeni obligatory. 'Tite states
wvhiici, have jatie the- use of the nîctrlc
gysteni ohligatary are Gcrunany, Austria,
Hungary, Ilelgiinîn, the Argentine Repub.
lic, France, Itaiy. l'cru, Ilortugal, Bou-
mîania, Servia, Swctcn, Norîvay. Switzcr-
land anti Venezuela. 'rite couistries wh!elî
have nîadie tue use o! the înetric systeni
optiona; tare the Unîited States, Great
Britzaia and Turkey. whle the sYïtenu' liait
not yet bccîî legalizeti ln Rtussie. anti Den-
mark. Tite wveglit o! autliority, se to
speakz, miay tlierefore ho sait to bc lu favor
of tue adoption or tic nietrir xysteiîî, anti
iL is Lîi.s sy.stoîi wvhicii le inostenergetîcal-
iy advocatcd, anti witli rcason, wvlen the
project of a unifoni systelsi o! wciglits and
Ilieasures is discusýcd. Tite use o! tue
nietric systeiin l the Unitedi States lias
heeni optionnI for si long imie, but its adop-
tion% lias bceii coisfined mîainly to goversi.
ti ulepartruints anti scientilîc hodies.
Tiiere are alîvays tifficult les li hvay

of tlîe adoption o! a neiv systetu ef anY
kiîît. At tule saîine ilino tic advantages
of the nictric by.-teiii are ',o great tliat tlicy
bit fait- to overconuie evcu the force ui long
habit, Tiie ,ystessi iii tlo irst pîlace le
decinial, andi lia.s the ativantunge for pur-
pobes of Colînputation tlîut tiecilnal uuys-
teins hatve ovur otîcrs hssti on a diffrerct
princle. thein Ui etrir 'muis of
le.Igtli, bulk, %weiglit, etc., are *;impily re-
latt-t to caci otiier, a circuistauce ivhiciî
gives ttit, systcnii a grcat ataiaeover
thec irregulariy relateti or uiirelated nuits
of otiier evatuints. FîaiUcs enla
becoie an irntcrtatioîiai eue, anti Inter-
couirse, htbeîrcciî natiotns lin iicaseti to
bucli an extciît tliat iL in now as imipotat.i
tu Ila-ve Lime .ieti wciglits andI iticasiures
useti iii utleet coutisas; it. wax a ceru-
tury ago to have tic saille iveiglis anti

uncses INeti ii ilTereut pa.so!tî
.,aie ColitnryIl fnlu Frier pre

FAIS ADFALMElis

Çonîîtarisons arc !rcqucnitly useful, aitt
es~cciilyse~vbîî ve rctold tliatCai.

atlian intereste arc heunti upw'itît tiiose

of tlîc Unitedi States to Hch an exteut
that thcy catînot hc xovered. God and mia-
titre aecoriîîg to a certaiti sebool repro-
senteti by Mr. .1. W. Longioy. have eu-
Joinedti Uicr togetlicr. It les Obvions,
tiiereforo, says thc Tforonto Einpire, tlîat
any ativaritage to ho gaincd by our farins
andu farinera undor froc trado witli tue
SUiates iliust bc îiiîniiiar to those slow
jiossesseti by the Anîcerican agricultur-
alist. To claîni these prîvîleges, condi-
ltions iîli have to be equalîzoti, anti 'o
tmust ho brouglit up to Whitt tîc opPiOsi-
tien elaini to ho the tortunate position o!
cuir neigliboning cotupetîtors. If the
faruticrs of haUt countnies 'vere now on a
dcad level of simiiiarity, frec trade or
commuercial union %voulti ho usetul; anti
if aur farnîcrs are on a higlier level o!
prospcrity îlîan te Amnerican IL would bo
iinjunlous. his liasis lit undeniabie, anti
intereuces unauswerable, anti the <ques.
tion uit once arises as to vhticl in1 the
mtore jirosperous, the Candian or tic
Anîcrlcaui.

Govornor Canmpbeli o! 0hio ebserveti on
October9 tat "Year by year farniing is
growhttg more unprofitalile," îvhile te
groîvth o! inillionairos proves flic exist-
once o! tnany mnen wlio have indivliually
atideti more tei thoir îvealti inl ton ycars
tItan has te entire agricuitural clans of
any state lu the Atuerican union. Iu
l8.i)o the capitaliets lu the Ilopublic owneti
M7 per cent o! lier iveal Lb. To-day tlîcy
awn 75 per cent. Tite cause bas beon a
union of war tariffs anti corruption îvlth
commercial combinations. trusts andi
mionopahies. As an IlluqtratIon o! this un-
tortunate tendency ta proqper the mpecu-
latar anti seoiner at tue expouso of tho
fariner. tue Hlartfordi li,itcs tiescnihes a
tarm a! 320 acres in Salemu îvlicli w&as
wartb $7000 somieyears ago. A fewdays
ago the whoic propcrty anti imprave.
utO-nts, gooti farming landi anti 'ootilaui,
ivoîl feucoti aîîd wltli -ood buildings, -was
soit at auction for $1,400. This speal- for
itsclt. WVealtli centeringinlu te lants o!
a few anti hciug taken away froni Uic
liarti.warking tillors o!te sal. Tite
lotter recetitly ivritten te tue represcuta-
tives of Kansas ln Cautgresn by tho prosi-
(lent of tue Farmer's Alliance %id fur-
ther liglit upon a iat-ksonie situation.
Tite w-holesaie farelasuros a! fat-ni mort-
gages antitlieconsequcnL lîroatcuîeti ex
tinctien o! te farmiing class -te utake
îvay for a hervile tcnantry" le describeti,
îvhileoane lav fitnus lu Sautîteru Kansas ln
stateti tu bave a cuntract te forclose 1,1M0
miortgages 'vitmin a short Lime.. A simi-
Iar conditioni exista lu Michigan, vhiere
ilue farmn mertXagea for SU arc saiti te
anieunt te avor q64,00,000, anti whîcrc 50
lier cent a! tlîe farins are niortgagcti ivitît
au ilidcbtctiness et anc hli tue lant
value.

The corporation et London, Eug., bas
voLt 2,500l guineas as a îvcdding prescrit
tu lrince Albert Victor.

Tlîc Calnatian Bankeru Association lias
been farmct at Mantreal te look after Lue
intcrcsts of thue baîuklng comniunity.

John L. Ferizulsan, a baakkecper ln tue
National Bank or Kansas City, bit% eon-
fessed ta the cmbcxzlement o! :$20,000.

VITAL SIA'1IST£ICS OP~ A;M1,'lICAN
JEWS.

Tite Unîited States governnient, ccr.
tainly dcscrvo.s crcdit for theoecirts
which it le puttiîîg forth to niake Its ccii'
sus publications as complete and valuiable
as possible. Alinogt every feature of
social or commercial lite which could lit
any way pruve useful or even ilntercstiîîg
la bcbng lnvcstigateil and the statistics
Llîeroon tabulatcd. Bulletin No. 11) deaig
%vltil the vital statîstics of 60,630 Jews,
bt.iouging to about 10,000 familles. IL lia%
long licou an acccptcdt axionu tliat for lite
assurance Jews are dosirable cusitoîîîera
andi for lire lusurance they are undesir-
able. As a class they are looketi upon az
Ilealtby, temperate andi long liveti andi
the results hcre shown go far to confligi
tlis opinion. Tite dcatlî rate lus tiiis sec.
tion of the Jewisli population wvas fouud
10 be only 7.11 pcr ,000. This is remiark-
ably low, tho rate iii tie cornmunityns a
wlîole beiug about 15.8. Ile probable,
however. tîtat tlîo immigration front
Europe during recent years of large nuits-
bers of Jews li the primie o! lite may have
sonmewliat affectcd thîs figure, for nuost of
the aId aud fecblo would bo left bchinti,
while those who faceti the long journcy to
a forelgu country wvould be niltitie-ageti
anti robust. But evcu wlien aUl due
allowauce lias been matie for this, iL mnust
be adinuittcd that the Jews are as a race
longer liveti than Gentiles amiong whoîui
they reside. Othier lntcresting Points are
brouglît out. Tfli average nunîber cf
chiltiren born te cadi ruother 'vas-1.66.
Buttlmose uîîotlicrs who were themrsclvcs
borni lut the United States averaged oniy
:t.so clîlîtiren eacis, whlle those barn in
Russia hat 5.W3, tîosc frein Boblemia 5 Il
tliose froni llungary .5.2î. and tiiose front
Germaiy 5.'24. Thiis isasiguificant Illustra-
tiin o! tho Amierican tendency torrards
smiall famnilles.

Points, witlî regard tu occunatIon are
aiso noted. 0f 18,115 maies rcportcd, only
3:M wec cngagcd ln agricultural puisuitn.
There la evidently but littIe use lu try.
ing tu inake a farnier of the Jew. Coni.
merciaI ptirsuits, buying andi selliug. are
lus deliglit, uind of bis skili ln dlqposiîîg ot
lus property tu an unwilling lire instir-
auce Comîpany, tlîe managers know huit
sou well.-Insuranco anti Finance Citron-
icle.

Tîte mail contract wlth the Allan liue
huis becsi rouow4'd fora year, Halifax to be
tîte 'vinter port.

Tite tclcgrapli operators o! the Atlantic
andi 114iciflc jtaiiway, wlîo went au strirc
recently, hîavc izaincti al] thîey deutandecu.

The miii anti plant ot the l'aterson San*
itry Com~pany uit llivcrside, 'N. J., 'vas

but-nei rccntly. Loss ffl5,000; Insurance
"15,00().

Tite Iouie correspondent er the Londion
Stanudard says that Austria bas effercl te
niediate bctwccn tte Vatican anti the
Quirinal.

Tite Trw lu Bank at Irwvin, Pa., bas sus-
pendeti andi P. S. pool & Son, proprlctor%,
have assigned. Tlîey say evcry dollar of
liability wll bc palti.


