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prescription is committed to his hands
with no primary request for its returnal
after being filled, nnd he has aflixed his
narks of identity and compounded it, he
should vetuin the original copy as legal
ovidence that he has preparved such n pre-
seription.

As showing the legal value of a pre-
seription it may be of interest to state
that Mv. Robert Englund informs we, he
tus been subpaenaed in three eases within
the last three. years to produce certain
original preseriptions for the purposes of
fiest, To prove attendance in a suit for
mudical services.  Suit was won,  Second,
‘To prove that a physician used drugs for
malpractice.  Physician convieted , and,
third, To prove that a medieal student
illegally practiced medicine.  In Lhislatter
case, the patient dying, and the student
being unable to give a certiticate of death,
the case was examined by the coroner,
and when confronted with the preserip-
tion confessed gnilty.,  In each instance,
however, the legal authorities returned
the preseriptions, thus tacitly admitting
their ownership,

But this whole question of preseription
ownership, to my mind, is cssentially one
of luw, nud viewing it from that stand-
point, it presents some most interesting
fentures. I have been fortunate in secur-
ing for this afternoon’s meeting an expres-
sion of opinion fromn that eminent author-
ity on civil Inw, Mr. Richd C. MeMur-
trie, of this city.

He writes as follows :

Bonurr Buimisg, Jan, 15, 1891,

Drar Si,—~You ask who is the owner of a
preseription ¥ The physician who writes it, the
putient for whase use it is written, ar the apoth-
cary to whom it is handed to eompound ?

Evidently the only dispute can eaist in o case
in which the physician and the paticnt have
parted with the possession ot the paper, and it
has Lowfully come into the hands of the apothe-
cary, at the instance of the patient,

The universal practice appears to we to point
whete the title is for all purposes but one. 1
presume it is the custom to vefill a lottle with
i preseription jndicated on the label  ‘The
patient is not requived to purehase a new pre.
seription every time he wishes the order filled—
amd this appeirs to me plun, from the conséder-
tion that he could sceure this by copying the
paper before using it.

Moreover, e nag paid for the compnsition and
skill requived for that purpose, and the delivery
to the sputhecary is for u partienlar abject, wml
there is in that transa-tie navhing implying o
transfer of property in anything by the paticut
to thie apotheeary.,

But the practice certainly is for the apothe-
cary to retain the documents, 1 presume no
one ever heard of a preseription being returned
with the dose to the patient.

It is obvious there is nothing indieative of a
sale or transfer of title on that fuoting in this
transaction. ‘There is something analogous in
vespeet of i check.  The retnrn of these instine.
ments avises vut of distinet cousiderations.  Ac-
cc;‘»t]c(l bills are never returned to the drawer if
haid.

! Then there is w eonsideration which T consid-
cr conclusive, seeing that the thing is open to o
coutract, and the partics have chosen to make
none.  1f under this view of the case the usage
is not of itself conclusive, I think theapothecary
has the right to retain, to warrant himself, if u
question shall arise, as to correctnuss of conduet.

T oy add ~the elainuut wust always show
}nigxl title—if the title Le in equipoise he must
il

It ulso acewts to e that this paper is werely
n substitute for n verbal direction, und nodoubt
there ure maltitndes of verbal arders filled that
might be wiitten,

On the whole, Ishonld think there ought to be
no doubt that the apothecary may, if he sees fit
uwd is foolish cumlg‘l to vun the risk, put the
paper in the five, There ¢an be na halfoway
measure, he cither owns it absulutely, or not at
all, ‘There can be nodnty to produce it for in-
spection, or to give copics, while it wonld be
si:ly to refuse to do so when reasonably demand.
ed,

It is very wnmsual in this conntrey to look to
the conscquence of w rule. 1t nay be well to do
%0, 1f the paticnt is theowiter, lic iy at any
time within six years demwmd the paper, and if
it is not surremdered snvas for o tortions con-
version of his property. 1 hecan’t do this he
certainly hias no title. T wouldask if Eaxcentors
cver inuired for presaiptions given his testas
tor: if they belong to the testator, they are
nssets,

R. C, MeMuenrrir,

A New Tablet Machine.

——

BY F. W.JORDAN, PU. G,

Read at the Pharmacentical Meeting of the
Philidelphia College of Plavmacy, May
[HIUR

The Iarge use made at the present time
of compressed tablets induced the writer
to endeavor to devise a machine which

would enable the retail druggist to make
tablets for prescription purposes, and
which wou'd be large enough to be used
during his spare time in making tablets
for replenishing his stock.  Nearly all the
machines which have heretofore been in-
vented have been too lirge and too expen-
sive for the use of the pharmacist, and
the nuking of tablets has hevetofore been
mostly contined to the manufacturers.
Realizing that economy of space was a
primo requisite in contriving & machine
for the phavmucist, every effort was made
to make it as compact as possible, and yet
strong enough in 2l its parts to be dur-
able and powerful enough to resist a pres-
sure equal to five times that required.
The arraugement of the machine is
veadily understood from: the cut ; it weighs
sixty pounds, occupies a counter space of
six by twelve inches and stands twelve
inches high ; the movements ave positive
and automatic, having an adjustment
wherehy the feed can be vegulated to the
wlg part of a grain, and the pressure so as
to mauke the tublets of any degree of hard-

ness.  ‘The feed-can being nicely ndjusted
on the bued-plate prevents any waste of
material, and is so shaped with an inside
agitator that makes the feed so positive
and regular that when the machine is set
for a given number of tablets, thelast oue
will be ns accurate and perfect as the first
one.  The bed-plate moves but a short
distance and earries the bottom die under
the feed-can for supplies, and to the
phanger, where the material is compressed
and the tablet ejected.  There arve four
sets of dies, mnde of the Lest steel, highly
polished, producing tablets well shaped,
and with edges perfect s possible to make
them.  The fly-wheel is of suilicient
dinmeter to make its running casy to the
operator.  The machine is neat in appenr-
ance beinyg ornamented with nickle trim-
mings, atd nicely painted in brown and
wold,

In conclusion, the writer ventures to
express the hope that he has been able to
devise o machine which will furnish his
brother phurmacists with & wenns of aid-
ing his peeuninry advancement as well ag
developing his professional standing, by
enabling him to improve his reputation
amongst physicians by showing his ability
to make his own preparations, rather than
confining his energies to simply selling the
productions of others.

Tacoxy, Puinanneis, Pa,

Tariff Changes.

Tk following are the changes in taritt
affecting the drug trade :

OLU TARIFY, NEW TARIFF,
Ethyl Aleohol, gin,
rum, whikhes anl
other aleohiolic lis
(QUOPS. . eiearinnns
Ayl aleoho) or
fusiloll.... . ... 2 per yatlon
Mcthyl alcohol,
wood alcoliol,
naptha, brandy,
ClCeeees conennns
Spints and_ strong
watery, eliniey, es-
senvey,  eateacts,
lotiony, cte . . .
Alcoholic perfumes
and perfuied apice
its,, etey, when in
bottles containing
less  than  four
OUNCES vevevanen,s
Do, when in laryer
lottles . .
Nitrous cther, sueet
spirits of uitre, £2 per gallon
aromatic sririts.. and 3up.c, and S0 p. e,

This will necessitate an advance of
nearly 40 cents a gallon on alcohol, myth.
ylated spirit, ether, spts. sweet nitre, and
all alcoholic preparations will also be ad-
vanced in price.

N per gallon 212} per gal

$2.124 per gal

£2 per gallon $£2,12) per gal

JA12) per pral

2 per gallon
and 30 p. ¢

ard 30 p. .

50 per cent,
ad valorem
2,12} per zal
and {0 e, .

50 per cent,
ad valorcm
§2 per gallon
and 30 p.e,

124 per al

CaxnantaN TurpesTINE—Of late we
have been offered, through the London
market, Canadian turpentine. The cli-
mate of Canada excludes, in all probabil-
ity, however, the culture of the turpentine-
yielding trees.  An analytical chemist in
Hamburg found that the Canadian tur-
pentine is largely petrolenmn. It had a
specific gravity of 0.8115.—.poth. Zei-
tuny.

The man who does a good turn to =
ncighbor to day, will find somebody doing
a good turn to him next year. This isan
cternal law,




