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BREVITIES.
CASToa Ot..-azura and Grtismer, as

the result of exporiient-, have arrived at
th conclusion that of ail the fatty oils ex-
aiiniined so far castor oil ia the only oe which
contains no oleino.

MIonrr.~.-Knîoro, working on tuethyl-
inorphimiuthine mthiodido, has obtained ro-
suits which show that of the threo carbon
atoins in inorphino one is attachled to the
nitrogen atoun as inothyl, so that the alkaloid
cannot contain a pyridine-ring.

OLvE On,.-.azura and (irtissier have
mnado a suarching exainination of the oxida.
tion products of the liquid fatty acids of olive
oil, the resuit of which points to the fact that
both alIe and linoleic acids are present in
the oil, and in ail probability they oxist in
most non-drying oils.

THE Sor.onuLrrY Or CILOr&TE Ob' POTAS.
sriub.-Mr. Alver Findlay, in a imper read
to the Edinburgh Chienists' Assistants' Asso.
ciation recently, showed that at 40Y. F. the
solubility of this sait in water is only 1 in 2G.
He also stated that the presence of tincture
of perchloride of iron in a mixturo materially
increased the suluibility of potassium chliorate,
and that even in the cold chlorine was slowly
liberated. The addition of glycerino was
found to diuninish the solubility.

IcE AS A PHARMIACEUTICAL PIROIUCr unay
soaon b a matter of fact, if the advice of a
nunber of tuedical societies in Geriainy is
taken hy the Pharnacopeial Commission of
that land. The Pharn Post says that several
orgamizations of physicians have passed reso.
lutions requesting the Comnission to admit
ice into the Pharmacopoia. The District of
Badon lias long lad a law which requires
apothecarios to always keep on hand ice for
modical purposes. Outsido the elementary
experiments of the apprentice, when he first
reads the chapter on "artificial cold " in lis
natural philosophy, wo doubt that any ice
will ever be manuifactured in the drug store.

INsEcr Powim has been used as a dressing
for ulcers and wounds, to prevent the forma.
tion of inaggots. It also answers ta preserve
dried insecte and plants in cabinet collections.

ACACNE is a white powder looking and
tasting a great deal like acacia, but is not so
bulky. To the touch it appears consider-
ably liko pulverised arrowroot. An etninent
chenist, says Mr. G. G. Allen, in the Regis-
tered Pharmacist, suggests that the nianu-
facturer has succeeded in extracting the
mucilage from trisli moss, the result being,
when finished, a preparation which is put on
the market as acacine. It produces an emul-
sion almost irastantly, and ono that is appar-
ently complote when examined in the bottle
as finished. ln preparing the emulsion of
cod-liver oil with acacine, nu aunount. of

triturating will reduice tho size of the globules
to that of an acacia emuuilsion. After taking
an egg-beatur and heating the acacinu ensul.
sion, and counparing it with acacia einulsion,
it was rtund that the oil globules of the latter
wero at least a hall sinallor tian those of
the acache enuilsion. Tho acacia etnulsioi
separates. but the acacine onu does not.

A rua n r i Warsaw was recently
iiaking itp a prescription coisistiig of 32
parts of chlorato of potassium and 4 parts of
tainic acid, and oi adding a fow drops of oil
of peppermint to flwour it the mixture ux.
ploded - ith great force, duoing considerablu
daniage. A St. Petersbuurg phariacist lias
dispens'ed the prescription with the sain,
re.nult.

SoLrUTos or Tanarei ap Cmu Acios
are, according tu teinhardt, preserved by
the addition of salicylic acid ; per cont. of
salicylic acid (on the weiglit of dry substance)
is suflicient for a solution of tartaric acid,
and k per cent. for a solution of citric acid.
So troated, thoy niay b kopt for years in
quito goud condition.

A DuuvcrccTiv' PHnÂAuÂAov Aur.-The Plhar.
nacy Act of New South Wales does not wear

very well. For soue tine past the New
South Welslmen have shown a singular tasto
for " Rougi on Rats," and as this reoedy
for ail the ills of life is little besides pure
arsenic, it las at leastthe men rit of cortainty.
In order ta check the too free indulgence in
this luxury, "l Rough on Rats " was gazetted
in the usual forin into the poisons schedulo.
But the tirst time an attenipt was made to
punishi a veidor who had not obsorved tlheu
necessary formalities, it waa found that tle
proclamation was ultra vires, as clause 7 of
the Act exempts fron its operation " poison-
ous mixtures for the destruction of.vermin.'
It is a curious complication thiough that the
4th section enacts thit " it shall not b law.
fui ta buy or seli any poison for the avowed
purpose of destroying rats or other verminu
infesting houses, unless the purchaser bu a
housolholder." But the framers of the Bill
thoughtfully savod the courts trouble in ro.
gard ta this section by omitting to attacli any
penalty to its infringement. The Sydney
papers, which comment in severe terms on
the faillra of the Act ta protect the public,
account for its imperfections by explaining
that those who draftod it huad thoir ininds
fixed on the object of getting an oflicial status
for the Pharmaceutical Society, " as the asso-
ciation of druggists is learnedly self-styled."

A NEw Hy roTIC.-Drs. Hagen and Rue.
fler hava just issued a report un a new
hypnotic called chloralamide, which is stated
to induce sleep inmediately after taking ;
the dose is fram 80 to 45 grains dissolved in
wine, or given in wafors. It was tried in
twenty-eight cases, and was successful in
twenty-six of thens, noa injurious secondary
effects being observed.

SULPHONAL AS A NARCOTIC.

At the aniual ieeting if tl, h)utiiiioniii
.iedeal A-s'Oeiation, hehl it hlail!, Ir.
JanioS Stewart, uf Moiitrea;ll. preentli t.
Iistories of fifty-t.wo eases in whi-l stil.
phonal haid been aduiiniisitereI for the pur.
pose of procuring sleep. When sivere
pain was presoit lie oud ti d rug ule',
hut in thosu casesi wlire sh•vvplIune Was

resen t without pain il wastuî h iglly usefuil.
li t iieuurotig, rases wliere' t int morllia
or chloral habit haid been developedi it wa,
the imeans of seetlnring 1.iielitial ''leep
whiei givei in t wenty-grainu do . Thre
was, lie believed. no tear t tii, habit beinig
establishiel, as in the ec uommonlv ised nsar-
otirs. No depression of the liart, had

been iinoti i'ed froI itfs ui'e. Th tnt is
fromt fifteen to twent % graii-the ordin.
ary dosoi being twoeity grainus. I airgeri
doscs are knowi tu prodluu'ce atoxie symuîp.
tomsz.

Dr. Whittaker, of ('ininl iti. spoke
from exiene in the niI uf sulphonial,
and confiried ail that Dr. Stewart had
said i is favour. As aun agent to prouere
sleep le (coisidered we had i if . most
valuable remliedy. lie had used it in t largo
doses, giing a', uhi l , half .mu unice
within thr-ee or- four horand hadl nover
seen anly dange'r. o tle least symptom of
danger, fromit its ue. There we're persois
who Could not sleep whiile travelling oi a
train Ur steamilbat. Siei perions unîîght
have a good night's sleep, free from aIy
objecîtîinable aftr. cts. lby takmig early
in the evenuing tiftein g'.iuns of sulphonial.
lie believed that it was no use whautever
as aîi anouidyune. but given in thoso cases
reqniring suhel a reeicdv il was a new and
ligIhlv valuable reuedy.

DRUGGISTS AS OPTICIANS. "

Thle question is fr-eýlpienItly asked.(, "- Why
dlu su mii:anuy peoplo n'owadays wear
glasses ?" 'l'hie answer is easily given.
vithin the last twentv or twcunty-five

years uheli has been learneil about the
value Of ghasses and their. ranig uf usoful-
meis b been largely extendii"d as a cou-
.sequceIC. peopfle are takinug fbele'r e'art, of
their eye-sight, and sitistics show that
tle umuber of pens losing their sight
lias greatly diminished. Again, tl eyes
ieed more hiellp iow thai formierly, berauise
every year the amouit utof work ther art
requireil to <lo iiereaises greatly -ietî emi-
ployients, closer application, the more
exteiided reading of cheaip literature and

ewspapers ail combine to overtaux the eye
and render it liable to give way in the
couitiuued strain and struggle of work.
This being the case. gisse are conuniii

CA NA DI AN DR UGG IST.Septemiber, 1889


