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CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

BREVYITIES.

Castor O1n.—Hazura and Grilssner, as
the rosult of experimonts, have arrived at
the conclusion that of all tho fatty oils ex-
amined so fav castor oil is the only ono which
contains no oleine.

Monrsing,—Knore, working on mothyl-
morphimothine mothiodide, has obtained ro-
sults which show that of tho three carbon
atoms in morphine one is attached to the
nitrogen atom as mothyl, so that the alkaloid
caunot contain a pyridine-ring.

Ouive Omn.—Hazura and Griissner have
mado a searching examination of the oxida-
tion products of the liquid fatty acids of olive
oil, the rosult of which points to tho fact that
both oleic and linoleic acids are present in
the oil, and in all probability they exist in
most non-drying oils.

THE SoLusiLiTy oF CHLORATE ur Poras.
stoM.~Mr. Alver Findlay, in a paper read
to the Edinburgh Chemists’ Assistants’ Asso-
ciation recently, showed that at 404 F, the
solubility of this salt in water is only 1 in 26,
He also stated that the presence of tincture
of purchloride of iron in a mixture materially
increased the solubility of potassium chlorate,
and that oven in the cold chlorine was slowly
liberated. The addition of glycerino was
found to diminish the solubility.

Ice a3 A PHaxMAcEUTICAL Propucr may
soon be a matter of fact, if the advice of a
number of medical societies in Germany is
taken hy the Pharmacopweial Commission of
that land. The Pharm Post says that several
orgamizations of physicians have passed reso-
lutions requesting the Commission to admit
ice into the Pharmacopasia. The District of
Baden has long had a law which requires
apothecaries to always keep on hand ice for
medical purposes. Outsido the clementary
axperiments of the apprentice, when he first
reads the chapter on ‘“artificial cold ” in his
natural philosophy, we doubt that any ice
will ever be mannfactured in the drug store.

Insecr Powpir has beon used asa dressing
for ulcers and wounds, to prevent the forma.
tion of maggots. It also answers to preserve
dried insects and plants in cabinet collections.

AcacINE is a white powder looking and
tasting a great deal liko acacia, but is not so
bulky. To the touch it appears consider-
ably like pulverised arrowroot. An eminent
chemist, says Mr. G. G. Allen, in the Regis-
tered Pharmacist, suggests that the manu-
facturer has succeeded in oxtracting the
mucilage from [rish moss, the result being,
when finished, a preparation which is put on
tho market as acacine. It produces an emul-
sion almost iustantly, and ono that is appar-
ently complete when examined in the bottle
as finished. In preparing the emulsion of
cod-liver oil with acacine, no amount of

triturating will reduco tho sizo of the globules
to that of an acacin omulsion.  After taking
an cgu-beater and beating tho acacine emul.
sion, and comparing it with acacin emulsion,
it was found that the oil globules of tho latter
wero at lvast n half smallor than thoss of
the acacine emulsion, Tho acacin omulsion
soparatos, but the acaciue one doos not.

A ruanMacist in Warsaw was recontly
making up a prescription consisting of 42
parts of chlorate of potassium aud 4 parts of
tannic acid, and oun adding » fow drops of oil
of poppermint to flavour it the mixturs ox-
ploded * ith great forco, doing considerablo
damage. A St. Petersburg pharmacist has
dispensed the prescription with the same
rosult.

SorurtoNs or Tanrakic axp Crreic Acivs
are, according tu Roinhardt, preserved by
tho addition of salicylic acid ; J4 per cont. nf
salicylic acid {on the weight of dry substance)
is suflicient for a solution of tartaric acid,
and } per cent. for a solution of citric acid.
So treated, thuy may bo kopt for years in
quito goud condition.

A Drvecrive Prarvacy Acr.—~The Phar.
macy Act of New South Wales does not wear
vory well. For somue time past the New
South Welshmen have showa a singular taste
for ** Rough on Rats,” and as this romedy
for all the ills of life is littlo besides pure
arsenic, it has at least the merit of certainty,
In order to check the too free indulgence in
this luxury, ** Rough on Rats” wus gazetted
in the usual form into the poisons schedulo.
But the first time an attempt was made to
punish a vendor who had not observed the
necessary formalities, it was found that the
proclamation was ultra vires, as clause 7 of
the Act exompts from its operation *¢ poison-
ous mixtures for the destruction of ,vermin.”
It is a curivus complication though that the
4th section enacts that ‘it shall not be law-
ful to buy or sell any poison for the avowed
purpose of destroying rats or other vermin
infesting houses, unless the purchaser be a
houscholder,” But thoe framers of the Bill
thoughtfully saved the courts trouble in re.
gard to this section by omitting to attach any
penalty to its infringemont. The Sydnoy
papers, which comment in severe terms on
tho failure of the Act to protect the public,
account for its imperfoctions by explaining
that thoso who drafted it had their minds
fixed on the object of gotting an official status
for the Pharmacoutical Society, ** as the asso.
ciation of druygists is learnedly seclf-styled.”

A New Hyrxorie.—Dra. Hagon and Hue-
fler havo just issued a report on a new
hypnotic called chloralamide, which is stated
to induce slecp immediately after taking;
the dose is from 80 to 45 grains dissolved in
wine, or given in wafors. It was tried in
twenty-eight cases, and was successful in
twonty-six of thom, no injurious secondary
offects being observed.

SULPHONAL AS A NARCOTIC.

At the annual meeting of the Howminion
Medieal Ascociation, held at Banff, Dr.
James Stewart, of Montveal, preseuted the
histories of fifty-two cases in which sul.
phonal had been administered for the pue.
posa of procurving sleep.  When sovere
pain was present he found the deug useless,
but in those cases where sleeplessness was
present without pain it was highly useful,
In those neurotie eases wheve the morphia
ar chloral habit had been developed it was
the means of seeaving lLeneficial <leep
when giveu in twenty-grain doses,  Thore
wits, he believed. no fear of the habit heing
established, as in the commonly used nar-
cotics,  No depression of the heact had
been noticed fram its wae The dowe is
from fifteen to twenty grains—the ordin.
ary dosu being twenty prains.  lLarger
doses are known to produce atosie symp-
toms.

Dr. Whittaker, of Cincinnati, spoke
from experience in the use of sulphonal,
and confirmed all that Dr. Stewart had
said in its favour, s an agent to procure
sleep ho considered we had in it a most
valuable remedy.  He had u<ed it in large
duses, giving as wach as half an ounee
within three or four hours, and had never
seen any danger, or the least symptoat of
danger, from its use.  There wece persons
who could not sleep while travelling on a
train or steamboat.  Such persons nught
have a goud night's sleep, free from any
objectionable after-effects, by taking early
in the evening fifteen geains of sulphonal.
He bolieved that 1t was no use whatever
as an anodyne, but given in thoso eases
requiring sueh a remedy it was a new and
highly valuable vemedy,

DRUGGISTS AS OPTICIANS, <.

The question i~ frequently asked, * Why
do so many people nowadys  wear
glasses " The answer is easily given.
Within the last twenty or twenty-five
years much has been learned about the
value of glasses, and their range of useful-
ness has been largely extended : as a con-
seguence, people are taking better care of
their eye-sight, and statisties show that
the number of persons losing their ~ight
has greatly diminished.  Again, the oyes
ueed more help now than formerly, because
every year the amount of work they ave
required to do increases greatly -mew em-
ployments, closer application, the more
extended reading of cheap literature and
newspapers all combine o overtax the eye
and rvender it liable to give way in the
coutinued strain and struggle of work.
This being the case. glasses ave comng



