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CHIRISTMAS TRADE.

F ROM al accounts nt brs, the
Christmas brade tbis year is unusu-

ally good. This report cones from bath the

larger cities and the towns, and the demnand

which bas been foît in the last twa or three

years for books as Cbristmnas presents and

for statloners' goods ef variaus descriptions

is keeping up well. The sale of Christmnas

papers this year is ratlier abead o! last

year than *otherwise, and it really looks as

if the retail trade were certainly doing thoir

best with the Christmas trade, whatever

they may do ai other seamons cf thL. year.
la

NECT PRICES.

W E do fot hecar that any stps are
being talcen ta discuss the question

of net prices ini Canada 's th;ç m3tter tu

0t ho allowed te test until it Is too lait te do

arsytbing? Are the bookdealers going to

wait on the pubtîshers fer action. and are

the publishers going te watt for the bock

sellers ? Surely Ihere are enough resoluto

men in the trade te have a preliminary

conference rind sec what can be donc.

Thon, there Is the success cf the arrange.

ment by wbich the annuats are being sotd

vverywhere this year at the list price. As

at bas taken the pubtîshers oif the annuals

severai.dyears tu brang about ab ie-ýctifL

arrangemrent. dealers will sec that it is flot

so easy a task tu secure general acceptance

for any proposat as might scem at (irst

sight. WVe are thorougbly convinccd tbat

unless someone rnakes a mnove the prcEent

oppcztunaîy for takung -cuon will go by,

neyer, perhaps, te return. As publisbing

expands in Canada, as il very lkeiv will

do, it wauld bc desirable te secure such an

arrangement now, whereas, ilien campe-

tition bccomnes keener and more houses

spring into existence. te bring tbom together

will bo ail the harder

TII/AT NEWV COIPLrrTIO%4.

D URING the last few weeks the Book
Lovers' Library has begun lis Can-

adian operations by opening up a bandsomo

branch in Toronto in the very centre cf the

city. The enterprise. we understand, is being

pusbed in a business.Iike way, and a certain

number of subscriptions are being obtained.

The books arc delivered and collected te

and fromt subscribers by a regutar horse

and cardage delivery. Thus far, the sub-

sLflratotis, have ome îrnoàtl> tramt atll t.: do

people, and at remains te bc scen wlhat

patronage there is likety tu bc for a concern

of ibis kind. It is aur own opinion that they

watt find Canada an unsuaitable place for

atark.. thta "emc, ar.à that i wa!?

ultimately have te be abandoned. In any

cirent, we do net sec what the baeksettcrs

cauld do except te patiently wait and sec

what the outcome is.

ATTACKING A HIIMfllu(,.IN plain ternis The Toronto World de
tao.,cb Thbc Ladeb Momne ':c ,ra? mar

as "aoncet the btggest quacks ini the United

States." The main abject of the paper. it

says. " appears te ho to instil Ente every

American girl's and boy's mind, and inte

every American woman's mind. that vener

as the thing. and that imitation of the rich

by means cf sham Ls tho main abject of life.

ir0plc> for t!y 2Z8oheeller.
............ -............ - .... àààààà"àààà"àb They are ail gaing ta tive in the WVhite

House or at toast be Vandcrbiits, and. if
they do flot, thon. lit least. they'Il bo able
te appear ta live there, and tu bc million-
aires, if thcy put tissue-paper shades on
their Iamps 'The Bok idea is the pillow.
sham raised to the thltty-third degrec ! But
all ihis is dont under the pretonce of build-
ing up the home,of buighiening the Illre cf the
Aniorican peoplo, and, above aIl, cf teach-
ing and instilllng a taste for package gaods,
for complexion powders, for corsets ef
wonderful build and scores of au-called
propriotary articles." There are lots of
good petiodicais. and Canadian dealers
should push them in prefèence to The
Ladies' Homo journal. which, a few weels
ago, raised is price te the trade and gav
insincere reasons for daing so.

NET i'RICES IN TIIE UNITED) STATES.

The American Publishers' Association
are still fighting undersellers who by somte
means or othor obtain supplies. A circular
issued ta the trade says that jobbers have
cooperated se as te stop leakages front that
source. Then. the underselters got supplies
iirm born ceroait dealers who o-.asianally
Ja.vkde wath .1nothel dealer anad 5011 6ai!
lots at wholesale rates. Sometimes the
sales were made innocently tu an under.
seller's agent. Somnetimes they were not.
In ordor ta put a stop, however. ta ibis
bica,.h an the iules, the assottation, %ays
the circular, Ilwill adopt the following
plan ta bring about careful and intei-
gent cooperatien tbrougbout the trade:
It may flot be generally known that many
bocks sold te the trade bear a privait mark
of the publishor. wbich enables hilm te tell
tu what dealer sucb books wcre soldleaving
no mont lot doubt. This mark as known te
thle amu..,aljan, land àhoaald a book bCatang
such mark bo sold to ani underseller, the
dealer who originally baught it will be
asked tu explain how It reached the couant-
ers of the underseller. il such explanation
is net satisfi.ctury. the association will
stand ready te adopt and enforce such
methodb of correction as st'em necessary
and proer."


