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mg, and the premlses were carefully examined,
w1th the result that a broken tile was found in
the drain under the milk pantry. The roots of a
‘tree _had grown into it. The odor of pepper-
mint pourcd into the closet was readnly per-
ceived in the milk pantry. The poisoning of
the milk by gases escaping from this drain
furnishes ample explanation for this ' general
outbreak of sickness. ‘

Mrs. W. spent the afternoon of August 8th
~at hier mother’s residence.

occasion it made her sick, and she vomited.
This buttermilk, in common with the other
milk, must have been poisoned by the gases
escaping into the pantry, and the poison gained
access to her system probably through a small
ulcer or abrasion in the digestive tract, causing
general pyemia, with the c.uppumtlve p)c,lo—
nephritis that resulted.

That there were different diseases in different
persons is probably due to the presence of more
than one kind of poisonous germs. Typhoid

fever is doubtless always due to a specific. germ,
a bacillus probably; and pneumonia is usually
caused by one or more kinds of micrococci,
though it may probably be caused in some cases
" by \‘typhoid poison.  These two cases were
- typical'ones, and were probably due. to micro-
cocci and not to typhoxd poison. The same
germ that produces pneumonia in ‘one case,
may, probably, in another produce pyamia, if
the conditions are favorable. It is at least
certain that micrococci are the acti.. agents
in the causation of . ~malignant or’ ulceratwe
‘endocqrdltls, which is secondzu) to pneumom't
more frequently than to any other disease,® and
malignant endocarditis is oftan but a symptom
of pysemia and the main central factor in its
production. In Mrs. W's case, the valves of
" the heart were able to resist the mﬂuenCr. of the
micrococci, but ‘the, ludneys, a‘tered in some
way perh'tps by pregnancy, fell easy victims to
their ‘attack. Of course, the possibility of in-'
fectxon from some old. caseous focus, however
. minute it mmht be, in a ‘bone or elsewhere is
to be borne in mind ; but the absence of symp-
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She drank some
‘fu.sh buttermxlk of which she was fond on this |

toms in any part of her history, or of post-
morfem evidence of a caseous mass, and the
simultaneous. outbreak of kindred diseases in
her family from poisoning, to. which she-also
was exposed, renders the causation assgned
extremely probable, if not certain.
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The above is the title of the reply of Sir M.
Mackenczie to his assailants. The book is divided
into two sections, the historical and the contro-
versial. The political aspects of the case and
the inner-history necessarily, and at the instance
of -august personages, are left at present un-
published. The book is well gotten up, and
contains twenty-tivo illustrations, shd\\ing the
larynx and the growth at different periods, the
various tmcheql tubes, also; the- false passage
and. dlffuse abscess cavity by Von' Bergmann.

The historical portion deals'with Mackenzie's
visits to Berlin and Potsdam, the first consulta-
tion at which the first ho:tlhty was shown him.
After making an examination, the physicians
retired for consultation. Mackenzie then said, ‘
“There is nothing characteristic in the appear-
ance of the growth, and it is quite impossible
to give a definite opinion as to its texture without
a more searchmcr examination. The first thmv
to be done i is to pick off a piece of the growth
through the natural passage, and have it ex—“
amined microscopically by an expert.” Prof.
Gerhardt said it would be cl\tﬁcult Prof. Tobold
expressed a similar opmmn I then turned to .
Gerhardt, 'and said, “ Will. you try?? Here-
phed 7 cannot operate with the forceps.”. I
next asl\ed Prof. Tobold if he would make ‘the
attempt, but he ‘also dechm,d savmg,‘ “I no
longer Opemte These replies increased the
surprise which I’ alreadv felt at a case of such a
nature havmcr been entrusted to tbe hands of
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