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In this volume Professor Hamilton continues bis report on " Deformi-
lieis after fractures" cummenced in the last, or eighth, volume of trans-
actions, and purposes comileting it in a third paper for the next yeaer's
volume. The subject is une of great importance to the practical sur-
geon ; one, noreover, that has hitherto been handled, when at all ad-
verted to, with the gre-itest delcucy by surgical writers, the gencral
rule being, a studiois avoidance on their. part of all reference to any-
thing so unpleasant as failire in tbr treatment of fractured boucs. The
talented and energetie Pr'fessor, :onscious that the complete success
promised to the carefil practitioner, in the event of his adopting
certain orthodox mcthods or treatment, was not always attainable, deter-
mined to sift the nmatter l> the very bottoai, and by careful measure-
ments at the end of treatment of all cases of fractures coming beneath
bis own immediate notice and that of bis friends, endeavor to establish
something approxinating to a correct prognosis in these accidents.
There is no doubt that lie has entered on h is labour con amore, and he
richly deserves the thanks of his professional brethren everywhere, for
the bonest boldness with which. ho prosecutes his task. To the Ameri-
can surgeon who is now liable, at any timne, to be subjected to a ruinous
suit for daniages, in consequence of a slightly short-ned or infficient-
limb remaining after treatment, the deternination of the questiou at
issue is of the greatest moment. For if it be satisfact .rily proved, and
the public generally are made aware of the fact, that notwithstanding
the present advanced stite of surgical science, and the number and
variety of appliances uow in use ; notwithstn nding, moreover, the utmost
care and attention on the part of the attending surgeon,fractured limbs are
not only occasionally bt frequently incompletely cured, no greedy soul-
less patient will have the slightest chance of succeeding in mulcting
his unfortunate doctor in a sum that is even too large to be paid for the
natient's entire carcase.

" I propose" says Dr. H. in his preface, " to deduce from my own ex-
perienice, and from the experience of other surgeons, as recorded in this
report, the truc pra'gio sis of fractures. This I shall endeavour to do
with care and fidelity, avoiding, on the one hand, if possible, the error
of encouraging the practitioner wi'h a prognosis too favourable, and, on
the other, the equal wrong of leading him to expect too little. It is. -


