
ON THE INDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR.

douche, was repeated at this time The warn current was discharged as
before, but ulpoi the Cuniiuuncation of the cold Streami, she becane hybterical,
and had to be remîoved fi fi the bath.

3rd.-l[alf-past nine, a.m.: lias had a restles niglit in consequence of
of pains " all over her" but without any particular uterine pain. The
dyuria and pain under the pubes arc very troublesonie. No appetite. The
bowels have not acted for two days. Pulse U5. To take six drachms of
castor-oil. Two p.n.: Has bad irregular uterine pains siice the douche in
the morning. I made an examination, and the os ulteri could nUw be felt
ditated to the extent of' half-a-crown, the fundus uteri being hard and con-
trncted. The bowels have not yet acted. Douche repeated at this time.-
Nine p.i.: Had consdableiterme pain for abouthalfanhourafter the last
sit. Bowels have acted freely, wth sicknes. Pulse 100. The douche was

again repeated, lest the uterne action should remit.
4th.-One a.m.: Mr. Walker was hastily summioned. The patient had

îeered powerful expulsive pains, alnost without interisson, since the
lIt douche. The head presented in the second position. and about an hour
lefore 31r. Walkers arrivai the Iembranies hiad ruptured, but only a sali
quantity of liquoi- amnii had been lhchargad These pains continued w7ifli
increased vigour, and within half an hour from M. Walker% arrival, the
child, a girl, was born ahlve wi-thoçuît any assistance. The placenta quiclily
fobowed. After the birth of the child, a large quantity of the liquuor ammi,
which liad een peut up behind the hlieal, was dilcharged. A drauglit of
ttbzr and camnphor was given, and she passd a very comfortable ilight.
Sbe had the usual amouat of after-pain, and was hysterical on two or thrce
occasions, but recovered perfectly, and hoth ber and the child are nowv in
god health. A little blood was dischargedl, as usual, after the expulsion of
beplacenta, but the lochial discharge wras more scanty than after natiral
Lbour. The secretion of the milk appeared natiurally.

Thus, in this case, delivery was accoipliished in ssxtV-four hours from the
fat application of the douche. ßnt it must hi brne i mind that twent-
'ven hours elapsed between the first and second application of the douche.
ttherwise delvery would probably have taken place carher. Five applica-
tons of the douche were made ; but fron the state of the os uteri, after the
fourth appliention there can be nîo doubft that labour wouuld have procceded,
even if the fifth douche had not been emuaplnyed. Ilefore the firt application
of the douche, there hail nîot been the sl:ghtest anpearantce of uterinie dis-
turbance.

The tiIe betwecii the first application of the douche mn this case and the
completion of delivery, was less than frequently uccurs mii Cases of punc-
ta- of the imembranes. But it has beei oijected to tlc douche, by those
who have used it on the continent, that somue woien are less susceptible of
iLs infuence thait othiers, intt that the suîsceptibhihty of the samIse wvomiai
unes il indfferent pregnancie'. 1 suspect this variationî miay be obviated by

rforming ithe oieration, when the tune cans te selected, at the eighth or
amtheatanenial date, and ly increasing the energy of the douche by the

ttemtion of the teiperature.
In a certain class of cases, it becomaes necssary to induce labour before

the eti of the seventh mtîonlth; whien this is the case, the operation siipjly
s reference to the safety of the iother, the ovuim bemng UcCessarilymerificed.
Inaaniether class, the nperation is not called for until atter the completion

tfthe seveith inthu, und i the great manj.rity of the.c- case the operatioit is
Mrforned with a view to tle satfety of both the inothler anth f bild, in con-
'efvteIce of the condition uf the nmother
la a third class the operation becommes iecen, v, i the latter nmonths of

IttnIncy. tu s.w the lhfe of the chibi alonw, tie 'ifety 4f flie muother uot
a ct all nn hes the caut e f flic fîetusg, as ini diseases of the

Aegard cases requiriir the opeuatio.n lefore the fifth munth, such asceseire and irrepresbible soiniiig, occirring t such ain extent as tu


