ON THE INDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR. 189

deache was repeated at this time  The warm current was discharged as
tefare, but upon the cummumecation of the colid stream, she became hysterieal,
and had to be removed fiom the bath.

3rd—~Half-past nine, 2.m.: Ilas had a restless night in consequence of
of pzins <all over her” but withont any particular uterine pain.  The
dyeurin and pain wuder the pubes are very troublesome. No appetite. The
bowels have not acted for two days. Pulse 95, To take six dracbms of
castor-0il.  Two pan.: Has had ivregular uterine pams since the douche in
the morning. 1 made an examination, and the o3 nteri conld nvw be felt
dilated to the extent of half-a-crown, the fundus uteri being hard and cou-
tracted. The boivels have not yet acted. Douche repeated at this time.—
Xine p.m.: Had conmdsable uterine pain for about half an hour after the last
sisit.  Bowels have acted freely, with sickness, Pulse 100. The duuche was
spain repeated, lest the utermne action should remit.

4th.—0One a.m.: Mr, Walker wus hastily summoned.  The patient had
weffered powerful expulsive pains, almost without intermisson, since the
last douche. The head presented in the second position, and about an hvur
tefore Mr. Walker's arrival the membranes had ruptured, but only a small
quantity of liyuor amnii had been discharged  These pains cuntinued with
increased vigonr, and within half an hour from Mr, Walker's arrival, the
child, & garl, was born ahive withomt any asastance.  The placenta quickly
foioweal.  .After the bixth of the child, a large yuantity of the liguur amma,
which had heen pent ap behind the head, was discharged. .\ draught of
ther and camphor was given, and she passcd & very comfortable mght.
Ske had the nsual smount of after-pain, and was hysterical on tiwo or thize
ceeasions, but recovered perfectly. and both her and the child are now in
goad health. A litte Llood was discharged, as usual, after the expulsion of
theplacenta, but the lochial discharge was mure seanty than after natural
laheur.  The seeretion of the milk appeared naturally.

Thus, in this case, delivery was accompiished in sixty-four hours from the
fint appheation of the donche.  But it must be berne m mind that twenty -
=1en hours elapsed between the first and sccond application of the douche.
dherwise dehivery wonld probably have taken place earlier. Five applica-
s of the donche were made ; but from the state of the vs uteri, after the
fonrth application there can be no doubt that labour would have proceeded,
wenif the fifth douche had not heen employed.  Before the first application
imt}xfdouche, there hal not been the slightest appearance of utervine dis-

nee.

The time between the first application of the duuche 1n this case and the
wmpletion of delivery, was less than frequently vccurs m cases of pune-
e of the membranes.  But it has been ohjected to the stouche, by those
¥ho have used 1t on the continent, that some women are less susceptible of
it influence than others, and that the susceptibility of the same woman
wnes in diferent pregnancies. | suspect this variation may be obviated by
priormaing the operation, when the tune can be selected, at the eighth or
with eatamenial date, aned by increasing the energy of the douche by the
wtenation of the temperature,

.Tna certain cless of eases, it becomes necessary to induce labour before
teend of the seventh month; when this is the case, the operation simply
ks reference ts the safety of the mother, the ovum bewng necessarily
wrificed,
tf]&amlhcr class, the operation is not called fur until after the completion

e seventh month, sud i the great majurity of these cases the operation is
feformed with a view to the safety of both the mather and the child, in con-
Huence of the condition of the mother

Ios thind class the operation becomes necess vy, i the Jatter months of
Vemaney. to save the life of the ekl alane, the «afety of the mother not
‘E’f":‘ ail mvolved in the cause of dangev tu thefetus, asin diseases of the

“eenta,

“-'c\:s};:ganli cases requiring thc_ operaticn l.\(‘fo\‘o the fifth month, such as

¢ and irrepressible vonnting, occurring to such an extent as to



