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is given witlxout the intervention of prayer. 'Phei, we bieed
tihat imipuilse or we do ixot. If wve heeci it, tixen prayer is thue
resuit; if wve hieed it iiot, tiien %ve eithier reject or neglect the
grace of God.

I-erc, theu, lies the wvay to sanctity. By iileans of praver,
we worthily receive the sacranments, and advance accordingly
on the road leading to perfection. St. Francis is a niodel for
uis hiere. He hiad recourse to prayer and the sacranlients wvitlh
the proper spirit. As a resuit lic responided wvell to the grace
giv'en hinui for a suiblimie mission, aud becailne one of thxe
,grandest figuires iii the Chutrcli of God. Beliold, on the one
hiaud, the prond Parisiani student, and, 011 the othier, the
ardent iniissioniary, ïabotiring first amnog thxe poor of Venice,
and afterwvards in Roie while wvaiting patiently for the op-
portnnity to enibark for the Holy Land, io labour for thc
conversion of the infidel ; and whlen bis hiope.-was not realizedi
enibracingr witli joy thxe offer to go to Inidia, to labour for thue
conversion of the infidel timere. Behiold hlmii iu tixat far-a.\va)y
land, froin Goa to, Malabar, fromn Malabar to Malacca. froxu
Malacca to Japaîx, fcon Japan to, China, labouring for ten and
a liaif years for the conversion of thec heathien, even quelliiug.
the -winds and cahinig the %vraves, converting tluotsazuds, a
tenls of thousands, at tinies wvitli laugnage grivezi Iiixu direct
by God-beliold ail tîuis and ixuarvel at the greatniess of ot
Saint, wlvho thius, niear our own tiinie, rivalled the inissionarv
labours of the Aposties thenuselves.

Sncbi, thien, vvas St. Francis. Hs% greatniess clazzles uis
-vhile lie presents binuiseif to, our viewv a,- a great hiero of fihe
cross, far remnoved fron aniytingic we conld attaixi. Suicli a
viewv cer-tainly contains ixunchi trnth, for St. Francis imade ex-
cellent iise of gyrace w!-icx %vas proport:onate to a suibliime
mission. Suici a nmission canuot be the comnon lot of nior-
taIs. Still, eachi of-lis bas a lmission, 'and our sanctity wvil
depend npou the use we inake of the grace given us to fulfil
it. If we would inake the very best use of thiat grace, then
wve -%vouId be saints. It onghlt, therefore, to, be hielpful ta bear
iii mind the neanis used by St. Francis. Whiatever mnay be
onlt lot lu life, wve oilgbt to strive, like iiinu, ta live wvitl a


