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Rules for regulating nomenclature with a view to secure a strict ap-

p4ication of thc law of priority in entomnological %vork; cornpiled by
Lord WValsinghami and John Hartley Durrant (Merton rules). Longnians,

Green Sz Co., London., New X'ork, and Biombay; 2nd Nov., 1896;
iS pages. Price sixpence.

The rides are for the inost p)art a good statenient, of current practice,
with -the suggestion of a considerable number of signs to facilitate brevity
of reference withotit loss of accuracy. lhse inay advantageoulsly be
adopted.

Rules 7, 20, 21, 24, 25, 29 and 30o irnîly a muchi more rigidly
classicat attitude in regard to naines than is lirevalent iii Amierica. Mfie
authors wvould have all namies according to the rides of Latin orthograplîy,
and would change those tlîat are flot, even so radically as gyp5sodticiliis
for cr-e/idactylues. Names wvith similar souind are rejected ; e. e., Uceti.1
invalidates Eusesia; also those which involve a false proposition, or are
offensive politically, inorally, or by irreverence.

Ride 1 2 defines publication as including the possibility of purchase.
If the rule be flot extended, it would invalidate ail species published in
Governuiient or private papers wvhichi are distributed without charge.

The definition of a genus by designation of type ivithout description
is not referred to, and apparently is condemned by implication.

The case of restriction of a heterotypical genus to, one type by the
successive refioval of species to other genera by subsequent authors .S
flot explicitly stated, and niight wvell be added to ride 42. eiA few rules about the formation of family namnes xnighit have been
added, for example: n

i. Family naînes shall be formed by adding -id-e, to the stem of o
some genus included in the family.

2. 'fhle generic xiame so used must be a valid oiîe. e

3. The first generic nine used in a plural form shial be the one so
îised for the faniuly type unless it bc invalid, in wvhicli case the next l
generic namne inclîided in the family, wvhich lias been used in a plural b
sense, slhal be substituted accordingf to the ride of priority. pl,:
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