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is an earzes-and an educaci1 ministry.
Living near to Christ will give the
former, and constant study is neces-
sary for the latter.

If the facts wvere fuily known it is
to be feared, the discovery would be
made tl-a.t very many miniý,ters in al
the churches do flot keep up habits of
systernatie study, even along the lines
of their special work, and that but
very fcev pursue any general courses
of reading or study bcyond that work.
In +en years after leaving college,
how many of our ministers knowv their
L atin, <3reek, H ebrew, Mathematics,
Science, or Philosophy, better than
whien they graduated, if indeed as
well? Hoiv many have made suc.h
progress as is surely desirable in the
critical study of the Scriptures, in
church history, and in a knowledge
of the doctrines and defences of the
Christian faith? With ail our attain-
nient in regard to an educatcd min-
istry, an honest confession here would
often be hunbling. Whenca.ididates
for the ministry are to be examined
by Presbytery, how often do miembers
of the court feel, if they do flot con-
fess, that they are rusti' in Greek,
Hebrcw, etc., and hencc are coni-
pelled to conduct the examination
Nvith such timidity, caution, and litui-
tation, that the work is only very
imperfectly done. Making every
allowance for the busy life of the pas-
torate, and rnany calîs that break in
on our precious time, it is surely a pity,
if not a misfortune, that such is the
case, and if possible this state of things
should be carefully guarded against.

One fruitful cause of the evil lies no
doubt in the mistak-en icdea rrany
have as to the purpose to be served
by a college course. Some seemn
to entertain the notion that dur-
ing college dàiys nearly every thing
will be Iearnied, and that the days
of systematic study may be con-
sidered at an end when coliege
halls are left; wvhereàs, the truth is

but a few things are luarned at college,
and that there the beginning, onli', of
a long course of systematic study is
made. AIl a college course, however
complete, can do is to mal) the nier,-
outlineb of the continents ofkL-nowledge
afterwards to, be explorcd, and take a
beàring, or put down a land mark huer
and there. A college training, rightl>
understood, giv'es us flot so muîclî a
va-st store of useful knowledge, frurn
whic..h we may draw ail our days, as
the plan of work, the inethod of stud),
the tools with which to work, and
some idea how to use thein. If thib
idea were kept clearly in mmnd by the
student during his course of study,
and rigolously acted on after he leaves
college, we would doubtless find
neglect of post-graduate study much
less general than it often is now.

Another .a.use of the negler-t of the
study we speak of is the way a minibter'b
time ib broken iii upon by unexpected
cal!s of -ivery conceivable kind. This
no doubt ib the great practical diffh
culty whic.h stands in the Nvay of
sybtrniatic study by one in the aLtive
duty of the ministry. Apartaltogether
froin the various duties connected
with the pastor's own charge, his time
and service seern to be considered a
kind of public property. Hie is ex-
pected to take an interest in ail cdu.
cational, and charitable institutions,
to attend aIl the tea-mectin-Is, sociais,
bazaars, etc., in the community, and
at the saine time discharge aIl the
duties of social life. And m9jreover,
the minister seenis tu be the special
prey (if book agents, publir; lecturers,
rnagic Iantern exhibitors, and patent
niedicine vendors, etc., so that flot
only is the gracc. of forbearance and
longsuffering cuitivated, but niuch
valuable time is absolutely lost. The
only reinedy here is to set determinedly
to %vork, anid either takze or make time
for real study. The minister cannot
afford to forego this, if lie %vouid be
efficient. He nmust to .- certain extcnt

134


