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ingmen’s society with branches ; but with the growth into the provinces
came more correct views, First the workers constituted the East London
Christian Revival Society, then they were known as the Easi London
Christian Mission, and from 1870-78 simply as the Christian Mission.
From 1865-77 progress was slow.

If the Booths were insignificant units, how came they to found the
largest missionary society in the world ¥ 'W. T. Stead claims that he has
been brought into close enough contact to form accurate ideas of their capa-
bility, range of thought, and force of intellect ; and that the father, mother,
and eldest son rank as superior in force, capacity, and initiative to all but
six of the ablest men and women of our time. Lord Wolseley has declared
Booth to be the greatest organizing genins of these twenty-five years, while
Bramweli Booth has been styled a Von Moltke, In Mrs. Booth the Gen-
eral found a rare helpmeet and inspirer. She was an effective speaker, an
able advocate, a convincing interpreter of the Faith, and a tircless worker.
Through her influence and example as ‘ Mother of the Army,”’ female
ministry was pushed to the front, and many other distinctive features be-
came part of the system. Her reasoning faculties were well developed.
Her foresight, sound judgment, and seldom erring intuitions made her
labors in the war council as valuable as her writings and her speeches in
the field, She reared eight children expressly to continue and perfect the
work. In its cradle each was consecrated ; and to-day each, save an in-
valid, is holding some prominent position and doing yeoman service. All

differ ; but each possesses a measure of the parents’ gifts. Trained almost’

from childhood to handle practical details of administration and finance,
accustomed to handle people as individnals and in masses, they are better
prepared to take the duties of commander-in-chief than the General in
1878 seemed qualified to direct a8 world-wide order. If marriage was a
corner-stone of the army, the children’s alliances have doubled the family
fighting force. Every daughter-in-law and son-in-law has shared the
enthusiasm, their own children being devoted to the Lord of Hosts.

THE BEGINNING AND PROGRESS OF THE ARMY PROPER.

In 1875 the Booths slipped into the line of development which gave
power of adaptation to new circumstances. From tbe first the mission had
accorded equal rights in religious affsirs to women ; now it solemnly and
formally affirmed their absolute equality m all departments of administra-
tion, and deliberately utilized their services. That very year opened the
cra of phenomenal expansion. Accordingly theso soldiers of the cross
claim to have done more than any cther body to reveal the enormous
possibilities of church usefulness latenv in woman. The mission had
become a regularly organized marching force, with printed doctrines and
discipline, and settled Methodist government. In 1878, through a happy
accident, ‘¢ Christian Mission”” became *‘ Salvation Army.” ¢ General
Superintendent’? had inevitably shortened itself into ¢ General””  Booth’s
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